Sharley Jones appreciates the neww ADA-compliant

entrance; also pictured, Ray Oberly and Rich Morse.

ANNUAL APRIL MEETING

potluck supper, annual elections,

and special awards were the featured
highlights of the Annual Meeting held in
the 1777 Creek Meeting House. A large
turnout signaled a return to pre-COVID
attendance and lively socializing

After supper, Nominating Committee
Chair Jim Brands announced that all
officers were
completing a
3-year term:
Cynthia Koch,
President; Craig
. Marshall, Vice
President; Cathy
McMahon,
Secretary;
and Frank McMahon, Treasurer. Cathy
McMabhon cast the ballot for new trustees
elected by members present. Marge
Fountain, Bob Schoch, and Jim Brands
were re-elected, and new member Frank

Ruggerone was welcomed as trustee. Jim
thanked Barbara Sweet for her years of
service on the board.
Special awards then followed with
continued on page 2
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HISTORY OF THE CLINTON ALLIANCE CHURCH
by Craig Marshall

n 1807, John F. Schultz purchased 220
Iacres from one of the Nine Partners to
settle what is now Schultzville. There he
built his family home, a store, and a grist mill
on Wappingers Creek. More settlers built
homes and farms, but there was no church.
In 1860, at the age of 21, John’s

grandson, Theodore Augustus “Gus” Schultz

contracted tuberculosis. He approached some
local pastors and proposed that if he were to bequeath $3,000 and land to build a church
would they establish a congregation? The pastors agreed.

Gus passed away in 1862. The Christian Church of Clinton (Schultzville) was
organized in 1863 and began meeting in a room over the Schultzville General Store. The
church and parsonage were completed and dedicated, circa 1866.

The original church was not affiliated with any Christian denomination. However,
in 1932, when the Congregational and Christian denominations united, the name was
changed to the Schultzville Congregational-Christian Church. Later, the church allied
with the Christian and Missionary Alliance and was reorganized as the Clinton Christian
and Missionary Alliance of Schultzville, New York.

By the late 1970s, there were about a dozen worshippers and no pastor. Nyack
Christian College in Rockland County cared for the little church by sending professors
on a rotating basis to preach on Sundays. The church, parsonage, and church hall were
deteriorating, and the parishioners contemplated closing the church.

Things changed in 1979, however. Newlyweds Tom and Carol Hartley arrived in
the area, and Tom became assistant pastor of the First Baptist Church in Rhinebeck.
Eventually, he was approached by Schultzville resident Mildred Tompkins requesting that
he speak at her hamlet church. He accepted the invitation, and soon found out her goal
was to recruit him as pastor for the church. Tom and Carol were considering other job
possibilities but decided to give the little church a try.

So began Tom’s career as pastor of the Schultzville Christian Alliance Church. The
annual operating budget, which was about $8,000 when Tom and Carol came, is now
over §250,000. Programs contributing to this growth include a Sunday School for all ages,
prayer meetings, home Bible studies, ministry groups, and various youth programs. The
most notable recent addition to the campus is the Youth Center built with donated funds,
material, and labor. The congregation has grown to about 300. The historic church,
parsonage, and church hall structures are in excellent condition. Pastor Tom and Carol
recently received the Preservation Award from the Clinton Historical Society.

Pastor Tom notes, “The real factor that contributed to our growth was the people.
People make or break churches, while pastors come and go.” Coincidentally on that note,
Pastor Tom and Carol are retiring in December after 43 years of dedicated service. We
wish them well! &

clintonhistoricalsociety.org



NEWS & NOTES

Members are encouraged to submit
information of interest to the Society at
large. Please send your emails to us
clo craigmarshall266@aol.com.

Welcome
New Member
and Trustee

owner of FJR &

Clinton Corners.

WEBSITE UPDATE

The Clinton Historical Society website 1s

being re-designed; there is a temporary
page at clintonhistoricalsociety.org
where members can find upcoming
events and a contact form. The new site
should be up sometime in May.

Board of Trustees
Cynthia Koch, president
Craig Marshall, vice president
Cathy McMahon, secretary
Frank McMahon, treasurer
Hon. Jim Brands
Anne Chen
Rise Cross
Marge Fountain
William Holman
Jim Metcalfe
Richard Morse
Lisa Noval
Frank Ruggerone
Robert Schoch
Glenda Schwarze
Hon. Barbara Seelbach

Newsletter Team
Kathleen Flood, Judith Grabowski,
Craig Marshall, and Trip Sinnott

Clinton Historical Society is a not-for-profit
organization established to preserve, maintain,
promole, and educate on matlers of historical

significance and interest in the Town of Clinton
and Dutchess County.

Friend us on Facebook at
Clinton Historical Society
clinton_historical_society.

Frank Ruggerone
Frank is a chef and

Company catering
services. He lives in
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HISTORIC LANDMARKS DRIVING TOUR

DID YOU

Saturday, June 15, 2024 KNOW THAT:
Driving Tour ¢ 11 AM - 4 PM e According to Building Clinton,

Garden AfteP-Pa.I’ty e 4 PM - 6 PM 1760-1965, the Town of Clinton has
338 historically significant properties?

Tour begins at Creek Meeting House aFId ¢ Houses built in Clinton 125 or more
ends at Mole Manor, Salt Point years ago are more numerous than
Join us, even if you do not take the tour! those built after World War II?

$50 CHS members | $60 Non-members ;.An astounding 75% of Clinton’s
istoric buildings remain intact or
$40 Garden After-Party only

have been only minimally altered?

Join the Society's second self-Driving Tour for a guided ramble through
the lanes and back roads of Clinton. Visit 12 historic buildings in Clinton
Corners, Schultzville, Hibernia, and the surrounding countryside. Relax at
a garden after-party at Mole Manor, an historic private home.

Event participants will be provided with their tour route on a keepsake
map. Trained docents at each site will provide exterior building tours,
explaining their historical and architectural significance.

Through the Tour, the Society will call attention to the abundant treasure of
historically significant buildings in Clinton, showcase the Society’s Landmarks
program and raise funds to benefit the restoration of the Creek Meeting
House.

The Society has been recognizing outstanding examples of historic
architecture since 1986, and to date 41 different properties have been
honored for their historic integrity. They range from major buildings such as
the Pleasant Plains Presbyterian Church and Clinton Town Hall to modest
farmhouses and the Clinton Corners Post Office, which was once a one-
room schoolhouse.

If you live in an historic house that you would like to “landmark,” please
email info@clintonhistoricalsociety.org and Jim Metcalfe, our Landmarks
Chair, will be in touch to explain our simplified application process.
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CHS Annual Meeting continued from page 1

Craig presenting a Certificate of
Appreciation to Barbara and Herb Sweet
for their technical leadership in conducting
our valued hybrid First Friday programs.
Jim presented the Society’s Preservation
Award to Pastor Tom and Carol Hartley
whose 43 years of service to the Clinton

| Alliance Church directly resulted in

the preservation of the historic 1866
church building. Cyynthia presented the
Community Service Award to Ray Oberly

Auwardees: Pastor Tom and Carol Hartley, . :
Barbara and Herb Sweet, Ray Oberly for hlS. very long service to :several town
organizations. A surprise gift of flowers

from the Board was given to Cynthia
for her dedicated work and remarkable achievement in obtaining §165,000 in grants to
support our Phase 1 CMH restoration.

Brief reports were made by Treasurer Frank McMahon, Archivist Paul Contarino,
and Friends Cemetery liaison Rich Morse. Cynthia discussed the Creek Meeting House
restoration, noting that Phase 1 has been completed. This included the new slate front
walkway, handicap parking area, raised new porch deck on level with the front door
entrances, ADA gender neutral restroom, and improved security system with WiFi. She
concluded noting that the Society is strong and more restoration grants are being pursued.



President’s Report

Creek Meeting House Construction 1777-1780

| have been doing research on the history of the Creek Meeting House—as part of the Historic Structure Report
that is guiding the planning for the building’s restoration—and am happy to report some of what | have learned.

Of course we have long known that the Creek Meeting House was built during the American Revolution, with
construction beginning in 1777. But new information was uncovered when | spent two weeks at the Friends
Historical Library at Swarthmore College in Pennsylvania, where the records of the New York Yearly (Friends)
Meeting are housed. One of the first things | discovered is that the end date for construction of the Creek
Meeting House is not 1782, as previously reported, but rather 1780. The old Nine Partners Meeting House

in Millbrook had burned in 1778 and the present brick structure was not ready until late 1780. During May-
October 1780 the Creek Meeting House was sufficiently complete to house the regular Nine Partners Monthly
Meetings. At the time Nine Partners was the “parent” meeting for Creek, whose congregation did not attain
its own monthly meeting status until January 1782. Earlier researchers apparently took the authorization of the
Creek Monthly Meeting to signify completion of the building.

As a “subordinate” local meeting of Nine Partners, local meetings for Quakers in what is now Clinton Corners

were authorized in 1771, even though they did not have a meeting house. Called “over the Creek” Friends by
the Nine Partners because they lived on the opposite side of the Wappinger Creek, early Creek meetings were
held at the home and barn of Jonathan Hoag, on the site of what is now Meadowland Farm at the intersection
of Salt Point Turnpike and Schultzville Road, as well as at the home of Paul and Phebe Upton near what is now
Upton Lake.

Tradition has long held that the construction of the Creek was delayed by the Revolution, as described by Philip
H. Smith in his 1876 General History of Dutchess County:

When the church [Creek Meeting House] was in process of construction, which was during the
Revolution, the builders on several occasions ran away to avoid being pressed into the ranks of
the army. Thus in the midst of toils and dangers was the church nourished and built up; and in the
church yard lie the church fathers, calmly resting from all their trials and persecutions.

This information is quoted almost verbatim in the narrative for the Creek Meeting House National Register
nomination, but | was skeptical until | came across a second corroborating source—none other than Mary Bedell
Burkowske, mother of Dorothy Burkowske (1922-2010), a founding member of the Historical Society. Mary’s
recollections are described in an article in the 1970 Dutchess County Historical Society Yearbook as tales passed
down to her from her grandfather, whose grandfather told them to him. “Because of their stand against war
and violence they became the target of persecution and harassment. Not only was their worship interrupted

by scoffers and enemies of their faith, but bands of Tories and lawless gangs often attacked the builders,

driving them away and destroying the work that they had done. Some of the builders left the area to avoid
conscription, some were arrested and fined, and one, Elijah Hoag, was imprisoned and banished to Esopus
Island.” Actually it was Paul Upton, Joshua Haight, and John Dean (members of Creek) who were among the
seven imprisoned in “Fleet Prison”—in an American prison ship. There is much more to the story of the Creek
Meeting House and local Quakers during the Revolutionary War, which | will take up in a later report.

In conclusion, | thank all of you who added a contribution to the Creek Meeting House restoration fund to your
2024 dues payment. We have raised $175,000 in grants and private donations since the restoration project
began, but we have a long way to go to reach our goal of $1.5 million.

If you have not supported the Creek Meeting House restoration this year, gifts are always welcome!

Cynthia Koch
President

clintonhistoricalsociety.org
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TAG SALE

+ BAKE
Friday & Safurday
May 10 & 11.9 am - 9 pm

{reak Meeting House
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Bakers please drop off donations
the day of the sale.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

2024 FIRST FRIDAY PROGRAM MEETINGS

MAY 3, 7:30 In person & Zoom
Dutchess County Schoolgirl Samplers:
More Than Meets The Eye
Presented by Stacy Whittaker

JUNE 7, 7:30 PM In person & Zoom
Carriages and Sleighs
of the Hudson Valley
Presented by Richard Lahey

This talk will examine embroidered Richard Lahey, a founding member of the
Mid-Hudson Driving Association, presents
a program on 19th century horse-drawn
carriages and sleighs. The vehicles were
collected over the course of fifty years and
many are still in his collection. Some are of
special interest because of their connection
to local Dutchess County residents, and
others for their use in various movies.

samplers from
Dutchess County |

and how much |
they can tell

us about local
history, women’s
education,
religion, material

culture and
more. Special
attention will
be given to work made by

girls from Clinton and nearby towns. Ms.
Whittaker will also discuss the Dutchess
County Sampler Initiative and why our area
is so important in the history of American
Schoolgirl Needlework.

e e R

‘Please contribute to the
(Creek Meeting House
‘Restoration Fund

Town of Clinton Historical Society
P.O. Box 122
Clinton Corners, NY 12514

OR

Donations to the Town of Clinton
Historical Society’s Endowment/
Restoration Fund at the Community
Foundations of the Hudson Valley
may be made out to:

Town of Clinton Historical Society;
in the Memo: TOCHS Endowment Fund.

The Town of Clinton Historical Society
is an IRS 501(c)(3) organization.

Thank you!




