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Was Clinton a “Dry” Town?
by Craig Marshall

his year marks the centennial of the 18th Amendment

prohibiting the production, importation, transportation,

and sale of alcoholic beverages. It was ratified on January L3
Shall the

16, 1919, becoming part of the Constitution. On October 28, beod the Mothers -l
1919, Congress passed the Volstead Act to implement the 18th Greed of the Liquor Trafny
Amendment, over President Woodrow Wilson’s veto. This act lTlSUPWYmvm TODECIDE ]J
established the legal definition of intoxicating liquors as well as OTE : DRY,

penalties for producing them.

This highly controversial ban resulted from many years of active protests by such
organizations as the Woman’s Christian Temperance Union (WCTU) and Anti-Saloon
League, who believed that alcoholism was a key factor in family violence, political
corruption, and other social ills. Prohibition supporters, called “drys,” presented it as a
victory for public morals and health. Prohibition ended with the ratification of the 21st
Amendment, which repealed the 18th Amendment, on December 5, 1933.

How did this “noble experiment” affect our town of Clinton, which had Quaker roots
and was considered a “dry” town long before Prohibition? Clinton wasn’t always a dry town.
We do know that taverns were licensed while Hyde Park and Pleasant Valley were still part
of the town until 1821. In fact, Dutchess County Historian Will Tatum—the speaker at
our March program meeting—noted that he has identified twenty tavern licenses (called
“recognizances”) for the period 1797 to 1821. This is the largest number that he has found
for any Dutchess County municipality in his ongoing Dutchess County Ancient Documents
digitization project.

Although the Temperance Movement began in the 1820s, even as late as 1838
the Commissioners of Excise issued licenses to grocers and tavern keepers in the Town
of Clinton to sell liquor. In the case of grocers, the five-gallon limit was an additional
restriction. Drinking on grocery property was not permitted and violations would result in
stiff fines levied against the grocer.

In 1821 John E Schultz, who founded Schultzville in 1807, received a license
presumably for selling alcoholic beverages in his general store, since there is no record of
him having a tavern. Or John could have hired out a tavern to someone else.

The Commissioners made it clear when they issued a permit to Samuel Swartout
in 1838 that his inn or tavern should not “suffer” disorderly behavior. Additionally, cock
fighting, gaming, or playing with cards or dice or keeping any billiard
| table or other gaming table (including tavern-type shuffleboards)
within the tavern or on the property was not permitted.

The Temperance Movement began sometime prior to 1838
and we know that many Clinton residents were strong supporters

right up into the 1950s. Our Society has a minute book of 1910—

1920 for the Schultzville WCTTU, indicating an active temperance
group in the town at that time. The sidebar article, reported by
the Poughkeepsie Journal in 1943, gives more information about our
town’s history regarding temperance. 9

(Note: the author thanks Bill McDermott whose 1991 “Clinton Historian™ article formed the basts for this prece.)

From the Poughkeepsie Journal, 1943:
Town of Clinton Ends
100-Year Drought

A liquor license was granted Stanbrooke,
Inc., resort hotel and dude ranch located
on Silver Lake, formerly known as Pink’s
Pond, in the Town of Clinton, and
William J. Baler, executive secretary of
the county Alcoholic Beverage
Commission, disclosed it marked the first
time in 100 years that license had been
issued in that township.

There were repercussions. Mrs. vy
Chapel Fish, president of the county
Woman’s Christian Temperance Union
and a resident of Clinton, declared the
license had been granted secretly without
any of the people aware the application
had been filed: “The wets,” she said,
“slipped one over on us and I am confident
this is the only manner in which the
license could have been obtained.” Mrs.
Fish said a campaign would be launched
immediately to hold a local option vote as
quickly as possible.

The WCTU leader said she had been
assured by the ABC board several years
ago that “our town is dry and there is no
danger of license being issued.” Mr. Baler
expressed doubt any such assurance had
been given, adding, “No one can assure a
township that a license will not be issued
unless that town adopts a local option
law.” Although there has been no license
in Clinton. The township has shared in the
distribution of the alcoholic beverage tax,
drawing a total of $16,834 since repeal in
1933, County Treasurer Miller disclosed.

Supervisor Wright of the township
considered the issue one for the voters to
decide, asserting flatly, “T am not taking
any sides in the controversy.” He pointed
out, however, that ABC funds provide the
town with about a third of its general fund
from which salaries of town officials and
other miscellaneous expenses are paid. If
a local option law were adopted and the
township lost this income, a sharp increase
in town taxes would result, he said.
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NEWS & NOTES

Members are encouraged to submit
information of interest to the Society at
large. Please send your emails to us

clo craigmarshall266@aol.com.

RENEW YOUR
CHS MEMBERSHIP

Have you paid your 2019 dues?

Your address label on this newsletter
shows the most recent year of paid
dues. Your membership is important
please send in your check today!

Student $10; Individual $20;
Family $35; Friend $75; Donor $150;
Patron $250; Benefactor $500;
Visionary $1,000; Life $5,000.
Please make checks payable to:
Clinton Historical Society
Maal to:

PO Box 122
Clinton Corners, NY 12514

HELP WANTED
Docents are needed to help
with the May 25 Driving Tour,
please email Cynthia Koch at

cynthiakoch@optonline

for more information.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE!

Check out our website at
clintonhistoricalsociety.org,

And please remember, when shopping
on Amazon, register with Amazon
Smile to have your purchases benefit
the Town of Clinton Historical Society.

Newsletter Team: Craig Marshall, Fudith
Grabowski, Trip Sinnott, and Eliot Werner:

Clinton Hustorical Socuety is a not-for-profit
orgamization established to preserve, maintain,
promote, and educate on matters of historical
significance and interest in the Town of
Clinton and Dutchess County.

Friend us on Facebook at

“ Clinton Historical Society @
and follow us on Instagram, I '
clinton_historical_society.

Creek Meeting House Preservation

¢ are delighted to announce that we are beginning work on a project to preserve
Wand update the Creek Meeting House, our Society headquarters. We are working

with preservation architect Jill H. Gotthelf and her associate, Walter Sedovic of
Walter Sedovic Architects, Irvington-on-Hudson, New York.

Gotthelf and Sedovic will conduct a feasibility study for possible improvements to the
building relating to its current and future uses for exhibits, historical programs, and archival
storage and access, while at the same time providing a better interpretation of the site as an
authentic surviving example of 18th century Quaker architecture.

The architects will make recommendations on building structure, mechanical systems,
interior layout and volume, energy efficiency, and adaptive use. Upgrading antiquated
heating and plumbing systems and installing air conditioning—while preserving the
historic building fabric—are urgent goals.

The exterior of the building is well preserved, so the principal focus will be on interior
features, infrastructure, and programming uses. The study will provide a hierarchy of
short- and long-term recommendations to allow for fiscal planning and a preliminary line
item budget for proposed recommendations.

The project is funded by a Technical Assistance Grant from the Preservation League
of New York State in partnership with the New York State Council on the Arts.

Creek Meeting House First Town of Clinton Landmark

On February 14 the Clinton Town Board unanimously voted the Creek Meeting
House an official Town of Clinton Historic Landmark. The recognition comes under
Section 250-55 of the Clinton Town Code and will enhance the protections the Creek
Meeting House already enjoys as a listing on the State and National Historic Register.

The action came after a petition was submitted by the Society and a public hearing
was held to gather public comments, which were very supportive of the designation.
The Creek Meeting House is the first Town of Clinton Landmark and the Society looks
forward to working with owners of other historic buildings who may wish to have their
properties recognized. Email info@clintonhistoricalsociety.org for more information.

) SAVE THE DATE _

Celebrating Clinton Landmarks: A Driving Tour

Saturday, May 25, 11 a.m. k
Reception & Program, 4 p.m. o

A SELF-GUIDED TOUR OF 41 HISTORIC
BUILDINGS IN THE TowN OF CLINTON

$10 MEMBERS | $15 NON-MEMBERS

Did you know that:
* According to our Historic Resources Survey conducted in 2015, Clinton
has 230 historically significant properties?
* Houses built in Clinton 150 or more years ago are nearly as numerous as
those built during the post-World War II housing boom?

Since 1986 the Society has been recognizing outstanding examples of historic
architecture under its Clinton Landmarks program. To date, 41 different
properties have been honored for their historic integrity, ranging from major buildings
such as the Pleasant Plains Presbyterian Church to modest farmhouses.

To draw public attention to this rich heritage, the Society is organizing a driving
tour to be followed by a reception and program on Saturday, May 25, beginning at
11:00 a.m. The reception and program will be held at te Creeck Meeting House at

4:00 p.m. Go to http://tinyurl.com/chs-landmark-properties to sce a complete
list of the Society’s Clinton Landmarks.

A\ s

We are excited to announce our newest program, Reel History Night! On the third Saturday
of the month at 7 p.m., we will be showing movies that helped define genres and influence future
films. Members and non-members are invited to bring their friends and family to enjoy a night

of entertainment, and also lear the historical context and significance of each film. Admission is
free for CHS members and children, and $3 for non-members. Refreshments will be available.

APRIL 20: DOUBLE FEATURE DEBUT - All About Eve (1950) and To Catch A Thief (1955)

All About Eve is a backstage story revolving around aspiring actress Eve
Harrington (Anne Baxter). Tattered and forlorn, Eve shows up in the dressing room
of Broadway mega-star Margo Channing (Bette Davis), telling a melancholy life
story to Margo and her friends. Margo takes Eve under her wing, and it appears
that Eve is a conniver. Directed by Joseph L. Mankiewicz.

To Catch A Thief is the story of notorious cat burglar John Robie
(Cary Grant) who retired to tend vineyards on the French Riviera.
When a series of robberies is committed in his style, John must clear his name.
Armed with a list of people who own the most expensive jewels currently in the
area, John begins following the first owner, young Francie (Grace Kelly). When her
jewels are stolen, Francie suspects John, destroying their tentative romance. John
goes on the lam to catch the thief. Directed by Alfred Hitchcock.

MAY 18: MUSICAL - The Sound of Music(1965)

Atuneful, heartwarming story based on the life of the Von Trapp Family singers,
one of the world's best-known concert groups in the eraimmediately preceding
World War I1. Julie Andrews plays the role of Maria, the tomboyish postulant at
an Austrian abbey who becomes a governess in the home of a widowed naval
captain with seven children, and brings a new love of life and music into the
home. Directed by Robert Wise.

JUNE 15: SILENT NIGHT - Nanook of the North (1922)
This pioneering documentary film depicts the lives of the indigenous Inuit
people of Canada's northern Quebec region. Although the production contains

such a harsh climate, revealing how they construct their igloos and find food by
hunting and fishing. The film also captures the beautiful, if unforgiving, frozen
landscape of the Great White North, far removed from conventional civilization.
Directed by Robert J. Flaherty.

JULY 20: SCI-FI UNDER THE STARS - 2001: A Space Odyssey (1968)
% - g  Note: Film begins at 6 p.m. due to its length. Animposing black

\ & structure provides a connection between the past and the future in
L A SO this enigmatic adaptation of a short story by revered sci-fi author
/ amms  Arthur C. Clarke. When Dr. Dave Bowman (Keir Dullea) and other
astronauts are sent on a mysterious mission, their ship's computer
| system, HAL, begins to display increasingly strange behavior,
~ leading to a tense showdown between man and machine that
results in a mind-bending trek through space and time. Directed by Stanley Kubrick.

Check out our Instagram @clinton_historical_society or webpage clintonhistoricalsociety.org
to stay updated on Reel History Night!

clintonhistoricalsociety.org

2019 FirsT FRIDAY

PRrROGRAM MEETINGS
at the Creek Meeting House

April 5, 6:30 p.m.

Annual Business Meeting and
Potluck Supper

Bring an entree to share and attend the
annual CHS business meeting. Have

a nomination for our Board? Please
contact Glenda at schwarb82@aol.com.

May 3, 7:30 p.m.

A Carriage Drive to Clinton Hollow
¢.1915 by Dutchess County Historical
Society’s Melodye Moore, Archivist,
and Bill Jeffway, Executive Director.
Using a recently discovered photo
and poem album, they will relate their
research on two remarkable Clinton
Hollow women—grandmother and
granddaughter—and their rise to
prominence in the early 1900s.

June 7,
7:30 p.m.
Vietnam:
| A Seabee’s

' Different
Experience
by Craig
| Marshall.
Craig will
speak about his
= experience in the
Vietnam War as a battalion interpreter
and his work in the villages providing
educational and social programs. His
presentation will include many of the
photos he took while there.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
AND FREE OF CHARGE
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TOWN OF CLINTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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See pages 2 and 3 for exciting new programs...

THE SOCIETY HOSTED ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL HOLIDAY CRAFT FAIR

he Society kicked off the
2018 holiday season with
its 8th annual Holiday Craft Fair
on December 1 at the Creek
Meeting House. Area vendors
turned the room into a festive

Jane Hayes of River Ridge
Dyeworks in Staatsburg offered
her handmade eco prints and
felt scarves and fine knitwear.

o

! ﬁ;"";"",f:,

Dawn Miller of Beacon
sold bright dream catchers,
ornaments, and gifts for all
seasons. Longtime area resident
Carol Pedersen of Capturing
Moments sold her beautiful
photographs of animals and
landscapes, plus generously
donated 10 percent of her
proceeds to the Society.
Jill Hagen of Clinton Corners
sold folk art dolls and a
collection of vintage jewelry.
The Society sold coffee,
member-donated seasonal tag sale items, crafted gifts, and baked
goods. Four homemade soups—black bean, butternut, corn

small emporium where shoppers
browsed, visited with friends and
neighbors, and bought gifts.

Some of the returning
crafters have deep roots in town.
Oscar Burkowske again sold his
handmade wooden bowls and toys
created from fallen reclaimed trees

and his wife Terri sold her finely ‘ P :
beaded jewelry. Nancy Chadwell All set up and ready to sell, vendors Sharon Contelmo and
sold elf hats, colorful towels, and a Nancy Chadwell chat before the doors opened.
variety of gift items.

Additionally, Hyde Park wood carver Joe Gleeson returned
with his delightful gnomes and other carved creations. Lorette
Henry from Pawling offered her unique handmade knitwear and
daughter Alex sold terrariums in a variety of vintage containers.

= € « ¥

chowder, and tomato barley—were available for lunch.

Both shoppers and vendors commented on the friendly
ambience of the Fair and plan on returning next year.

Several new vendors joined us. Sharon Contelmo of Hudson Special thanks go to CHS volunteers Judith Grabowski, Cathy
Valley Rugs, Poughkeepsie, sold her cotton rag rugs woven from McMahon, Mary Jo Nickerson, and Glenda Schwarze, whose
recycled tee shirts, wide-cut wool hooked rugs and chair cushions.  tireless efforts make this and other events possible. €




