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Celebra.tmg our 50t Anniversary €

THE QUAKER MEETING HOUSE TOUR

uly 4, 2026, will mark 250 years since the signing of the
Declaration of Independence. Nationally, this celebration is
known as “REV250.” Activities are being planned through 2029.
- This year, the Clinton Historical Society (CHS), in cooperation
OETONC £ e S with three other Dutchess County communities that have preserved
Ol B 10 DENCE H O LS 1 historic Quaker Meeting Houses, will offer The Quaker Meeting
] House Tour.

The Quaker Meeting House Tour will feature open houses with educational
exhibits and docent-led tours at four preserved historic meeting houses in Dutchess
County: Oblong (1764) in Pawling; Nine Partners (1780) in Millbrook; Creek (1777)
in Clinton; and Crum Elbow (1797/1810) in Hyde Park.

The open houses will be offered on the first Sunday of each month June 1—
November 2. On these first Sundays, all four Meeting Houses will be open to the
public from noon to 4 p.m., highlighting the history of the Meeting House and the
significant role that Quakers have played in local history, influenced by their pacifism
during the American Revolution, and their commitment to antislavery and women’s
rights movements. Admission will be free.

When the meeting houses are closed, signs will be posted outside with a QR code
that will link the viewer’s smart phone to the information contained in the exhibit and
photos of the interior, enabling visitors to tour on their own schedule.

At the time of the Revolution, Friends (Quakers) were the 5th largest religious
group in America, and Dutchess County was home to one of the largest Quaker
populations in North America.

The interiors of the Oblong, Nine Partners, and Crum Elbow meeting houses
are near original to their 18th century construction, with open ceilings, benches, and
movable partitions between the men’s and women’s business meeting rooms.

Bill Jeftway, Executive Director of the Dutchess County Historical Society,
noted that the Tour will be “... a first-ever opportunity to see all four historic Quaker
Meeting Houses open to the public, showcasing three interiors as the Quakers used
them for worship in the 1700s. This is a powerful American story of the freedom to
practice one’s religion without interference and a powerful Dutchess County story
given the size of our local Quaker community.”

Anti-slavery was an important topic in the Quaker religion. We are fortunate to

have the Mid-Hudson Antislavery History Project as an additional partner providing
valuable historical information. We are also grateful to the Dutchess County legislature
for appropriating $75,000 in grant money to the historical societies in Dutchess County
CLIRUM KLI3OAY 3 to help commemorate the 250th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of
MEETING HOUSE e Independence, and to Dutchess County Tourism for assisting with marketing,
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NEWS & NOTES

Members are encouraged to submit
mnformation of interest to the Society at
large. Please send your emails to us
clo craigmarshall266@aol.com.

Potluck Supper and

Annual Business Meeting
The potluck supper and annual business
meeting is Friday, April 4, 6:30 p.m.
at the Creek Meeting House.
Please bring a covered dish to share.

50™ Anniversary

In celebration of Clinton Historical
Society’s 50th Anniversary this year, we
will join in the inaugural Farm Festival
planned by CHS trustee Bob Schoch
of Primrose Hill Farm Saturday,
October 11. The Festival will feature
vintage farm machinery, tools and
practices in addition to family activities
and entertainment. CHS will host an
anniversary dinner with recognition
awards.

Board of Trustees
Cynthia Koch, president
Craig Marshall, vice president
Cathy McMahon, secretary
Frank McMahon, treasurer
James Brands
Anne Chen
Rise Cross
Marge Fountain
William Holman
James Metcalfe
Richard Morse
Lisa Noval
Frank Ruggerone
Robert Schoch
Glenda Schwarze
Barbara Seelbach

Newsletter Team
Kathleen Flood, Judith Grabowski,
Craig Marshall, and Trip Sinnott

Clinton Hustorical Society 1s a not-for-profit
organization established to preserve, maintain,
promote, and educate on matters of historical

significance and interest in the Town of Clinton
and Dutchess County.

Friend us on Facebook at
Clinton Historical Society
clinton_historical_society.

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FOUNTAINS

e are very pleased to recognize

Marjorie and Harold Fountain
celebrating 65 years of marriage and 50
years as charter members of the Clinton
Historical Society.

Hal and Marge met in 1955 in
Cortland, NY when Marge interned out
of Towa State College as a senior, and Hal,
having just graduated Cornell University,
was employed by the County Extension.
They married in 1959 at Saint Anthony’s
Catholic Church in Pine Plains, and in
1963 purchased Hibernia Hill Farm in Clinton Corners, where they still live.

The Fountains raised Morgan horses for 25 years, then changed to Percheron
draft horses, to pull carriages and wagons, and for show at the Dutchess County Fair.
Hal enjoyed a career in real estate appraisal. He served on the Clinton Town

Board and the Rhinebeck Bank Board. Marge taught sewing, baking and home
economics as a 4-H Club leader for many years. She continues to serve on the CHS
Board as Chair of Hospitality and Reservations. Notably, she authored the first
Driving Tour fundraiser in 1975 while serving on the CHS Bicentennial Committee.
Marge and Hal have five children, nine grandchildren and one great grandson.

Their story has been wonderfully captured by the Northern Dutchess News
February 12 edition. A link to the article can be found on the CHS website, www.
clintonhistoricalsociety.org.
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CLINTON COMMUNITY DAY FLOATS TO SPRING

This year Clinton Community Day will be held on Saturday, June 7 at the Creek
Meeting House site starting at 11 AM. CHS will participate with an exhibit

of antique framed samplers, a tour of our archive, and a float in the parade
celebrating our 50% anniversary. Clinton Community Day was started by the
Upton Lake Grange in 1917 and continued for many years until 2008. It was
revived in 2022 and is now hosted by the new organization Friends of Clinton.

Call for Floats!

In the past, an important feature of the community day parade was floats created
by town organizations. It was an opportunity to showcase group pride and
feature members, as well as publicity to attract new people. Friends of Clinton is
encouraging the rebirth of floats in the parade by holding an information meeting
on constructing floats of all kinds, followed by a workshop for those who plan

to build and enter a float. The free information meeting and workshop will offer
suggestions for design, decorations, construction materials, volunteer trailers and
drivers, volunteer build helpers, and safety.

Information Meeting: Saturday, March 29 Workshop: Saturday, April 5
Both will be held at 10 AM in the East Clinton Firehouse, Clinton Corners.

We are also encouraging decorated bikes. Prizes will be awarded for “Best Float”
and “Best Decorated Bike” at Clinton Community Day.

To register for the information meeting, please email craigmarshall266@aol.com.



QUAKERS AND THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION
By Cynthia M. Koch

height of the momentous clashes in New York, as the British sought control
of the Hudson River to divide rebellious New England from the Mid-
Atlantic and Southern colonies.

Members of the Society of Friends (Quakers) were suspected by both sides for
their faith-based refusal to take part directly or indirectly in the hostilities. They
believed that the spirituality residing within every person is the “dwelling place of
the light within” (that is God) and it is therefore wrong to take a human life. Yet their
pacifism extended beyond a refusal to serve in the military to a range of forbidden

r I Yhe Creek Meeting House was under construction in 1777-1780 during the

activities.

In many colonies—New York included—TFriends had been
exempted from service in local militias, but with the onset of
hostilities laws were passed requiring them to provide substitutes
or financial support in licu of service. Friends deliberated on
these and related issues and determined that any payment in
lieu of service was tantamount to advancing the rebellion;
they also refused to pay most taxes, viewing them as indirect
support for the war. Neither would they pay fines, forcing
Revolutionary authorities to seize their property. They would
not sell provisions to the warring armies, be reimbursed for
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requisitions of goods by either army, or accept payments for
the use of their premises for quartering troops. They would
not accept Continental currency in their business transactions
because they believed it advanced the Revolutionary cause.
Nor would they declare allegiance to the new government
because Friends were bound by their faith to support the
legally constituted government, which led them to be viewed
by many rebels as Loyalist.

Many Quaker merchants
nonviolently protested the
1765 Stamp Act through
non-tmportation agreements.

In July 1776 the largest expeditionary force
ever launched by the British Empire began arriving
in New York harbor. The fleet numbered five
hundred ships, which carried more than 34,000
British regulars and 8,000 Hessian mercenaries.
They landed on Staten Island, a massive force to
oppose Washington’s 23,000-man army, encamped
in the fortified heights of Brooklyn, Manhattan,
and the New Jersey Palisades. They clashed on
August 27 at the Battle of Long Island with the
Continentals suffering a crushing defeat. Despite
bitter battles in New York and the Hudson Valley,
from that point until November 1783 the British
controlled New York City, which became the
political and military hub of the British command
in North America throughout the war.

With the British in control of New York City,
Long Island, and neighboring parts of Westchester
County, Americans held the remainder of New
York from Dutchess County north to Lake Champlain. Northern Westchester
County was a no-man’s land between the enemy lines. For New York Quakers the

Many Quakers lefl the faith and
pledged allegiance to the new United
States. Major-General Nathanael
Greene, a_former Quaker from
Rhode Island, became one of George
Washington’s most trusted officers.

long-term presence of the contending armies made life especially difficult as they
attempted to maintain neutrality in the face of contending wartime governments.

Thus 1s one in a series of forthcoming articles based on my historical research for the Creek Meeting
House Historic Structure Report, which is guiding the restoration project.

HOLIDAY FAIR A SUCCESS

he Creek Meeting House once again

was a big draw for vendors and
shoppers alike at the annual Holiday Craft
& Gift Fair held Saturday, December 7.

The event featured 13 vendor booths,
with homebaked goods and soups for sale.
Themed raffle baskets, such as lottery
tickets, coffee, eco-friendly tea, and kids’
items proved popular.

Sales were brisk for local artists, who
offered crafts such as polymer clay, wood
carvings, handbags and beaded jewelry.
Other vendors offered weavings, fine art
prints, and dog accessories. The Society’s
tag sale table featured a colorful, eclectic
display of holiday themed antiques,
decorations and gifts.

Many thanks to our chairperson Pat
Phelan and her team, Lisa Noval, Cathy
McMahon, Glenda Schwarze, and Mary
Jo Nickerson. Thanks also to the many
volunteers and basket donors who helped
to make the event a success.

2025 DUES ARE DUE

Your CHS membership is important!
The addyess label on this newsletter
shows the most recent year of paid dues.
(Annual dues run fanuary - December)

Student........coeeeeereeeennenns $10
Individual........cccooooo.... $20
Family ...coooooiiiiiinin $35
Friend........cccooooeeiiiannnn. $75
Donor ......ccoeeeeveienen $150
Patron........ccccocoeeveeennnn. $250
Benefactor..........c......... $500
Visionary........cceeeeveeee. $1,000
Life .cooieiiiiiiiiiee, $5,000

Please make checks payable to:
Clinton Historical Society
and
mail to: PO Box 122
Clinton Corners, NY 12514

clintonhistoricalsociety.org
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FRIDAY, MARCH 7 | 7:30 PM .
. Queen City in Flux: Three Centuries
of Growth and Loss in Poughkeepsie

APRIL 4, 6:30 PM
¢ POTLUCK SUPPER "’

Bring a covered
dish to share.

Annual
Business
Meeting

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

FIRST FRIDAY PROGRAM MEETINGS

First Friday program videos are on our website under People, Places, Stories.

Other Events...

MARCH 7, 7:30 PM N NN

In person & Zoom

Queen City in Flux: Three Centuries of
Growth and Loss in Poughkeepsie
Presented by Shannon Butler, historian.
Over the past three centuries, Poughkeepsie
has morphed from a tiny settlement into

a bustling village, an industrial center, and

MAY 2, 7:30 PM In person & Zoom
West Side Story: When You're a Jet
Presented by David and Jean Bean

Fri. & Sat, April 25 & 26

9 AM -4 pPM
at the Creek Meeting House

Gently used donations may be left

In 1961 Clinton Corners’ own David Bean
played a Jet named “Tiger” in the original
West Side Story movie. Six decades later
David was invited by Steven Spielberg to
appear in his 2021 film version. David and

even a so-called “Model City,” and we will
see more changes as the Queen City on the
Hudson continues to remain a city in flux.
Join historian Shannon Butler as we venture
back in time and discuss some of the major
changes that have taken place.

The Queen City in Flux
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on the porch from April (2-23.

Jean will be sharing
these “bookends” and
other highlights of

their “extraordinary,

Pleage no upholstered furniture
clothing, electronics or CDg/ DVDs/VHS

ordinary lives” on both
sides of the Atlantic.
Many of these stories
are also captured in
David’s acclaimed
book When You’re a Fet.
Signed books will

FIRST SUNDAYS, Noo~ — 4 PM

6/1 | 7/6 | 83| 9/7 1] 10/5 | 11/2
See page [ for details.

be for sale at the talk with a portion of the
proceeds donated to CHS.




