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Celebra,tmg Our 50t Anniversary

CLINTON HOLLOW HOME AWARDED LANDMARK STATUS

n application from Michael Kaplan to add
his home at 863 Hollow Road to the roster
8 of landmarked properties was unanimously

% approved by the CHS Board in March. The
Y [andmark Status award recognizes town of’

{ Clinton structures of historical significance that
have been either well preserved or restored to
near original condition.

Although the exact year of its construction
is unknown, the building was first memorialized
in Jacob Smith’s 1797 map as Rudolph Van
Hoevenburgh’s store across the road from James
. Allen’s Clinton Hollow mill, constructed circa
1767. Records show that it had mostly been used

as a store which at times included a post office, a meeting hall, and a Civil War enlistment
facility.

CHS President Cynthia Koch, in her review of the Kaplan application, focused
her attention on Van Hoevenburgh: “7 learned from the owner that the building was once owned
by a Lieutenant in the Revolutionary War named Rudolph Van Hoevenburgh. Van Hoevenburgh lefi a
Journal documenting his experience as a soldier in a_famous but horrific campaign into the “wilderness” of
central NY led by Gen. Sullivan to punish the Native Americans allied with the British. .. Afier the way
Van Hoevenburgh bought property confiscated from a local Loyalist, Bastian Traver — likely the very same
property!”

Notable features of the structure are an interior exposed fieldstone wall, hand-hewn
timbers in the ceilings and likely original wide board heart-pine floors. There is a heavy
plank door with very old hinges to the rear of the current living room which was probably
an exterior door. The west end of the structure was enlarged around 1830.

Alice Rikert kept a store there in the late
1950s. She carried everything from beads
to bread in her tiny store. (But no spirits!
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She was a devout member of the Women’s
Christian Temperance Union.) The store’s
wide cement porch, which remains intact,

was a place to sit and dangle your feet, eat

cookies, and watch the not-so-busy world go
by. If Alice went home for lunch, she never
locked the store. You just waited until she
came back or took what you needed and left the money on the counter.

CHS welcomes this addition to our roster, entered as the Van Hoevenburgh property
circa 1790/1830. As Cynthia pointed out in her review, “Tus house is a great new addition to
our landmarks list ... and just in time for the Revolutionary War 250th anniversary. A find like this makes
doing local history worth it.” Our thanks go out to Michael Kaplan for both his painstaking
work in the preservation of this home and his perseverance in pursuing landmark status. s
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2025 SUMMER EXHIBIT:
SHTIGUE SAMPLERS

he Creek Meeting House Summer

Exhibit will feature schoolgirl
samplers made at the Nine Partners
Boarding School (1798-1846), a
Quaker School in Millbrook, along with
local samplers from Clinton and the
surrounding area. The exhibition is free
and will be open weekends in June from
1-4 PM. Noted sampler speaker Kathy
Moyer will give a talk on the history of
samplers on Saturday, June 28 at 1:30 PM.

The Nine Partners Boarding School
and the samplers made there are known
throughout the world. This exhibit is a
rare opportunity to see these needle works
as they are all in private collections. The
exhibit highlights both the craft and lives
of the girls who made them. A feature of
the show will be a display of linen and silk,
illustrating how the materials used in the
samplers were produced.

The Nine Partners Boarding School
was influenced by the Ackworth School in
England and the Westown Boarding School
in Pennsylvania. The needlework produced
at Nine Partners is reflective of the famous
samplers from both those schools. Over
time, several identifiable styles of sampler
were produced at Nine Partners, which will
be included the exhibit. ¢
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NEWY & NOTES

Members are encouraged to submit
information of interest to the Society at
large. Please send your emails to us

clo craigmarshall266@aol.com.

First Friday program videos are on our
website under People, Places, Stories.
There are no First Friday programs
in June, July, and August.

CERTIFICATES AWARDED

At the April Business Meeting, President
Cynthia Koch and VP Craig Marshall
awarded Certificates of Appreciation
to Cathy McMahon for her exceptional
IT and secretarial services, to Judith
Grabowski for her professional newsletter
design, to Pat Phelan for her leadership
of the successful Craft Fairs, and to Rich
Morse for his dedicated work on the
Creek Meeting House restoration.
We are so fortunate to have these
very talented volunteers.

Board of Trustees
Cynthia Koch, president
Craig Marshall, vice president
Cathy McMahon, secretary
Frank McMahon, treasurer
James Brands
Anne Chen
Rise Cross
Marge Fountain
William Holman
James Metcalfe
Camille Milea
Richard Morse
Lisa Noval
Robert Schoch
Glenda Schwarze

We welcome new Trustee Camille
Milea and thank retiring Trustees Frank
Ruggerone and Barbara Seelbach.

Newsletter Team
Kathleen Flood, Judith Grabowski,
Craig Marshall, and Trip Sinnott

Clinton Hustorical Society is a not-for-profit
organization established to preserve, maintain,
promote, and educate on matters of historical

significance and interest in the Town of Clinton
and Dutchess County.

Friend us on Facebook at
Clinton Historical Society
clinton_historical_society.

DUTCHESS COUNTY QUAKERS AND
THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION

By Cynthia M. Koch

¢ American Revolution began on April 19, 1775, and in memory of that date the nation has begun

official commemoration of its 250th annwersary. This summer;_four historic Quaker Meeting Houses
in Dutchess County—1ncluding the Creek—will be open free of charge on the furst Sunday of every month
s0 that visitors may explore the role of Dutchess County Quakers in the American Revolution. * Quakers
were the fifih largest religious group in colonial America and Dutchess was home to more Quakers than
any region outside the Quaker stronghold of Philadelphia.

The Creek Meeting House was constructed at the height of Revolutionary hostilities
in the Hudson Valley. On April 19, 1776, one year to the day after the battles of
Lexington and Concord, Creek Friends presented to their parent organization—the Nine
Partners Monthly Meeting—a deed for two acres of land that had been purchased from
Abel Peters, a local merchant, for £10. A committee was formed to oversee construction
and another to raise money through “subscriptions” to pay for the new building.

For most of the war the British held New York City and environs, while Washington’s
forces and New York’s Revolutionary government prevailed in Dutchess and the rest
of upstate. Dutchess Quakers were distrusted by both sides for their refusal to take
part directly or indirectly in the hostilities. They would not pay most taxes, serve in the
militia, or pay for substitutes—forcing Revolutionary authorities to seize their property.
Nor would they declare allegiance to the new government, which led them to be viewed
by many rebels as Loyalist sympathizers. They would not use Continental currency, sell
provisions to the warring armies, be reimbursed for requisitions of goods by either army,
or accept payments for the use of their premises for quartering troops.

The Last Cantonment 1783
by Hudson Valley artist
John E Gould depicts the
Fushkill Supply Depot during
the Revolutionary War:
Credit: Friends of the
Fushkill Supply Depot.

Although Dutchess County did not see active fighting, it was a vital crossroads for
American forces because the village of Fishkill hosted the primary supply depot for the
entire Northern Department of the Continental Army. It housed some two thousand
soldiers and their families and included a barracks, hospital, storehouse, stables, artillery
park, and blacksmith shops. Poughkeepesie, the Dutchess County seat, served as New
York’s capital after the burning of Kingston in 1777. In winter 1778 Washington
made his headquarters on Quaker Hill in southern Dutchess and the Oblong Meeting
House there served as an army hospital. The presence of these important centers
of Revolutionary activity greatly impacted the lives of Dutchess CGounty Quakers—
including members of the Creck Meeting—who found themselves the unwilling
inhabitants of a war zone. %

*THE QUAKER MEETING HOUSES TOUR 1s FUNDED BY DuTcHESS COUNTY’S REV250 GRANT
PROGRAM. SEE WWW.CLINTONHISTORICALSOCIETY.ORG FOR EXACT DATES AND TIMES.

T s is the second in a series of articles on Quakers in the American Revolution based on research
conducted for the Creek Meeting House Historic Structure Report.



REMEMBERING THE COLLERS

We are saddened to announce the passing of Norene and Dick Coller after longtime
illnesses. Both were Life Members and extremely active in major projects with our
Society for many years. They were voted as a Trustees Emeriti in 2019.

Norene co-authored 7he Cookinghams of Primrose Hill Farm with Viola Schoch,
for which she received the CHS Preservation Award in 2011. She also researched and
significantly updated a listing of Clinton historic sites and raised funds through grants
and donations for a comprehensive professional survey of Clinton’s historic sites that led
to the society’s important publication Building Clinton: An Architectural Survey 1760-1965.

For many years Dick served as CHS Facilities chair and with his engineering
background was instrumental in maintaining the Meeting House in so many ways,
including overseeing major projects such as the critical roof wood restoration and
installation of the copper roof. He secured from IBM surplus and installed all the
shelving for our valued archives. He was also program chair for many years finding
interesting speakers. Since 1993 he was heavily involved with the restoration of the
Poughkeepsie Railroad Bridge, for which we bestowed on him our CHS Community
Service Award in 2010.
Norene and Dick Coller were awarded Clinton Norene and Dick did so much for the historical society, but more than that they
were wonderful friends who will be sorely missed.

Historical Society Trustees Emeriti in 2019.

QUAKER CLINTON’S COUNTRY
MEETING HOUSE TOUR GARDEN TOUR.
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Dutchess County’s Quaker Meeting House Tour will commence | S
Sunday, June 1. Iree open houses will be offered on the first {-"']‘.‘I‘,';.":'l!r““"l'_-'\_,,‘:
Sunday of the month from 12—4 PM until November 2,

featuring docent-led tours and educational exhibits at four
preserved historic meeting houses in Dutchess County: Oblong
(1764) in Pawling; Nine Partners (1780) in Millbrook; Creek

The Friends of the Clinton Community Library
invite you to tour seven beautiful, diverse, and
creative gardens/landscapes in the

(1777) in Clinton; and Crum Elbow (1797/1810) in Hyde Park. Town of Clinton

Each meeting house will have a display highlighting its
history and the significant role that Quakers have played in SATURDAY & JUNE 28th #10-3 pm
local history, influenced by their pacifism during the American

Revolution, and their commitment to antislavery and women’s

rights movements. The interiors of the Oblong, Nine Partners, q,@%,:',
. .. . B AT
and Crum Elbow meeting ho.u.ses are near original to .thelr \‘g:.gﬁ&
18th century construction. Visitors to our Creek Meeting =
House will view a special 3D video that portrays the interior of FRIENDS OF THE CLINTON COMMUNITY LIBRARY
our building as it likely looked in 1777. The tour will include ‘:,j/fyo/(f tave a garden and a library. gou fave

both floors and our significant archive. “”“"{/’A"”y/””’ need” cremo

When the meeting houses are closed, a QR code will be
posted outside each location. When scanned, the link to the
Quaker Meeting House Tour website will give access to the

$30.00 EARLY PURCHASE @ TICKETS @ $40.00 DAY OF EVENT

exhibit material for all four sites ONLINE O DHSON O SONIACE

. ONLINE
. o CLINTON COMMUNITY LIBRARY
Admission is free.

Scan this QR code for directions and
additional info. Or contact Craig Marshall,
OQMHT Chair, at craigmarshall266@aol.
com or 845-242-5879.

1215 CENTRE ROAD
RHINEBECK, NY 12572
PHONE: 845.495.0655
'WEBSITE: CLINTONCOMMUNITYLIBRARY.ORG

PROCEEDS HELP SUPPORT THE CLINTON COMMUNITY LIBRARY

clintonhistoricalsociety.org
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QUAKER
MEETING HOUSE TOUR

FIRST SUNDAYS, Noon — 4 PM
6/1 | 7/6 | 8/3 | 9/7 | 10/5 | 11/2

See page 3 Jor details.

CLINTON & | g2
COMMUNITY DAY %t
Saturday, June 7,2025 | CHS SUMMER EXHIBIT
g8 ¥ TSem g0 |onTIGUE SAMPLERS
'n."nﬂﬁ-nm..ﬂ_nn-r Tart, Wine truck bu tipla Foad AT THE CREEK MEETING HOUSE
Trucks, Children’s Activitics, Live Masic
PR WEEKENDS IN JUNE
Parade foilowed by Live Music @ 5 FM FROM 1-4 PM
: " '\:__!___ % o
w s ﬁ SATURDAY, JUNE 28
; gt AT 1:30 PM
CREEK MEETING HOUSE ﬂ Join us for
H::L:m:r;umm;n “% A TALK BY KATHY MOYER
A ;"'II":'_“L'" iz T ON THE HISTORY OF SAMPLERS
wirar hy Trim al Clial=r. Wark
e
ity Day check out the As

an archives tour, and watch for
our 50™ Anniversary float
in the parade!
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SAVE THE DATE: October 18, 5-10 PM

PrivroSE HiLr Farm, 203 FIDDLERS BRIDGE RD
Pig Roast, BBQ, Music & Square Dancing!

Please note there are no First Friday programs in _June, July, and August.



