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Our Building and 
Collections

The Creek Meeting House is a fieldstone house of worship built during 
the American Revolution in 1777–80 by the Society of Friends 
(Quakers) in Clinton Corners, Dutchess County, New York. It is owned 
by the Town of Clinton Historical Society, which uses its first floor as a 
meeting space and exhibit hall. The building’s second floor houses a 
local history archive. It is listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places and is the only site designated by the Town of Clinton as a 
registered Local Landmark. Aside from the Town Hall, it is the 
community’s only public meeting hall. The Creek Meeting House is 
surrounded by the Friends Cemetery and anchors the hamlet of Clinton 
Corners, a community of about three dozen historic homes and 
businesses, which grew up around it.  To learn more about the Creek 
Meeting House’s rich history relating to the Quakers and the American 
Revolution, and its role in the anti-slavery and women’s movements, 
please use the QR code below.

1431

1130

265

First Friday Lectures, Tours, and Exhibitions Attendees 2024-5
(through September 2025) 

Meetings, Rentals, Fundraising Event Attendees
(through September 2025)  

Dues-paying members in good standing 2024-5

Our Work
Clinton is a sparsely populated rural town (population 4,061), with few 
public services. Nearly 40 percent of the residents are senior citizens. 
The Historical Society serves this population by hosting educational 
programs, social and fundraising events, and summer exhibits in the 
Meeting House. Clinton Community Day is a townwide family festival 
that is held annually in and around the Meeting House. It is also a 
regular meeting place for community groups and available for rentals 
by private groups. More than one half of community residents have 
engaged with the historical society in the past two years.

Programming by the numbers
Scan to read more about Creek Meeting House
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Why Restore the 
Creek Meeting 
House?

The Need

Our Vision

The Meeting House is missing essential modern systems like heating, cooling, and firesafety precautions, 
requiring updates for building code compliance. Its exterior needs repairs for climate resilience, and the second 
floor housing the town archive must be evaluated for load capacity. The historic 18th-century framing needs 
inspection due to a powder post beetle infestation in an adjoining 1930 addition. Installing energy-efficient HVAC, 
attic insulation, code-compliant electrical systems, and storm windows is necessary. While much of the original 
structure remains, early 20th-century changes hide its historic interior, obscuring the building's true heritage and 
reducing its architectural value.

The restoration of the Creek Meeting House will safeguard its nearly 250-year legacy as a gathering spot. It will 
transform into a vibrant community and art center for meetings, social events, musical performances, and exhibits, 
while maintaining the local history archive and still serving as the Historical Society's headquarters. With the 
historic interior revitalized, the building will welcome regular tours, enriching public knowledge of American history 
and boosting the local economy. Currently open only by appointment, the restored site will have regular weekend 
hours, attracting tourists and enhancing regional economic growth. The National Trust for Historic Preservation 
states that a $1 million investment in historic rehabilitation creates significantly greater benefits for employment, 
income, and taxes compared to new construction.
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What's 
Next?

• Revitalize the historic interior while integrating modern energy-efficient HVAC 
systems, improved lighting, and essential life safety upgrades. Eliminate the fire 
hazard posed by the outdated kitchen, remove unsightly ductwork, and enhance 
safety with a sprinkler system and fire door for the new kitchen. Restore windows, 
add storm windows, insulate, and restore historic plaster , wood finishes, and floors. 
The historic central ceiling opening will be restored, showcasing a stunning 
two-story historic space. 

• Completing the repointing of the remaining exterior stone, adding gutters, 
downspouts, and diverters to channel stormwater away from the structure; 
enhancing attic ventilation; and fitting new entrance doors based on historic 
originals with emergency egress features.

• Upon completion of the physical restoration, the archives will be rehoused and 
historic furnishings and permanent exhibits installed based on professionally 
prepared plans.  

Future phases will include:

• Replace the deteriorated frame addition built c. 1930. The renovated addition will 
be similar in appearance, but will be modestly expanded to accommodate modern 
elements necessary for operation of a functional community center: a catering 
kitchen, a second ADA-accessible restroom, code-mandated egress from the rear 
side of the building, and a basement for mechanical equipment, office, and storage. 

Above: Artist’s rendering of the Creek Meeting 
House with restored interior
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Financial 
Highlights
Operating Budget 
and Fund Balances

Restoration 
Fundraising

Endowment

Founded in 1975, the Town of Clinton Historical 
Society has carefully maintained the Creek 
Meeting House, amassed the archive, and 
offered programs and publications for the 
benefit of the people of Clinton and the 
surrounding region. It has been and continues 
to be run entirely by volunteers.

Most of these funds have been expended on Phase 1 
restoration work. Major government grants are pending 
for some future work, and the Historical Society is 
actively soliciting support through benefit fundraisers, 
private foundations, and private donors to complete the 
Restoration—and establish an operating endowment.

We receive operating income from membership 
dues, grants, donations, and fundraising 
activities such as tag sales.  Income usually 
exceeds expenses, which has allowed us to 
accumulate cash reserves. 

The Board of Trustees has determined that the best 
way to preserve the CMH is to restore its interior while 
also making the building more versatile as a 
community and art center that can bring in revenue 
and visitors. To accomplish this, we need to plan for 
staffing to operate the building, the historical society, 
and the rental venue. A key part of our plan is raising 
funds for an endowment to support future staff.

$30,000

over $250,000

$148,000

$307,000

$147,000

$1,000,000

$148,000

over $100,000

Annual Expenses

Total Restoration Fundraising

Current Endowment

Cash Assets (F/Y 2024)

Successful Grant Funds Awarded

Target Endowment

Board-designated endowment

Private Donor Contributions
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Estimated 
Restoration Budget 




