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PRESIDENT’S REPORT: Creek Meeting House Restoration Workshop 
By Cynthia Koch

On Tuesday, November 19, in 
partnership with the Clinton Town 

Board, the Historical Society held a town-
wide workshop on the restoration of  the 
Creek Meeting House. Fifty interested 
residents attended. They were thanked 
for attending and were assured that the 
workshop is to inform community members 
about the restoration and that we are not 
seeking funds from the audience or the 
Town of  Clinton. 
 Architects John G. Waite and Shannon 
Brown, of  John G. Waite Associates, 
who have extensive experience in the 
preservation and adaptive reuse of  historic 
structures, described the findings of  the 
recently completed Historic Structure 
Report and how research into archives and 
remaining historic building elements are 
informing the planning for the restoration. 
The project was described as “adaptive 
reuse,” that is, restoring the significant 
historical elements of  the building, while 
adapting it for modern uses. It will not be 
a replica of  the original Creek Meeting 
House. 
  Richard Morse, restoration committee 
co-chair, and I spoke about our plans. The 
Historical Society is planning to restore 
the volume of  the historic interior, which 
will include the removal of  the present 
20th century kitchen and reopening of  the 
first-floor ceiling to give visual access to the 
gallery above. The present kitchen must 
be removed because it is a fire hazard in 
an historic structure and a building code 
violation. Plus its presence detracts from the 
sense of  the original space. With the ceiling 
to the second-floor gallery reopened, the 
Creek Meeting House’s interior will display 
the building’s original dramatic two-story 
height. The original wide floorboards, 
whitewashed plaster walls, and unpainted 
wooden elements will create an historic 
interior of  beautiful simplicity. Windows will 
be restored and made operable. 
 A new galley kitchen, two ADA 
accessible restrooms, and storage will be 

located in an expanded version of  the 
wooden addition that was constructed on 
the west side of  the meeting house in the 
1930s. That structure is badly infested with  
powder post beetles. 
 New HVAC (including an efficient heat 
pump system) will be installed, along with 
new electric and historically appropriate 
lighting, and improvements to the building’s 
life safety and structural systems. The 
building will be insulated and other changes 
made to help it withstand climate change.

 

The Creek Meeting House will continue to 
serve as the headquarters of  the Historical 
Society, but it will also serve as a center 
for community gatherings and an historic 
site that will attract heritage tourists and 
boost the local economy. As a center for the 
community, the restored Creek Meeting 
House will be available on a rental basis 
for social events, musical performances, 
art and craft exhibits, lectures, and as a 
second community center for Clinton (in 
partnership with the Clinton Community 
Library). Rental income will help sustain 
the Historical Society and the preservation 
of  the Creek Meeting House.
 We discussed the long-term plans, 
which envision four phases to the restoration, 
spread out over several years as the Historical 
Society raises money from state and federal 
grants and private grants and donations. Full 

architectural plans will be developed when 
sufficient funding is secured to move forward 
with each phase.
 Phase 1 of  the project is complete with 
the installation of  ADA-accessible parking, 
accessible front door access, a restroom, 
and emergency egress systems. During this 
phase we also undertook emergency  
masonry repointing to exclude bats from the 
attic. Phases 2-3 will complete the interior 
restoration, expand the wooden addition 
on the west side of  the meeting house, and 
install modern HVAC and building systems 
and code-mandated improvements. Finally, 
the last phase will entail decisions about 
exhibits, historic furnishings, and plans to 
relocate or reconfigure the local history 
archive on the second floor. Because the 
interior of  the building will be left open to 
accommodate meetings, exhibits, and social 
gatherings, it is important to note that we do 
not intend to reinstall the Quakers’ benches. 

Funding and Budget
 The Historic Structure Report was 
funded in part by a $17,000 grant from the 
Preservation League of  New York State. 
 Phase 1, the installation of  ADA  
accessibility and repointing the gable-
end attic walls, was completed in 2024 
with funding from Dutchess County’s 
historic infrastructure program ($30,000), 
a Community Development Block Grant 
from the county ($100,000); and a grant 
from the Town’s federal ARPA funds 
($17,200). 
 About $100,000 has been raised from 
private donors and we are seeking funding 
for the remainder of  the project, which is 
estimated at $1.5 million.

Request to Friends Cemetery  
Association
 Because the west wall of  the meeting 
house is only two feet from the cemetery 
property, the Historical Society has requested 
that the Cemetery Association sell us 
approximately six feet of  vacant land that 
runs the length of  the meeting house— 

Continued on page 3

Architect’s cut-away explanatory rendering of  the Creek 
Meeting House showing the original interior based on 
research for the Historic Structure Report. Note: The 
Historical Society will not be installing replicas of  the 
original benches, wall partitions, or wood stoves.
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NEWS & NOTES
Members are encouraged to submit 

information of interest to the Society at 
large. Please send your emails to us 

c/o craigmarshall266@aol.com.

∑

Welcome New Members
Chris Atwood

Linda Freisitzer
Andrea and Jeffrey Landes

Jessica Maskell
Mariana Mogilevich

Judy Neil
Jill Rose

Eileen Sikora
Paul Urbanczyk

∑

We are now accepting credit cards for 
purchases at our in-person events but 
not through our website at this time.

∑

All our First Friday program videos 
can be found on our website under 
People, Places, Stories categories.

∑

Friend us on Facebook at
Clinton Historical Society
clinton_historical_society.

Clinton Historical Society is a not-for-profit 
organization established to preserve, maintain, 

promote, and educate on matters of  historical 

significance and interest in the Town of  Clinton  
and Dutchess County.

Newsletter Team  

Kathleen Flood, Judith Grabowski,  

Craig Marshall, and Trip Sinnott

∑

CLINTON COMMUNITY DAY
Honoring Our Past, Building Our Future

S
eptember 7, 2024, marked the third year of  the revived Clinton Community Day, 

situated at the Clinton Historical Society’s (CHS) Creek Meeting House and the 

former rail bed behind, owned by the East Clinton Fire Department. 

 We were pleased to note an increase in vendors and a significantly larger crowd 
attending. Inside the Meeting House, approximately 200 people viewed CHS’s summer 

Antique Quilts Exhibit and two historic tours of  the building and archive were conducted. 

In addition, the CHS booth provided information about the ongoing restoration of  the 

Meeting House and welcomed 18 new members who joined through a special free one-

year membership program. CHS also contributed a mini exhibit on the Meeting House 

porch with a display of  Community Day artifacts dating back to 1923, and a special kids 

activity making colorful quilt blocks.

 A special honor was bestowed on Craig Marshall, CHS Vice President and Grand 

Marshal of  the day’s parade, for his long volunteer service with the Clinton Historical 

Society and the preservation of  the Schultzville 1865 Masonic Hall. In costume as Clinton 
Town Historian, Mr. Marshall spoke about the history of  Clinton to folks who enjoyed 

free horse-drawn wagon rides around the Community Day site. 

 Community booths included the Clinton Community Library, the Republican and 

Democrat organizations, and the Climate Smart Community Task Force. Additional 
attractions were a car show with trophies, Bee Bee the Clown, live bands all day, food 

trucks, and many other vendors who attracted viewers and buyers. 

 Thanks to the Town of  Clinton Board for its ongoing support, and the Clinton 

Community Day Committee, a group of  volunteer residents headed by Town Highway 

Supervisor Todd Martin and Highway Department Clerk Melissa Karchmer, for this 

enjoyable community-building social activity.

Town Historian and parade Grand Marshal Craig 

Marshall with wife Mary driving their vintage car.

CHS to Celebrate 50 Years 

The Clinton Historical Society was 

founded in 1975 by Louise and Bill 

McDermott. Committees have been 

established to plan 50th anniversary 

events. We welcome volunteers to 

help us plan the celebration.

 Stay tuned for updates!

∑

Carol Pedersen and Kathy Baldasty with Jim Archer 

of  Elk Ravine Farm driving his Belgian Drafts.

Kids enjoyed Bee Bee the Clown’s 

balloon twisting magic. 

On the Creek Meeting House 

porch was a display of  artifacts 

from past Community Days. 
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T
HE PROGRESSIVE DINNER, held October 19, raised over $5,000 

for the Society. Over 100 people attended, thanks to the efforts of  event 
chairperson Lisa Noval and committee member Michele Kraushaar.  

 The evening began at Judah and Michele Kraushaar’s immaculately restored 

historic Meadowland Farms barn in Clinton Corners with a wine and cheese 

reception. Wine was donated and served by Camille Milea of  Clinton’s Milea 

Estates Vineyard. The Kraushaars donated the assorted cheeses and appetizers and 
decorated the venue beautifully.

 The following local restaurants donated to the silent auction: Jeannie Bean and 

Family, The Fireside, Puerta Azul, Babettes, Barbaro, Les Beaux, Canoe Hill, and 
the Millbrook Diner.

 Thirty eight people opted to attend the reception only, a new feature added this 

year to encourage interest and membership in the Clinton Historical Society. 

 After the reception dinner guests headed to private dinners hosted at 

the homes of  Helen Ashton, Marion and Jack Auspitz, Marian and Gleed 
Thompson, Judy and Michael Grabowski, Katherine and Ron Mustello, Cynthia 

Koch and Eliot Werner, and Lisa and Joe Noval. Harker House Wine and Spirits 

contributed to the event by offering discounted wine and spirits to the hosts.
 Dessert was served at the 1777 Creek Meeting House. Mary Jo Nickerson, 

Cathy McMahon, Barbara Seelbach, Glenda Schwarze, and Lisa Noval prepared 
the delicious homemade sweets. 

 Many thanks to all the individuals and businesses mentioned above for their 

generous support. There was such a great community response to this event that we 

hope to recruit more dinner hosts next year. 

PROGRESSIVE DINNER

The evening began with wine and cheese in the historic barn at Meadowland Farm.

Dessert table at the Creek Meeting House.Dinner guests at the home of  Joe & Lisa Noval.

approximately 180 square feet—for the 
expansion of  the wooden addition on the 
building’s west side. That very small amount 
of  space will allow the Historical Society 
to modestly expand the size of  the wooden 
addition that is attached to the west side 
of  the meeting house to accommodate 
facilities necessary to the building’s 
modern uses. Because of  National Register 
regulations, it is the only location where 
such work could be done.
 I urged the Cemetery Association to 
join with us as partners again, recalling 
that the meeting house and the Friends  
Cemetery were a single entity until the early 
20th century. A partnership would make 
both entities stronger for the benefit of  the 
community. 
 To dispel concerns about constructing 
on even a small portion of  vacant cemetery 
ground, we invited Pastor Tom Hartley of  
the Clinton Alliance Church in Schultzville 
to join us. He spoke on the Quakers’ 
practical attitude toward cemetery grounds, 
which they did not consider sacred. This 
accords with the historical record, which 
shows that the Creek Meeting House 
members sold a portion of  their “burying 
ground” to the Poughkeepsie and Eastern 
Railroad for a railroad right of  way 
through in 1870.

Community Discussion
 Library Director Carol Bancroft, East 
Clinton Fire Chief  Don Estes, and Clinton 
Corners neighbor Rebecca Marquis all 
sent letters of  support. Many audience 
members expressed support for the 
proposed project during a question-and-
answer session. There were questions about 
specific aspects of  the use of  the building as 
a community center, where funding would 
come from, whether the second floor would 
be ADA compliant, and other issues related 
to the restoration. Cemetery Association 
board members questioned many aspects 
of  the project.
 The workshop ended on a high note 
when Jean McAvoy, an Historical Society 
member, spoke movingly about the way 
that the Creek Meeting House already 
serves as a community center for her. She 
held her 70th birthday party there and 
attends Friday evening programs, summer 
exhibits, and enjoys social gatherings such 
as the Progressive Dinner. She concluded 
by saying, “I’d love to see it restored to its 
original dignity and become an even better 
place to gather and create an even better 
sense of  community.”

The Creek Meeting House Restoration Workshop 
was videotaped and will be available on both the 
Town of  Clinton and Clinton Historical Society 
YouTube channels. 

President’s Report continued
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR

FIRST FRIDAY AND EVENT PROGRAM MEETINGS

FEBRUARY 7, 2025, 7:30PM
Quakers and Anti-Slavery

in Dutchess County

Presented by Cynthia Koch

In the 18th 

century, 

slavery was 

prevalent in 

the North 

as well as 

in South. 

According 

to the 1790 

U.S. Census, 176 enslaved people lived in 
the Town of  Clinton (which included Hyde 

Park); Fishkill, Rhinebeck, and Poughkeepsie 

had even more. Quakers were among the 

earliest in America to confront the issue of  

slavery as a matter of  conscience, and the 

first official actions to free enslaved people in 
New York took place in Dutchess County.  

English Quakers and Tobacco Planters in Barbados, print, 1726. 
New York Public Library , Wikimedia Commons. 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 13, 6:30 PM 

Holiday Potluck Dinner
at the Creek Meeting House

Join us at the annual holiday dinner held 

on the second Friday of  the month this year. 

Please bring a covered dish to share. While 

there won’t be an auction, merriment and 

feasting are guaranteed!

Wishing you a happy holiday!

Town of Clinton Historical Society’s 

2024 HOLIDAY CRAFT 

and GIFT FAIR 

SATURDAY  

DEC. 7th  
10 A.M. – 4 P.M. 

 Local Artists’ Crafts  
 Holiday Gifts 
 Homemade Soups 
 Baked Goods 

 @ The Creek Meeting House 
2433 Salt Point Turnpike 
Clinton Corners, NY 12514 
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Clinton Historical Society’s  
Facebook Page 

 

2025 DUES ARE DUE
Your CHS membership is important!  

The address label on this newsletter 

shows the most recent year of  paid dues.

(Annual dues run January - December) 

 Student .............................$10

 Individual .........................$20

 Family ..............................$35

 Friend ...............................$75

 Donor  ............................$150

 Patron .............................$250

 Benefactor ......................$500

 Visionary .....................$1,000

 Life ..............................$5,000

Please make checks payable to:
Clinton Historical Society

and 
mail to: PO Box 122

Clinton Corners, NY 12514


