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he Clinton Historical Society
I will celebrate its 50th
Anniversary Saturday, October
18 with a “History Hoedown” a
barbecue dinner and dance under

the stars at the Primrose Hill Farm in
Clinton.

SAVE Tye INE

The fundraiser will cap off OCTOBER 18
Primrose Hill Farm’s premier Heritage EUUPM
Harvest Festival, hosted by farm owner Celebrating 50
CLINTON l-liSTI]III[M. Sﬂ[lﬂ‘i

and Historical Society trustee Bob
Schoch, whose farm at 203 Fiddlers
Bridge Road has been in Bob’s family
for eight generations. The Festival
will feature programs focused on
managing an historic rural property,
with presentations on agricultural,
environmental, forestry management,
and preservation methods for houses
and barns. History enthusiasts will
enjoy talks by history writers and
demonstrations of long ago games and hobbies
for children and adults. The farm’s Dutch bank
barn, built in the late 1700, will be open to
display antique agricultural equipment, and
hayrides around the property will be offered
throughout the day:.

The Society’s History Hoedown dinner-
dance will begin at 6 p.m. under a large tent on
the farm, including dinner catered by Fireside
BBQ and Grill of Salt Point, and local Hudson
Valley musicians who will lead group square and line dancing to country music.

The public is invited to both events. Tickets for the daytime Heritage
Harvest Festival, which will run from 9 a.m.=5 p.m., are $40 for adults and §15
for students. Tickets to the History Hoedown dinner and dancing are $100 ($90
for Historical Society members). All profits from the Heritage Harvest Festival
and the History Hoedown are being donated to the Society to benefit the Creek
Meeting House Restoration.

T

DANCING - DINNER - SILENT AUCTION - LIVE MUSIC

A fundraiser to benefit the restoration
of the Creek Meeting House

Event follows Primrose Hill Farm’s
Heritage Harvest Festival

203 FIDDLER'S BRIDGE RD STAATSBURG, NY

Primrose Hill Farm’s Dutch bank barn

For more information, check our website at www.clintonhistoricalsociety.org
or email Craig Marshall at craigmarshall266@aol.com.

Celebra,tmg Our 50t Anniversary
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SUMMER EXHIBIT:
ANTIQUE SAMPLERS

Rare original needlework samplers
crafted by local schoolgirls from 1798

through 1846 were on display during
weekends in June. This free exceptional
exhibit also included significant histories of
the students, materials used, and historical
notes on the making of samplers.

Most of the samplers exhibited were
made at the Nine Partners Boarding School
in Millbrook. Independent sampler scholar
and researcher Stacy Whittaker, exhibit
co-curator with Craig Marshall, provided
historical information about each of the
24 samplers. This drew a lot of attention
and generated interesting questions which
Stacy ably handled each of the eight days
the exhibit was open. She also gave a
presentation on Dutchess County samplers
that included several from her collection.
Another special presentation was given by
Kathy Moyer. Kathy has been researching
and studying the history of the famous
Quaker Nine Partners Boarding School for
many years, and her talk was a fascinating
look at the school, its students and Quaker
education. CHS was very fortunate to have
several local collectors loan us their valuable
samplers, and thanks them for their
generosity. Many from these collections
were never seen before on public display,

attracting numerous collectors of samplers.
CHS 1s indebted to Stacy for her expertise
in developing this memorable exhibit.

Kathy Moyer talked about the Nine Partners school.
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NEWS & NOTES

Members are encouraged to submit
information of interest to the Society at
large. Please send your emails to us
clo craigmarshall266@aol.com.

Welcome New Members
Robert McHugh
Carmela Patten
Mady Goldstein & Richard Marshall

MEETING HOUSE RENTAL
The Society rented our Creek Meeting
House to an independent film company
for two weeks in June. They were
filming, “Rain Reign” on a private
property on Schultzville Road and used
the Creek Meeting House for make-up
and costume dressing. The film is about
a father and his daughter who suffers
from a neuro-divergent condition. It is
planned to be released sometime next
year. CHS earned over $5,000 for the
rental, which has been deposited to
support the restoration of the Creek
Meeting House.

Board of Trustees
Cynthia Koch, president
Craig Marshall, vice president
Cathy McMahon, secretary
Frank McMahon, treasurer
James Brands
Anne Chen
Rise Ciross
Marge Fountain
William Holman
James Metcalfe
Camille Milea
Richard Morse
Lisa Noval
Robert Schoch
Glenda Schwarze

Newsletter Team
Kathleen Flood, Judith Grabowski,
Craig Marshall, and Trip Sinnott

Clinton Hustorical Soctety is a not-for-profit
organmization established to preserve, maintain,
promote, and educate on matters of historical

significance and interest in the Town of Clinton
and Dutchess County.

Friend us on Facebook at
Clinton Historical Society
clinton_historical_society.

Celebrating Our 5Ot Anniversary €

In June the Clinton
Historical Society
celebrated 50 years
with a float in the
parade on Clinton
Community Day.
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DONATIONS ACCEPTED OCT. 11 - 22.
PLEASE NO UPHOLSTERED FURNITURE,
CLOTHING, ELECTRONICS, OR
$KI/SNOWBOARD EQUIPMENT.

QUAKER gl g
MEETING HOUSE TOUR e

— [ I — History Hoedown
PG on October 18"

will take the place
of the Progressive
Dinner this year.

FIRST SUNDAYS
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CREEK MEETING AND THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION
By Cynthia M. Koch

n April 19, 1776, one year to the day after the Battles of Lexington and Concord and the start

of the American Revolution, Jonathan Hoag and Paul Upton—Quakers who were among the

founders of the Creek Meeting—presented to the Nine Partners Monthly Meeting the deed
for two acres of land purchased for £10 from Abel Peters (1750—1799), a landowner and storekeeper in
what is now Clinton Corners. Not a Quaker, Peters fought in the Revolutionary War and circa 1784 built
a brick house that still stands north of the Creek Meeting House at 2461 Salt Point Turnpike. The Nine
Partners Monthly Meeting approved building a meeting house “over the [Wappingers] Creek” for members
who lived in Clinton Corners and construction began in 1777. But it would be delayed as members were
harassed and even jailed under suspicion of having Loyalist sympathies.

In 1776 three Nine Partners Iriends—]Jacob Deane, John Hallock, and Solomon Haight—were
arrested and imprisoned out of state for refusing to pass Continental currency. Two of them (Hallock and
Haight) were members of the Creek Meeting. The Friends’ June 1777 New York Yearly Meeting, held at
Flushing, was the first one held in British-occupied New York. On their return from yearly meeting, twenty
local Iriends (two of them women) were detained in Poughkeepsie by the nation’s first spy agency, the
Commission for the Detecting and Defeating of Conspiracies. Although commissioners Melancton Smith
and Peter Cantine wrote to the Committee on Safety on their behalf, six were sent to Fleet Prison, a group
of Continental Army prison ships anchored at Esopus Creek near Kingston. Three of them—]Jonathan
Dean, Joshua Haight, and Paul Upton—were members of the Creek Meeting and were not released until
October 1777. In 1779 two others, Elijah Hoag (also a member of Creek) and Zacceus Marshall, were jailed
in Poughkeepsie.

Mindful of their precarious political situation, Iriends were careful to monitor their members’
behavior to maintain all appearances of neutrality. In January 1777 Nine Partners members “read and
accepted a paper of Condemnation [against] H. Tripp for talking too much of the Times to much favoring
the Parties against the King.” This may have been Hannah Tripp listed as early as 1761 as a member at
Clinton Corners. Monthly meetings were required to respond to regular queries from the quarterly meeting,
and in July 1777 Nine Partners reported that while no one was affirming allegiance to the [Revolutionary]
government or paying fines [“Priests wages”], one of their members was in military service [“bairing
arms”]. Therefore, they reported, they were not all “cleared” of being concerned in military service but they
were paying British duties and taxes so as not to “defraud the King of his dues.”

HMS JERSEY British Prison Ship. Credit:
U.S. Naval History and Herilage Command.
Six local Quakers including Creek members Paul
Uplon, Jonathan Dean, and Joshua Haight were
umprisoned for four months in the Fleet Prison

at Esopus Creek near Kingston. A contemporary
Bratish prison ship, the HMS Fersey shown here,
was anchored in a sumilar fleet of British prison
ships off the coast of Brooklyn.

This query is very enlightening about the state of local Quakers’ position toward the war. Quakers were continu-
ing to support the monarchy, seeing it as the legitimate government, and refusing to support the Revolutionary
cause. As pointed out by historian Arthur J. Mekeel, however, dissent grew as the war continued and fines for
noncompliance with Revolutionary authorities increased. He estimated that nationally as many as 13 percent of
Quaker males of military age were disowned—two-thirds for performing military service. Men above military age
sometimes paid war taxes or took tests of allegiance to the new nation. As many as 15 percent of Quakers might
have been disowned for reasons related to the war.

Ths is third in a series of articles based on my historical research_for the Creek Meeting House Historic Structure Report, which is guiding the restoration project. The full
Historic Structure Report is now available at https://clintonfustoricalsociely. org/the-creek-meeting-house-historic-structure-report/
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR

FRIDAY PROGRAM MEETINGS Program videos are on our website under People, Places, Stories.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 7:30 PM

Creek Meeting House
Hudson River School of Art:
An American Identity
Presented by Owen Clarke

The Hudson River School of Art developed
after English-born American artist Thomas
Cole settled in Catskill, New York, in 1825.
The art culture that emerged was illustrated
in the landscapes denoting the beauty of the
wilderness and was declared “The Birth of
American Art.”

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 3, 7:30 PM

Creek Meeting House, In person only
The American Revolution in
Dutchess County
Presented by Anthony Musso

A number of extant
structures that are open

to the public testify to the
important role played

by the Hudson Valley
during the American
Revolution—from Quaker

meeting houses and
churches to multiple forts
to private residences and taverns. Learn the
history of these individual buildings and
the role they played during this PowerPoint
presentation that will bring the Revolution
to life.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 7:30 PM

Creek Meeting House
The Fur Trade and
the Coming of the Revolution
Presented by Mavis E. Kane, Associate
Professor of History, U Albany

On the eve of the
American Revolution,
fur exports made New
York’s economy vitally
important to Britain’s
growing economic
engine. This trade was
built on centuries of
diplomatic alliance with
the Haudenosaunee
(Iroquois) and set the
stage for how Continental
, Patriots, New York
Loyalists, Indigenous
people, and enslaved
Black people in New York understood

the Revolution and themselves in the new
nation.
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