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HISTORIC LANDMARKS DRIVING TOUR

By Cynthia Koch

T
he Historic Landmarks Driving Tour returned on June 15. On a perfect early 

summer day, 55 lucky participants drove through our beautiful Clinton 

countryside viewing and learning more about our town’s history and 

architectural heritage. 

 The tour began at the Creek Meeting House and concluded with local wine and 

beer and heavy hors d’oeuvres at a garden party at Mole Manor on Allen Road, the 

19th century home of  Merida Welles and Chip Holman. In between, people visited 

ten homes that re昀氀ect di昀昀erent eras in Clinton history: a small four-room house built 
by Revolutionary War Captain Reuben Spencer; two early mill houses that help tell 

the stories of  Hibernia Mills and Brown’s Pond; a plain Quaker house in the distinctive 

story-and-a-half  style popular among middle-class farmers in Clinton 1790-1830; a 
well-preserved intact farmstead dating from circa 1825; a vernacular house owned 
by an Irish farm laborer in the late 19th century; and three examples of  Clinton’s  

distinctive German-Italianate Style built by families of  German descent who had become 
prosperous farmers and mill owners by the mid-19th century. 
 We were also delighted to be able to include the Clinton Corners Friends Church 

(across the road from the Creek Meeting House), which helped us more completely tell 

the story of  the Quakers, who su昀昀ered a national schism in 1828 leading to separate 
congregations—the Orthodox and the Hicksite Friends. The Hicksites retained the old 

stone meeting house while the Orthodox, who sought to assimilate into mainstream 

Protestantism, built the Friends Church in 1890 and expanded it to its present form in 1916. 
 We are grateful to the owners of  all the landmark properties who agreed to let us 

include their homes on this year’s tour. This is an incomparable way to learn our local 

history and take pride in Clinton’s remarkable inventory of  388 historically signi昀椀cant 
properties. House histories from this year’s driving tour will appear as articles in future 

newsletters. 

 The Driving Tour was 昀椀rst o昀昀ered in 2019 but Covid stymied e昀昀orts to continue 
it until this year. This year’s tour was also a fundraiser and raised $8,000 dedicated to the 
restoration of  the Creek Meeting House. We are grateful to Lisa Klar who co-chaired the 
event and an energetic committee including Jim Brands, Marge Fountain, Chip Holman, 

Craig Marshall, Cathy McMahon, Jim Metcalfe, Camille Milea, Frank Ruggerone, Bob 

Schoch, and Barbara Seelbach. Behind them stood twenty-one docents and volunteers.  
 The reception after the tour was supported by generous donations from Adams 

Fairacre Farms, Marona’s Market, Milea Vineyard, Harker House Wine & Spirits, Quattros 

Farm Store, Slow Fox Farm Brewery, and Tokyo Tavern. We are equally grateful to 

fourteen generous donors to the silent auction held during the garden party: Amsterdam 
Restaurant, Crow’s Nest, Hackett Farm Supply, Homegirl Yoga, Artist Ken Pickett, and 

Zimmer Brothers Jewelers, and eight generous CHS Board members who donated goods 

and services. Other local businesses purchased ads in the driving tour map/brochure 

to support the event. If  you would like to support the restoration, please visit www.

ClintonHistoricalSociety.org where a new QR code makes it easy to donate. 

Photos from the garden party hosted at the home of  

Merida Welles and Chip Holman on Allen Road.
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NEWS & NOTES
Members are encouraged to submit 

information of interest to the Society at 

large. Please send your emails to us 

c/o craigmarshall266@aol.com.

∑

Welcome New Members
Dan Berndt

Liz and David Bruce

Diane Dembicki

Joanna Frang

Genie Girault

Steven Maggio and Joseph Mills

Arnold Restivo

Marni and Rob Strong

Bonnie Wood 

∑

∑

Friend us on Facebook at
Clinton Historical Society
clinton_historical_society.

Clinton Historical Society is a not-for-pro昀椀t 
organization established to preserve, maintain, 
promote, and educate on matters of  historical 

signi昀椀cance and interest in the Town of  Clinton  
and Dutchess County.

Newsletter Team  

Kathleen Flood, Judith Grabowski,  

Craig Marshall, and Trip Sinnott

Board of  Trustees
Cynthia Koch, president

Craig Marshall, vice president

Cathy McMahon, secretary

Frank McMahon, treasurer

Hon. Jim Brands

Anne Chen

Rise Cross

Marge Fountain

William Holman

Jim Metcalfe

Richard Morse

Lisa Noval

Frank Ruggerone

Robert Schoch

Glenda Schwarze

Hon. Barbara Seelbach

∑

SUMMER EXHIBIT FEATURES ANTIQUE QUILTS
By Craig Marshall

A beautiful display of  vintage quilts decorated the Creek Meeting House in July. Dating 

from the 1850s through the 1930s, the collection was co-curated by textile historian and 
vintage quilt collector Stacy Wittaker and CHS Trustee Craig Marshall. 

 Most of  the 24 quilts shown were from the collection of  Jill Magarino, who gave 
a Saturday afternoon presentation to approximately 50 attendees on collecting and 
preserving fragile antique quilts. CHS Trustee Jim Brands contributed a remarkably 

preserved family heirloom coverlet dated 1858. Three quilts from the CHS archives, 
crafted by longtime member Eleanor Rogers’ (dec.) grandmother in the 1890s were 
included, and Ms. Whittaker contributed three “crazy quilt” samples made by her 

maternal and paternal grandmothers in the late 1880s.
 Ms. Wittaker researched each item and provided information on dates, materials, 

design and ownership. Over 200 people visited the exhibit. Interaction was encouraged 
with two games provided by Ms. Whittaker and by voting for their favorite quilt. 

The winner was Jill Magarino’s handmade “Mariner’s Challenge” design, popular in 

1830-1860, that features 288 tiny points showing o昀昀 her impeccable sewing skill. A 
“postage stamp” design featuring 4,100 hand sewn stamp-sized pieces also drew a lot of  
admiration. 

 The Society is grateful for co-curators Stacy Whittaker and Craig Marshall, 
contributor and workshop presenter Jill Magarino, our volunteer docents, Trustee Marge 

Fountain, who provided complimentary lemonade and homemade cookies to attendees, 

and Trustee Glenda Schwarze, who provided fresh 昀氀ower bouquets to enhance the 
exhibit. In case you missed it, the free exhibit will be open for Clinton Community Day 

Saturday, August 31.

ANTIQUE QUILTS 1850-1930
Free exhibit in the Creek Meeting House

on Clinton Community Day, Saturday, August 31, 10 am -4 pm   

“Mariner’s Challenge” design by 

Jill Magarino voted favorite quilt.Kayla Gross plays the Quilt Detective game.

FALL TAG SALE 
Friday & Saturday, September 20-21

9 AM - 4 PM at the Creek Meeting House, 
2433 Salt Point Turnpike, Clinton Corners.  

Donations can be dropped o昀昀 on the porch of 
the Creek Meeting House from Sept. 7-18. 

Please no upholstered furniture, clothing, or 

electronics. 



Help Restore the 
Creek Meeting House

The Clinton Historical Society 
has raised nearly $250,000 

to begin the restoration of the 
Creek Meeting House, 

a National Register Property 
that is a gathering place 

for our community.

Phase I, installation of ADA 
accessibility, is complete. 

We need your help to continue.

Please contribute!

Town of Clinton Historical Society
P.O. Box 122, 

Clinton Corners, NY 12514

3
clintonhistoricalsociety.org

President’s Report

Thank you!

The Town of Clinton Historical Society 

is an IRS 501(c)(3) organization.

Donate Now 
Using the 
QR Code

I
n addition to the summer exhibit and Landmarks Driving Tour, 
CHS trustees and volunteers have been very busy this spring and 
summer. If you haven’t been to the Creek Meeting House lately, 

you may be very pleasantly surprised. Beautiful new boxwoods now 
line the garden bed between the building and the new bluestone 
walkway installed as part of our accessibility project. They were 
planted through the generosity of Trustee Rise Cross, who worked 
with Trustee Rich Morse of the Building Committee. And Rise is 
making sure the lovely new shrubs get the TLC they need to thrive 
in their new home. 

For his part Rich has vastly improved our parking lot. Over several days 
of hard work, he leveled it off and removed construction debris left over 
from Phase 1 work. Rich then spread new stone personally with help from 
CHS member C.J. Wyant. We thank the Town Highway Department for 
allowing us to purchase stone through them.

Secretary Cathy McMahon took on the task of redesigning our website 
this spring. The old website had been hacked so Cathy worked many 
hours with the designer to re-create the content, which we luckily had 
saved of昀氀ine. Its appearance is much improved, and it is more accessible. 
We look forward to adding new functionality, too. We are grateful to 
Trustee Anne Chen for doing the initial search for web designers and 
especially for her help in setting up online registration for the Driving Tour. 

Our Tag Sale volunteers, 
headed by Trustee Lisa 
Noval, held a very successful 
Tag Sale in May—raising a 
phenomenal $6,020 in 2.5 
days of sales. Vice-president 
Craig Marshall assembled a 
group of men he called his 
“Muscle Squad”  to help 
with moving many large 
items that had been donated 
from an estate, which as Lisa 
says was “a lot of work.” 

I am happy to report that our fundraising for the restoration of the Creek 
Meeting House now totals some $250,000, and more than one-third of 
that has come from private donations. We need to raise over $1 million. 
For my part I have been busy writing grants, for which we all have our 
昀椀ngers crossed. If you have not donated, or if you have but wish to help 
even more, please consider a gift. 

Cynthia Koch

New boxwood plantings along the bluestone walkway.

Spring Tag Sale team: Craig Marshall, Cathy McMahon, 
Mary Jo Nickerson, Glenda Schwarze, and Lisa Noval.

Make Local History Happen!



Progressi� Dinner
The Progressive Dinner fundraiser is 

on Saturday, October 19. This popular 

fall event brings members, friends, and 

neighbors together for an enjoyable evening. 

The 昀椀rst stop is for wine and cheese, then 
on to another home for dinner, and ending 

together at the Creek Meeting House 

for dessert and co昀昀ee.
If you wish to participate in this 

important fundraiser, as a host or a 

guest, please contact Lisa Noval at 

845-242-1391 or ljnoval@optonline.net

TOWN OF CLINTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY

PO BOX 122

CLINTON CORNERS, NY  12514

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

2024 FIRST FRIDAY PROGRAM MEETINGS

OCTOBER 4 at 7:30 PM  Hybrid
The DeGarmo Farm: A Safe Station on 

the Underground Railroad

Presented by Bonnie Wood, Local History Researcher
The parents of  the DeGarmo family 

(Hicksite Quakers) welcomed Lucretia Mott 

and other abolitionist leaders to their loving 

home and provided refuge for escaping 

slaves. The DeGarmo children witnessed 

these anti-slavery actions, gave speeches at 
anti-slavery conventions, and wrote letters 
for publication in William Lloyd Garrison’s 

anti-slavery newspaper The Liberator. The 

family’s commitment to social issues earned 

the DeGarmos a place 

in Dutchess County and 

American history.

Son James Marshall DeGarmo 

(1838–1919), abolitionist, 

founder of  the DeGarmo 

Institutes in Rhinebeck and 
Fishkill, and proli昀椀c 

public speaker.

SEPTEMBER 6 at 7:30 PM  In-person

Madams, Mobsters, 

and Murders in the 

Hudson Valley

Presented by 

Anthony P. Musso

Although visitors 

are attracted to the 

tranquil environment 

of  the Hudson Valley, 

some of  the valley’s heritage includes 

more harrowing tales. Like New York City, 

crimes such as murder, kidnapping, and 

mob control over various rackets plagued 

the area. The crooked activities described 

in this book are true stories reported in 

various Hudson Valley and New York City 

newspapers and in the archives of  local 

historic organizations.

Upcoming Events...

8/31  Community Day 

9/6 Friday Program Meeting

9/20-21 Fall Tag Sale

10/4 Friday Program Meeting

10/19 Progressive Dinner


