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 A BRIEF HISTORY OF POSTCARDS
by Craig Marshall

The private postal card was developed by John P. Charlton of  
Philadelphia in 1861. The first privately made postcard where postage 
had to be affixed was introduced in Austria in 1869, and by 1870 picture 

postcards were all the rage. The Heligoland card of  1889 is considered the first 
multi-colored card ever printed. Cards with pictures of  the Eiffel Tower in 1889 
and 1890 gave the picture postcard a huge start on its way to mass popularity. 

In the United States, the first cards printed for 
use as souvenirs were sold at the Columbian 
Exposition in Chicago in 1893. Until 1898 
most postcards were “undivided back” cards, 
meaning they did not have the line going down 
the center of  the card. Writing on the address 
side on any postcard was illegal until March 1, 
1907; messages were written across the front 
over the photographs or artwork on the card. In 1898 the government dropped 
the postal rate on postcards from 2 cents to 1 cent—perhaps the most important 
event in making the cards more popular. With the divided back in 1907, these 
changes brought in the “Golden Age of  Postcards” (1907-1915) as millions were 
sold and used. In 1908 seven postcards were mailed for every person in the U.S.

In 1906 Eastman Kodak entered the marketplace with the fashionable Photo 
and Lithographed cards, which were made by an affordable camera called the 
Folding Pocket Camera. The public was now able to take and have black-and-
white photographs printed on postcard backs. The negatives were the same size 
as the postcard and photographers had a small metal tool that allowed them to 
write directly onto the image. Previously and during this period most postcards 
were still being printed in Europe, especially by the Germans whose printing 
methods were the best in the world. These cards exhibited the brightest colors 
and the finest artwork. Some of  the most prolific card artists moved to Germany 
and postcard collecting became a public addiction. 

Unfortunately the threat of  war saw a quick decline in high-quality imported 
cards from Germany and World 
War I, which completely halted 
the supply. Lower-quality cards 
were coming from England and 
publishers in the United States. 
Soon afterward the telephone 
replaced the postcard as a way 
to keep in touch, thus bringing 
to an end the “Golden Age of  
Postcards.”

2019 SUMMER EXHIBIT

DUTCHESS COUNTY VINTAGE VIEWS C. 1910
On exhibit in July will be 1,500 original postcard 
images of  buildings and sites in the towns and 
villages of  Dutchess County c. 1910. This collection 
highlights the “Golden Age of  Postcards” (1907-
1915) when seven 1-cent postcards were mailed for 
every person in the U.S. The exhibit also includes 
over 80 photographs of  the landmark buildings, 
streets, and sites of  “Olde Poughkeepsie c. 1910,” 
with a special focus on the seven fire companies of  
that era. Smith Brothers Cough Drops, DeLaval 
Separator Co., and Adriance Platt Mowers are 
included in the display.

The free exhibit will be open weekends from July 
6 through July 28 from 1-4 p.m. at the Clinton 
Historical Society’s headquarters, the 1777 Creek 
Meeting House, at 2433 Salt Point Turnpike in 
Clinton Corners (one mile east of  the Taconic  
State Parkway).  
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NEWS & NOTES
Members are encouraged to submit 

information of interest to the Society at 
large. Please send your emails to us 

c/o craigmarshall266@aol.com.

∑

Mark your calendar ...

FALL YARD & TAG SALE
Saturday & Sunday,

September 14 & 15, 9 AM - 4 PM
at the Creek Meeting House,

2433 Salt Point Turnpike, Clinton Corners

Please donate your unwanted household 
items of  value for our fall tag sale. 

You may leave donations on the CHS 
porch beginning Sept. 6 – but please 

no electronics, clothing, or upholstered 
furniture. We will also be renting space 
on the lawn for private sales. For more 

information contact Glenda at 266-5203.

WINNAKEE BARN TOUR
Saturday, September 21 

This year Winnakee and the Clinton 
Historical Society are co-sponsoring the 
event and all the barns on the tour are 
located in Clinton! Visit our website at
clintonhistoricalsociety.org for details.

PROGRESSIVE DINNER
Saturday, October 12

Plans are underway for our annual 
event. If  you wish to participate in this 

important fundraiser, please 
visit our website at

clintonhistoricalsociety.org for details.
∑

Please remember, when shopping on 
Amazon, register with Amazon 

Smile to have your purchases benefit 
the Town of  Clinton Historical Society.

∑

Friend us on Facebook at
Clinton Historical Society
and follow us on Instagram,
clinton_historical_society.

Clinton Historical Society is a not-for-profit 
organization established to preserve, maintain, 
promote, and educate on matters of  historical 

significance and interest in the Town of  Clinton 
and Dutchess County.

Newsletter Team: Craig Marshall, Judith 
Grabowski, Trip Sinnott, and Eliot Werner.

Creek Meeting House Restoration
Restoration architect Jill Gotthelf  has completed fieldwork for the feasibility study of  
improving the Society’s use of  the building for its programs while better representing 
historic interpretation of  the Creek Meeting House interior. The study will also present 
alternatives for upgrading the building’s heating, cooling, electrical, plumbing, and other 
systems. With a committee that included Richard Morse, Dick and Norene Coller, and 
Cynthia Koch, the architect visited the Crum Elbow Meeting House on Quaker Lane 
in Hyde Park and the Nine Partners Meeting House in Millbrook to compare interior 
architecture. At the architect’s direction, Richard Morse opened small holes (“probes”) in 
the plaster of  the Creek Meeting House ceiling to better understand the original framing 
of  our building and the location of  the second-floor gallery. A report is expected in the 
fall. The study has been funded by a grant from the Preservation League of  the State of  NY.

Celebrating Clinton Landmarks Driving Tour

More than 60 people participated in the Society’s 
driving tour of  Clinton Landmarks, which was held 
on a beautiful Saturday afternoon, May 25, during 

Memorial Day weekend. Guided by a map designed by trustee 
Roy Cooley, they visited twelve properties that are recognized by 
the historical society as “Clinton Landmarks.”  We are extremely 
grateful to two dozen volunteer docents who provided guided 
tours of  the exterior architecture and history of  each property. 
Landmarks in Clinton Corners, Pleasant Plains, Schultzville, 
and Bull’s Head were featured and we are grateful to the owners 
of  these homes and institutions for allowing us to invite people 
onto their property to learn more about our community history. 
We are also very indebted to CHS member Dan Clark of  Prime Print Shop in 
Poughkeepsie, who provided all the printing for the Driving Tour at no cost to the Society. 

List of  Participating Properties 
Clinton Corners: Creek Meeting House; The Willows, 2479-2499 Salt Point Turnpike; 
Meadowland Farm, 689 Schultzville Road. Pleasant Plains: Pleasant Plains Presbyterian Church 
& School; Pleasant Plains Church Manse, 238 Hollow Road; Dr. Edwin Barnes House, 218 Hollow 
Road; Primrose Hill Farm, 203 Fiddlers Bridge Road. Schultzville: Daniel Schultz House, 820 
Fiddlers Bridge Road; Clinton Alliance Church; Masonic Lodge. Bull’s Head: Stoutenburgh House, 194 
Old Bulls Head Road; Swarthout House, 81 Old Bulls Head Road.

Self-Guided Driving Tour Continues
The Historical Society’s full roster of  
landmarks includes 41 historic properties 
that are located in all seven historic 
hamlets and throughout the Clinton’s 
rural landscape. A special map of  these 
Landmarks, accompanied by thumbnail 
photos and historical descriptions, is newly 
available.  Distributed for the first time for 
the May 25 event, it can be used at any 
time to take a self-guided driving tour of  

our historic town. Designed by Judith Grabowski, this special map and guide is available 
for sale ($10 to members) and can be purchased during CHS events or by emailing info@
clintonhistoricalsociety. It is a fantastic way to get to know the history of  our town—or 
to show off the splendor of  the Clinton countryside to your out-of-town guests. With this 
map in hand, you are an expert guide!

From time to time, we will publish the historical information that was provided to the driving tour docents. 
For this issue we hope you enjoy the following summary of  the history of  Primrose Hill Farm, which has 
been owned by the Cookingham family for generations and is now operated as a Christimas tree farm by 
CHS members Bob Schoch (son of  Viola Cookingham Schoch) and his wife Linda Brooks.

Celebrating Clinton Landmarks: 

A Driving Tour 

CLINTON HOLLOW

12  Windswept Farm, 140 Sunset Trail, 1823. 

The modest one-an-a half-story farm house at the 

front of the property was built by Amos Lyon around 

the time he married Margaret Schryver. It was listed 

on the National Register of Historic Places in 1989. 

It is in the “plain style” (unornamented) favored by 

Quaker farm families The substantial additions to 

the rear are recent additions. 

13  Farmhouse, 
696 Centre 
Road, c. 1850. 
Despite later 
additions, 
original 

farmhouse remains intact and a detailed history 

has been documented.

14  Tillou House, 835 Hollow Road, c. 1817. 

Located at the northeast corner of the intersection 

of Meadowbrook Lane and Hollow Road, this wood 

frame house was probably built by Carlisle Tillou 

around 1817. Originally part of the mill property, 

subdivision of the land occurred in 1800. The 

“gingerbread” look of the house probably dates to 

the 1860s -1870s and may have been the work  of 

Russell Abby, carpenter, woodworker, and casket 

maker in Clinton Hollow.

7  House at Hibernia Mills, 441 Hibernia Road, 

c. 1840. Located at the northeast corner of the 

bridge in the hamlet, the wood frame house was 

built after the subdivision of the mill property. 

The Hibernia Mills, started by David Arnold in the 

1770s, contained homes and shops in addition to 

the mills. Most of the subdivision into individual 

properties was by William Hazard in the 1830s.

8  Lester House, 1561 Hollow Road, c. 1785. 

Substantial farm house with an attached earlier 

building. Mordecai Lester, a Quaker, was a member 

of the Nine Partners Patent company. He and his 

descendants owned large tracts of land in this area 

in the mid-18th century. The beautiful porches date 

to the Victorian period.
 

9  Deyo Home, 
1245 Hollow Road, 
late 1700s. South-
facing farmhouse with 
outbuildings was the 
home of Dr. Amanda 
Deyo, peace activist, from 1868 to 1886. 

10  Allen House, 
102 Allen Road, 
1784 and c. 1840. 
This early farmhouse 
with an added wing 
belong to the Allen 
family in the 18th century, one of the original farm 

families on Allen Road.  It remains a working farm 

with early barns. Enclosed front porch a 20th century 

addition.  

11  Cherry Cottage, 
278 Clinton Hollow 
Road, 1820. Farmhouse 
with exposed beams is 
typical construction of the early 19th century.

Please admire our historic 

properties from the road.

CHS archive photo collection

Hibernia

 Clinton
 Corners

Clinton 
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A self-guided tour of 41 historic buildings recognized 

as Landmarks by the Clinton Historical Society

2433 SALT POINT TURNPIKE • CLINTON CORNERS, NY 12514 | 845-266-5494  

CLINTON CORNERS

BETWEEN HAMLETS

*Cookingham 
House, *East 
Meadowbrook 
Lane, 1864. 
This farmhouse 
with wide plank 
floors has many 
outbuildings, as 
well as slate and stone terraces.

Special thanks to the volunteers who made 

this project possible.

Daniel Clark, Prime Print Shop, Poughkeepsie

Judith Grabowski, brochure design

CHS Driving Tour Committee: 
 Cynthia Koch, chair 
 Roy Cooley 
 Samantha Karchmer   

 Marge Fountain    

 Cathy McMahon 

2  Clinton Corners Friends Church, 2438 Salt 

Point Turnpike, 1890, National Register. This 

landmark building—with a 1916 addition—was a 

longtime and very active community church. It 

has been a private home since 1990.

3  Peters House, 2461 Salt Point Turnpike, 

1792. This brick house with wood frame addition 

was built by Abel Peters, an early merchant in 

Clinton Corners. He had a store and a hotel, 

in addition to mills on Schultzville Road. The 

property was subdivided and many homes 

were built in the hamlet with the coming of the 

railroad in 1870.

4  Schoolhouse, 
2486 Salt Point 
Turnpike, 
c. 1850. This 
privately owned 
schoolhouse is 
in excellent condition and is leased to the United 

States Post Office.

5  The Willows, 
2497–2499 Salt 
Point Turnpike. 
c. 1914, National 
Register. 
Benjamin Tousey 
built this early 
20th century 

home in Arts and Crafts design. The finely crafted 

details make this home an outstanding example 

of the Craftsman style.

6  Meadowland Farm, 689 Schultzville Road, 

c. 1794. Large and beautifully maintained 

farmhouse with large barns at the corner of 

Schultzville Road and Salt Point Turnpike has a 

prominent place in the Clinton Corners landscape. 

This home may have been a stop on the 

Underground Railroad during the Civil War. 

1  Creek Meeting House, 2433 Salt Point 

Turnpike, 1777, National Register. The former 

Quaker Meeting House is located in Clinton 

Corners. The land was purchased from Abel 

Peters and construction of the stone structure 

was begun in 1777, but it was not completed 

until 1782. The Upton Lake Grange acquired 

the building in 1927. The Grange transferred 

ownership to the Clinton Historical Society

in December 1995.

*For the privacy of property owners, houses 

not visible from the road do not include a 

tour or house number.
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Reel History Night on the third Saturday of 
the month concludes with a film that helped 
define genres and influence future films. 
Members and non-members are invited to 
bring their friends and family to enjoy a night 
of entertainment. Admission is free for CHS 
members and children, and $3 for non-
members. Refreshments will be available. 

JULY 20, 6 p.m.: SCI-FI UNDER THE STARS - 
2001: A Space Odyssey (1968)
An imposing black structure provides a 
connection between past and future in this 
enigmatic adaptation of a short story by 
revered sci-fi author Arthur C. Clarke. When 
Dr. Dave Bowman (Keir Dullea) and other 
astronauts are sent on a mysterious mission, 
their ship's computer system, HAL, begins to 
display increasingly strange behavior—leading 
to a tense showdown between man and 
machine that results in a mind-bending trek 
through space and time. Directed by Stanley 
Kubrick.

Primrose Hill Farm, 203 Fiddlers Bridge Road
by Cynthia Koch

Primrose Hill Farm has been owned by 
six generations of  the Cookingham 
family, who are among the earliest settlers 

of  Clinton. They were part of  the Palatine 
immigration from the German-speaking 
principalities of  what is today southwest 
Germany.
	 Six Cookingham families were living in 
Dutchess County at the time of  the first U.S. 
census in 1790—one in Rhinebeck and two in 
Clinton. 
	 In the 18th century, the land of  Primrose Hill Farm was owned by Peter Traver, another 
settler of  German extraction. He died in 1795. In 1810 (John) Michael Cookingham 
received property in the area of  Primrose Hill Farm (most likely including the present farm), 
and by the middle of  the 19th century various branches of  the Cookingham family owned as 
much as 900–1,000 acres in Pleasant Plains and Frost Mills.
	 The Cookinghams had at least two earlier homes in the vicinity of  the Primrose Hill 
Farm. One was located near the intersection of  Seelbach and Rhynders roads. Another was 
on the present farm. 
	 The present house was built by Sammons Carpenter in 1854 on the foundation of  
yet another earlier house whose bake oven and kitchen fireplace still exist in the basement. 
Sammons Carpenter was a great-great-grandfather to the present generation of  Primrose 
Hill owners. In style it is German Italianate or German Classical Revival. It is a simpler 
version of  other houses built in Clinton at about the same time by residents of  German 
background. The Daniel H. Schultz House in Schultzville and the Rickert House on 
Shadblow Lane are fashionable examples.
	 The house is listed on all three maps of  Clinton (1858, 1867, and 1876) as belonging 
to M. [Michael] Cookingham and is named “Primrose Hill” on the 1867 map. Viola 
Cookingham Schoch, mother of  the current owner and great-granddaughter of  Michael 
Cookingham, and her husband Emil Schoch lived full time on the farm after he retired in 
1985. Viola Cookingham Schoch wrote a history of  the property with Norene Coller, The 
Cookinghams of  Primrose Hill Farm.  
	 The farm was operated as a general farm until 1957 by Harlow Cookingham and 
included a dairy with 12 Guernsey cows, many chickens, and a few pigs. Harlow participated 
in the market basket competition at the Dutchess County Fair, which involved forty different 
fruits and vegetables grown on the property. Horses were used for all farming until 1948. 
Most of  the farming equipment from the mid-1800s remains on the farm. The daily farming 
activities of  the Cookinghams are described in many handwritten diaries from the mid-
1800s. Winters were spent drawing firewood from woodlots as much as five miles away and 
the ponds were used for ice that was stored in an ice house near the Carriage House. In 
1962 the first Christmas trees were planted and the farm now specializes in Christmas trees. 
Although photos from the 1940s showed very few trees, most of  the property is now forested 
and operates under a forestry management plan. The property also includes a large wetland 
protected by federal wetland laws. Prior to the invention of  radar, a beacon light on a 100-
foot tower stood on the hill to direct air traffic in the Hudson Valley. 

Dutch Barn
The property has a Dutch bank barn dating to the late 18th century. Lower levels of  side-
hill or bank barns were often built against a hillside and used for storing manure, which was 
used for fertilizer and had to be kept from freezing. Dutch barns were essentially square, 
while English barns were rectangular. The Dutch barn roof  was supported by a central core 
structure in a classic “H” shape of  massive anchor beams and anchor posts. Entry was from 
the gable end and Dutch barns ranged from 35 to 50 feet long with steep sloped roofs. In the 
earliest form, the roof  extended nearly to the ground. Dutch barns were nearly ground level, 
supported by large wooden sill plates set on stone plinths.

Special Event

College
Accompanied 
with Organ 
Music by 
John Baratta

Clinton Community Library and 
Clinton Historical Society present the 
1927 silent comedy College starring 
Buster Keaton, accompanied by a full 
score by John Baratta live on the organ. 
Saturday, September 28 at 7 p.m. 
at the Library, 1215 Centre Road, 
Schultzville. In one of  his best and 
most hilarious performances, Buster 
plays the ambitious “bookworm” suitor 
trying to win the heart of  Mary who 
has eyes only for her athletic boyfriend 
Jeff. Mishaps abound in his athletic 
endeavors, including a raucous rowing 
competition. Alas, Mary is kidnapped 
by a harrowed Jeff … can Buster save 
the day and “win the girl”? Join us as 
we re-create the days when theaters 
featured silent movies with organists 
who matched the action on the screen 
with their creative playing. 

Linda Brooks and Bob Schoch of  Primrose Hill Farm



TOWN OF CLINTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY
PO BOX 122
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At the April 5 Annual Meeting, the following officers were reelected to the 
Board of  Trustees: Cynthia Koch, President; Craig Marshall, Vice President; 
and Cathy McMahon, Secretary. Frank McMahon was newly elected as 
Treasurer. The Board welcomed newly elected Trustees Lisa Noval, Marge 
Fountain, Rise Cross, and Rich Morse. Departing trustees Norene and Dick 
Coller were presented with a certificate awarding them the title Trustees 
Emeriti in recognition for their many years and contributions on the Board. 
We thank departing Trustee Judith Grabowski for her 15 years of  service, and 
are very appreciative that she will continue on the Newsletter Committee. 
We also thank departing Trustee Kathleen Everett for her dedicated service, 
including Treasurer. 

CHS Board of  Trustees. Top of  the stairs down: Cynthia Koch, Cathy 
McMahon, Frank McMahon, and Craig Marshall. Standing in front 
l-r: Glenda Schwarze, Rise Cross, Rich Morse, Marge Fountain, Roy 
Cooley, Lisa Noval, Samantha Karchmer, and Carol Burns. Missing 
from the photo: Mary Jo Nickerson and Jim Pellegrino.

Paul Contarino (center) was given the 
CHS Volunteer Award in recognition for 
his significant contribution in helping to 
document the contents of  our extensive 
archive. He continues to work on this 
important project with great enthusiasm.

Left: Outgoing longtime Trustees Norene and Dick Coller were honored 
at the April Business Meeting.

Awards, Welcomes, and Thanks at the Spring 
Annual Business Meeting

DUTCHESS COUNTY VINTAGE VIEWS C. 1910
July weekends from 1 - 4 p.m.

1,500 postcards of Dutchess County towns and villages and 
80 photographs of “Olde Poughkeepsie” on display at our summer exhibit.


