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Preserving Clinton’s Heritage

fOr MAny yeArs the clinton
historical society has recog-

nized the preservation efforts of
present and past owners of  historic
properties in the town of  clinton by
honoring them with a clinton land-
mark designation. the most recent
addition to the clinton landmark
roster is Tale of the Hawk Farm on
fiddlers Bridge road. 

On August 29, 2011 the trus -
tees of  the chs approved landmark
designation for the beautiful farm-
house and outbuildings owned by
lenore Maroney and dot distel.
the current owners purchased the
property in 2002 from James
Macnair, whose family had occupied
the farm since 1943. lenore and dot
have researched their property
extensively through historical docu-
ments and maps. they have been
able to trace ownership of  the land
back to the original nine Partners
survey, which was completed in 1743

by charles clinton (father of  george
clinton, the first governor of  ny
and the fourth Vice President of  the
us, for whom our town is named). 

in May 1770 the property was
owned by Maria Van Benthuysen,
widow of  Barent Van Benthuysen,
Jr., as indicated in the Map of
Rhinebeck previous to 1812. According
to the owner’s records, between 1806
and 1943 the property was owned by
robert g. and Martha livingston,
Martin Burger, Martin lyons,
sarah lyons, and evelyn and John
Wilstach.   

Tale of the Hawk Farm sits on
ninety acres of  rolling farmland
with numerous stone walls, a stream,
and two ponds. the farmhouse is a
classic eyebrow colonial that was
built circa 1825 on a fieldstone foun-
dation using post and beam
construction. surrounding the house
are extensive farm outbuildings,

(continued on page 3)

Clinton Landmark: taLe OF the hawk Farm
by Lisa Thomas

After All the squAre dAncing

years ago at what was then

known as the grange, it’s hard to

believe that the creek Meeting house

is still standing. On saturday night in

the 1930s, ’40s, and ’50s, dances

started at 9:00 and went until 1:00.

they were held in the large room

upstairs. Paul lovelace and Alton

finch were usually at the bottom of

the stairs to collect the admission

price of  fifty cents per person.  

the dances were attended mostly

by local folks, but now and then there

were people who were visiting or who

were from nearby towns such as Pine

Plains, stanfordville and Millbrook.

there was always a band: a fiddle

played by Jack garrity, who was also

the caller; a piano played by his wife;

“Do-si-do your partner” . . .

Saturday Night

at the graNge
by Paul Schwarze

(continued on page 2)
Tale of The hawk farm in Schultzville
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and a banjo played by a gentleman

named Jasper.  
One night Jasper broke a string on

his banjo and he got up and left the
hall!  the caller simply kept on calling
and the dancers kept on dancing.  

looking back, it seems like all the
music for the different dances sounded
the same; the tempo just changed a bit
for the slower or faster dances.  One of
the favorites was Dive for the Oyster,
Dig for the Clam. in the ’50s the jitter-
bug was also a popular square dance.
the dances were done in sets of  three,
and after a set everyone was ready for
a rest. the band would take a break
and play one or two slow dances,
maybe a lindy and a polka. then the
caller would call for four more couples
and it would be time for another set of
square dances.

Across the street was Wing’s hall,
where square dances were held on

saturday nights when there wasn’t a
dance at the grange.  Wing’s hall was
owned by roy Wing, who also owned
a grocery store located on the east side
of  the intersection of  salt Point turn-
pike and clinton corners road.  

roy heated the store with a wood
stove and there was a checker game
going on from time to time. he sold
groceries and ice cream, but only one
flavor at a time. if  you wanted ice
cream, it was whatever roy had that
week. he would also play the piano to
accompany anyone who wanted to
sing a few songs.  

roy Wing and his store are gone,
as is Wing’s hall, and square dances
are no longer as popular. But slow
down some saturday night  when you
drive by the creek Meeting house and
you just might hear the screeching of
a fiddle and the sound of dancing feet
coming from upstairs.

SaTurday nighT aT The grange (continued  from page 1)

diAne rOBinsOn, granddaughter

of  harry and gladys lovelace

who had a farm in clinton corners

until the 1960s, recently contacted the

society to donate a collection of

vintage clinton photographs handed

down from gladys. the images are of

early classes from the clinton corners

school, friends church bible class and

boys club, a drama club with perform-

ers in costume, a quaker reenactment

group, and a

girls basketball

team. See 1930
photo at right,
unusual for the
team’s broad
smiles in an era
that typically
featured staid
group photos.)

dating from 1907 through 1932,

the photos have the important addi-

tional feature that gladys was able to

identify and name many of  the people

in the photos. these families include

the familiar local families of  Wing,

Burdick, griffen, Allendorph, Bedell,

talleur, and of  course lovelace. in

2006 diane’s mother helen lovelace

robinson also donated a very signifi-

cant collection of  early clinton photos

and artifacts, including the diaries of

helen’s grandmother (born 1871), with

entries made every day for 35 years

from 1924 through 1958!

diane’s donations will make a

wonderful addition to our lovelace

c o l  l e c t i o n ,

and we are

very grateful

to her mother

and her for

think ing of

our society

to pre serve

these impor-

tant artifacts

of  our clinton history and heritage.

Thank you, Diane and Helen.
We warmly welcome these kinds

of  additions to our archive, including

copying of  valued family photos and

documents.  Please keep us in mind.

ViNtage PhOtOS added tO SOCiety’S COLLeCtiON

THE SATURDAY NIGHT 
SQUARE DANCE

they wait all week for saturday night,

the faces are scrubbed, all shiny and bright.

the grange in clinton is where we will go,

to dance and to sing as much as we know.

A piano, fiddle, and banjo make the 

sounds,

that we dare to dance to – in leaps and 

bounds.

it’s 9 to 1 with a half-hour break,

time for some coffee and homemade cake.

While soda was fine, beer always was not,

this place is dry, alcohol we ain’t got.

four more couples and away we go,

the dance was there come rain or snow.

farm folks come to dance and to prance,

some had a drink or two by chance.

saturday night was for dancing and booze,

And to kick the manure off of the shoes.

the older folks sat ’round the room,

they never moved no matter the tune.

the fiddle screeched, the piano moaned,

the banjo twanged, and everyone groaned.

the music was loud, all sounded the same,

no matter: it was all part of  the game.

the dancing went on and on until one,

Just when we were really having some fun.

today is sunday, we are off  to pray

that we’ll be back to dance another day.

— Paul E. Schwarze

Paul joined in many square dances at the
Grange and at Wing’s Hall in the 1950s and
early ’60s. If anyone is interested, he welcomes
the opportunity to help revive this lively pastime.

roof repair on The

Creek meeTing houSe

Although it seems like a distant memory

now,  we had unusually heavy snowfall

during the winter of  2010–2011. Our valued

copper roof  suffered damage, with snow

guards ripped out and copper sheathing torn.

facilities chair dick coller was successful in

having the damage repaired by the original

installer, in our ongoing effort to be good

stewards of  our landmark building.
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including a wagon
house, two barns, a
chicken coop, a
smokehouse, a pig
house, a woodshed,
and an outhouse. As
with all old houses,
repairs and renova-
tions were done
over the years, but
the structure retains
its original wood siding and trim
and porch columns, as well as the
original doors, chimneys, and wide-
board floors in the interior. Phil
Keck has worked with the owners
on all the restoration that has been
done at the farm, including the inte-
rior and exterior of  the house and
the barns.   

the current owners have heard
many anecdotal stories about their
property from former caretaker Pat
liefer, who worked on the property
for 42 years. Pat recalled that there
was once an icehouse located down
by long Pond, as well as a fruit
orchard on the hill east of  the
house. When the property was still
actively farmed, there were Black
Angus cattle, dairy cows, pigs,
horses, sheep, goats, and chickens.
Pat now serves as farm advisor to
the owners. 

lenore and dot do all of  the
brushhogging and lawnmowing and
have restored many of  the stone
walls themselves. freddie Poulson
keeps the two lazer lawnmowers
and “Walter,” the ford 4600 tractor,
in good working order at the farm;
and, with the help of  terry and
lisa Kilmer from Grey Horse Farm,
the property produced almost 500
square bales of  horse hay and 18
round bales in one cutting this year.

When lenore and dot bought
the farm, they changed the name

from Dead Horse Farm to Tale of
the Hawk Farm following a series
of  hawk sightings on the property
during the course of  the purchase
transaction. the name honors the
hawks that reside at the farm and
recognizes the native American
culture’s belief  that hawks are
sacred messengers and carriers of
wisdom. the owners are very
proud that they have been able to
turn their property back into a
working farm, and they feel very
fortunate to be living in the town
of  clinton.

Tale of the Hawk Farm is an
example of  an historically signifi-
cant house and property in the
town of  clinton that has been
thoughtfully maintained and
preserved throughout the years.
recognizing the efforts of  these
owners helps increase community
awareness of  clinton’s strong
history and wealth of  historic
structures. We hope it will also
strengthen interest in preservation
as a legacy for future generations of
clinton residents.

Author Lisa Thomas serves on the
CHS Board of Trustees and chairs the
Society’s Landmark Designation com -
mittee. To find out more about the
Clinton Landmark Designation program
or to apply, please contact Lisa at
LisaNadelThomas@ gmail.com. 

Clinton Landmark:
Tale of The

hawk farm

(cont’d from page 1)

“Walter’s cousin” in a hayfield at Tale of the Hawk Farm

ANNOUNCEMENTS

annual meeting and Covered

dish Supper: friday, april 13,

6:30 pm. nominations for officers

and trustees are welcome. call

Mary Jo nickerson, 266-3066.

Please bring your favorite covered

dish. desserts and beverages will

be provided. Bring a friend!

g

Special program on may 4, 7 pm

(to be held at Clinton Town hall):

“Sweet Violets,”  a film by tobe carey 

(see back cover for details)

g

annual Tag Sale: Sat. may 26,

9–4 and Sunday, may 27, 9–3.

We are seeking donations (no

clothing). Please remember us for

your unwanted items of  value.

Our tag sale is a significant

source of  funds for our programs.

call Mary Jo for pickup, 266-3066. 

g

2012 dues are due: your address

label on this newsletter shows the

most recent year of  paid dues. if

you’ve missed 2011 or earlier,

paying only 2012 will bring you

current. your membership is

important to fund our educational

and preservation programs. 

individual– $15; family–$25;

friend–$50; Patron–$100; Bene-

factor–$250; Visionary–$500;

life–$2,500. Please make your

check payable to the Clinton

historical Society and send to

 PO Box 122, clinton corners, ny

12514.  Thank you for your support!

g
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reTurn SerViCe reQueSTed

fri., april13, 6:30 pm:
Annual Meeting & Supper 

fri., may4, 7 pm:“Sweet
Violets,” film at Town Hall

SaT. & Sun., may26 & 27
Annual Tag Sale

(see details within)

the clinton community library and clinton
historical society will co-sponsor a showing of  the

documentary Sweet Violets, by tobe carey. the film tells the
forgotten story of  the violet-
growing industry in rhinebeck
from  the 1870s  until 1979,
including interviews with
historians and violet growers. 

in the Victorian era and
beyond, violets were the
corsage and bouquet flower of
choice. At its peak in 1912,
growers shipped more than five
million blooms for easter from
the rhinecliff  train station. 

clinton town supervisor
Jeff  Burns will speak about the
violet industry in the town of  clinton, reminiscing about
his grandfather's violet greenhouses which were located

on fiddlers Bridge road on the property now owned by
Barbara and tom Myers.  

Violet growing was a highly profitable and popular
industry in dutchess county
with the major market being
new york city. Other families
in clinton grew violets for this
important market. Many fam   -
ilies had greenhouses in their
backyards, transporting violets
by horse-drawn wagons, or,
later, by trucks to the railroad
stations in rhinebeck and
hyde Park. 

Join your friends and neigh-
bors in the main meeting
room in the Clinton Town

hall on Centre road to hear this interesting aspect of  our
town’s and region’s history. refreshments will be served. 

Sweet Violets a doCumenTary film by Tobe Carey

friday, may 4 aT 7 p.m.  •  ClinTon Town hall, 1215 CenTre road

Coming Events

ClinTon CommuniTy library & ClinTon hiSToriCal SoCieTy preSenT

View a “sneak peek”  of the film online at: http://tinyurl.com/sweetviolets

VOn der linden ViOlet greenhOuse, rhinebeck


