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The Last One-Room Schoolhouse
by Craig Marshall

n the 1940s and 1950s, one-room schools across New York do not make a student.” Board president Lewis Hawley Winne
IState were being closed and consolidated into central school asserted that central schools would “educate the children properly.”
districts to provide “better” education for students with Meetings were held with parents of children attending both the
improved facilities for classrooms. Gymnasiums replaced lawns and ~ Schultzville school and the Rhinebeck Central School to compare

fields around the schoolhouses for recess activities. Were all school what was being taught.
districts enthusiastic about consolidation? Was the new system Mrs. Bowman maintained that the petition to keep the school
really better? Two districts in Clinton were very opposed and open, which had been signed by 90 percent of Schultzville school

successfully resisted this change for several years. In 1940, after the ~ district voters, was being ignored by the RGSD board. Reflecting
Rhinebeck school (grades 1-12) partially the beliefs of many in the Schultzville
burned the previous year leaving only the school district, Mrs. Edwin Russell—who
high school portion intact, the Rhinebeck taught in the Schultzville, Bulls Head, and
School Board proposed centralizing the other one-room schools for 25 years—
schools in the Rhinebeck area. Sixteen stated that her students could “read and
neighboring school districts—including write and knew the alphabet and were
three Clinton districts—were notified
and invited to hear from the state about
centralization. Two of those Clinton
districts were Schultzville and Bulls Head,
each with a one-room schoolhouse and

competitive. Some children came from
city schools to the rural school and they
were far behind in their grades according
to our syllabus. I don’t hold with the
theory that the bigger a thing is, the better

a single teacher instructing kindergarten it is, as sometimes the best things come in

through sixth grade. There was great 1973 photo of Schultzville school built ¢. 1850 small packages.”

controversy surrounding the pros and cons On December 8, 1958, the RCSD
board voted 4-2 to close the school, and despite a
series of complaints from local residents, the school
did close around 1960. How did the Schultzville
students feel about closing the school? Three residents
who attended the school in its last years—Shirley Ann
White, Russ Tompkins, and Donna Miller—all agreed
with Mary that they were well prepared for their
following grades at RCSD and saw many positives
with the open-class environment of the one-room

of this change but in the end centralization prevailed,
bringing to a close an educational system that had
lasted over a hundred years.

CHS member Mary Marshall recalls being
transferred to Rhinebeck for fourth grade when her
Bulls Head schoolhouse closed in 1954. According to
a news article in 1963, the one-room schoolhouse in
Schultzville was the last in Dutchess County to close.
It lasted as long as it did because district residents and
parents were adamant that centralization was not a school. “A larger playground like the central schools
better solution for educating their children and spent = had would have been nice, but we certainly had fun
years protesting the change. In 1958 the board of the : in our recesses, with all grades playing together,”
Rhinebeck Central School District (RCSD) proposed Sfﬁ?‘ltivll?e school bell o ga1ed Russ. The Schultzville school building has
closing the Schultzville school, which had twenty display in Town Hall

since been enlarged, improved, and preserved

students at that time. Clinton resident Mary Bowman by later owners and still retains its bell tower and
(wife of Schultzville farm equipment dealer Don original “schoolhouse look.” It remains an historical
Bowman) requested that the RCSD Board not close the school, and  architectural asset to the hamlet and the town.

cited a petition given to the Board stating that the school should Thanks to CHS member Donna Miller, and to Grace Krut and the online
remain open. She contended in her letter that “school buildings Arlington High School 1964 log for material used in this article.
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NEWS & NOTES

Members are encouraged to submit

information of interest to the Society
at large. Please send your emails to
us clo craigmarshall266@aol.com.

December 1, 6:30 PM
“Holiday Potluck Supper & Auction”
Bring your favorite potluck dish and a
wrapped gift to our holiday get-together.

Shoppers Needed
Please stop by our Holiday Craft Fair
on Saturday, December 2, 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. (snow date: 12/3) to do some
holiday shopping and chat with local
crafters. The Society will be selling
crafts and seasonal tag sale items, baked
goods, and homemade soup. For more
information contact Glenda at 266-5203.

Membership Renewal
The year’s end 1s fast approaching and
soon you will receive your membership
renewal notice. We are grateful for your
support in 2017 and ask you to consider
increasing your membership to a higher
category in 2018.

Visit Our Website!
Please enter clintonhistoricalsociety.org
in your browser to check out our website.
And remember, when shopping on
Amazon, register with Amazon Smile to
have your purchases benefit the society:
Town of Clinton Historical Society.
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Cynthia Koch, president
Craig Marshall, vice president
Cathy McMahon, secretary
Kathleen Everett, treasurer

Carol Burns Jim Pellegrino

Dick Coller Glenda Schwarze
Norene Coller Joseph “Trip” Sinnott
Terry Gotthelf Kameron Wells
Judith Grabowski Kyle Wells

Mary Jo Nickerson

Newsletter Team: Craig Marshall, Fudith Grabowski,
Trip Sinnott, and Eliot Werner.

Clinton Hastorical Sociely is a not-for-profit
organization established lo preserve, maintain,
promote, and educate on matlers of historical
significance and interest in the Town of Clinton
and Dutchess County.

Friend us on Facebook at
Clinton Historical Society

(Seated) Craig Marshall and (standing l-r) Gary Davis, Jaye Davis, Seth Raness, Joan Carbonaro,
Laura Walf; Michael Grabowski, Terry Gotthelf, Idan Sims, and Glenda Schwarze.

Highlights from Our Successful Progressive Dinner

Our October 14th event raised $5,000! In perfect fall weather, 109 participants were
hosted at two beautiful wine and cheese locations and 12 dinner parties around town.
Dessert provided a variety of homemade goodies by a “Dutch milkmaid” attired Board
member and seven other bakers and a sing-along with a 1925 player piano led by the
bowler-wearing town historian.
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The table is a meeting place... A person cooking is a person giving.
LAURIE COLWIN

Dear Progressive Dinner hosts,

To open your home as a meeting place for friends, old and

new, makes sharing food and wine an experience that goes

beyond a table. Your support of the Clinton Historical

Society 1s appreciated. Thanks to your efforts this year’s

Progressive Dinner, by all accounts, was a great success!

Sincerely,

Judith Grabowski




Please make check payable to Clinton Historical Society.

Name:
Mailing Address:
Zip
BUILDING CLINTORC
An Architectural Survey Email: Date:

TITLE

QTY | PRICE

p—— 7 BUILDING CLINTON
Grea.I. HO[ldag Glﬂ. | An Architectural Survey1760-1965

Mail book order to:

0O CHS member  $27*
[ONon-member  $38*
*includes NYS sales tax

O Mailing cost  +$5.50

Clinton Historical Society
PO Box 122, Clinton Corners, NY 12514 TOTAL

$

A lwely group of volunteers has been organizing and cataloging our historical collections this fall. More
volunteers are always welcome! Pictured (-1): Jeremy Wolf, student intern_from Bard College; Cynthia
Koch, CHS president; Joann Schmidt, CHS member; Paul Thomas, CHS member (seated); Paul
Contarino, volunteer archwist; Craig Marshall, CH.S vice president.

In a recent Quilt Exhibition at the Dutchess Community
College Art Gallery, two quilts were on loan, one from the
CHS archives Rogers Collection and the other from CHS

member Gladys Estony. They were the only two antique
quilts of over 35 on display and received great comments.
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In Memoriam
Louise ‘McDermott

Our Society lost a beloved and

valued founding member when
CHS Life Member Louise McDermott
passed away in July. Louise was very
active in community affairs, including
leadership of the Friendship Garden
Club, treasurer of the East Clinton
Fire District for 21 years, president of
the Millbrook PTA, and member of
the CHS Advisory Committee. She
also taught remedial reading in the
Millbrook elementary school for 30
years. Louise was instrumental in the
construction of Friends Park in Clinton
Corners, chairing the very successful
fundraising committee. In May 2006,
as Bill and Louise prepared to move
to Connecticut to be close to their
children and grandchildren, grateful
Clinton residents gave the McDermotts
a farewell dinner in recognition of
their many years of community service.
Louise is remembered fondly and will
be greatly missed.
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TOWN OF CLINTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY
PO BOX 122
CLINTON CORNERS, NY 12514

Friday, December 1, 6:30 PM
Holiday Potluck Supper
and Auction

Friday, December 1, 6:30 PM

“Holiday Potluck Supper and Auction™

Bring your favorite potluck dish and a wrapped gift to our holiday get-together.

Saturday, December 2, 10 AM - 4 PM
Annual Holiday Craft Fair

Handmade crafts, baked goods, and homemade
soup for sale. Shop locally and support the Society.
Free admission.




