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Summer Exhibit Attracts Wide Audience
by Craig Marshall

nce again our CHS summer exhibit
was a great success. With our
broad theme, Vintage Views c. 1910

attracted 302 visitors from Fishkill, Peekskill,
Poughkeepsie, Wappingers Falls, and other
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locales. The attendees were generous too,
reaching a record high in donations and sales
of Clinton books and maps.

The exhibit displayed 1,500 picture
postcards from the “Golden Age of Postcards”
(1907-1915) of the towns, villages, and City
of Poughkeepsie of this era. Old post offices,
Victorian school buildings, railroad depots, and

Lynn Smuth Femenoia points to the church
in Schultzville that she attended as a child

other public structures were featured, as were
great mansions of the well to do. One panel

showed scenes of the seven hamlets of Clinton. Also on display were over 80 large black-and-
white images of Poughkeepsie landmark buildings, historic sites, and businesses of the period.

Each image had an interesting caption that gave historical or architectural information
about the subject of the photograph. Many of these landmarks no longer exist, in part lost
to urban renewal.

Added to the “Olde Poughkeepsie c. 19107 collection was a special display of the
seven city volunteer fire companies with their horse-drawn fire apparatus, and the first
motorized fire engine in 1911. Still another addition was a collection on loan of original
large framed photographs that included a bicycle club (1893), a horse-drawn Main Street
trolley (1894), and a very rare image of the original locomotive roundhouse that was on the
west side of the current railroad station.

A three-foot panoramic photo showed the many well-dressed members of the
Dutchess Golf and Tennis Club posed in front of their touring cars enjoying a July 4 picnic
in 1912. Completing the exhibit was our showcase filled with artifacts of this period from
exhibit committee member Michael Spross, plus a large 1874
city “birds-eye” wall map of the streets of Poughkeepsie and a
3'x 4' color enlargement of Main Street circa 1912 showing
trolley cars, horse-drawn wagons, and the storefront signs of
many streetside businesses.

We received many positive visitor comments about the
exhibit. Dutchess County Historical Society Executive Director
Bill Jeffway commented, “I found the exhibition very powerful
visually, and I saw young children say, ‘Hey Dad, look at this,’
and saw some people taking photos with their camera, and
older women with a magnifying glass! In short, very engaging
for a wide range of people, some good lessons on how to put
on a successful exhibition.” Twelve-year-old Sarah Lindner

commented, “Very neat to see how the people dressed and

Continues on page 2... Sarah Lindner

Annual Tour of Historic
Barns and Working Farms

linton Historical Society is collaborating

with the Winnakee Land Trust on
Winnakee’s 13th Annual Tour of Historic
Barns and Working Farms on Saturday,
October 5. The tour begins at 11 a.m. with
cider donuts and coffee at the Society’s
headquarters, where attendees can view
a reinstallation of the 2016 Barn Exhibit
curated by Cynthia Koch, followed by a
self-guided tour providing access to many of
the barns in the exhibit and additional local

farms, barns, and vistas that are typically
closed to the public. CHS Board members
Cynthia Koch and Rich Morse are on the
Barn Tour Committee.

Tickets are $60 per person; $50 for
Winnakee members; children under 12
are admitted free of charge. All guests
will receive maps and information guides,
allowing them to embark on a self-guided
tour by car, motorcycle, or bicycle before
gathering for the “barn-rocking” reception
at 4:30 p.m. at Rhine Valley Farm.
“Winnakee is so grateful to the Clinton
Historical Society for this wonderful
collaboration,” shared Sally Mazzarella,
president emeritus, Winnakee Land Trust,
“which is at the heart of our mission
conserving land and connecting
communities. This annual event showcases
the unmatched beauty of our area,
inspiring people to get involved in efforts to
protect our landscape—and it also goes a
long way in reminding us of how connected
our communities are and should continue
to be.”

clintonhistoricalsociety.org



NEWS & NOTES

Members are encouraged to submit
information of interest to the Society at
large. Please send your emails to us
clo craigmarshall266@aol.com.

Mark your calendar ...

FALL TAG SALE
Saturday & Sunday,
September 14 & 15,9 AM - 4 PM
at the Creek Meeting House,
2433 Salt Point Turnpike, Clinton Corners

Please donate your unwanted household
items of value for our fall tag sale.
You may leave donations on the CHS
porch beginning Sept. 6 — but please
no electronics, clothing, or upholstered
furniture. For more information contact

Glenda at 266-5203.

Please remember, when shopping on
Amazon, register with Amazon
Smile to have your purchases benefit
the Town of Clinton Historical Society.

Board of Trustees
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Rich Morse
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Newsletter Team: Craig Marshall, Judith
Grabowski, Trip Sinnott, and Eliot Werner:

Clinton Hustorical Soctety is a not-for-profit
organization established to preserve, maintain,
promote, and educate on matters of historical

significance and inlerest in the Town of Clinton
and Dutchess County.

Friend us on Facebook at
Clinton Historical Society @
and follow us on Instagram, |

clinton_historical_society.

Clinton, Dutchess County, NY: From Farming to
Commuting 1870-1940 by William P. McDermott

_ Reviewed by Craig Marshall

ur Society is pleased to announce that CHS Past President

CLINTON Bill McDermott has completed his latest book Clinton, Dutchess
vommisgoammis —— County, NY: From Farming to Commuting 1870~1940. The book is easy

many years.

reading and tells the story of the critical 70-year period when the
population of the Town dropped 40% before recovering after

Bill discusses the contributing factors and their impact
on farmers and their wives and families. Occupations, wages,
community events, and businesses are well covered. Notably, he
departs from the generalizations of other authors by citing the

experiences of specific Clinton families during this period. This includes both recent
residents — Clifford Buck, Ruth Hoyt, Horace Kulp, and Viola Schoch — and notable
Clinton families of earlier years (Cookingham, Rickert, Schultz, and Traver). In this way
he personalizes this important story to make it a truly unique Clinton history.

The 167-page book with many images and illustrations is on sale for $15. It is a great
complement to our books Clinton, Dutchess County, NY: A History of a Town (also by Bill) and
our recent Building Clinton: An Architectural Survey 1760—1965. We will be promoting all of
our books at upcoming events such as the Progressive Dinner, Tag Sale, and Craft Sale

and also on our website.

We sincerely thank Bill for continuing to document the history of our town for the
benefit of current and future generations, and also for his generosity in donating over 200

copies to us to use as a fundraiser.

(Note: Bill McDermott has authored twelve books on social history (five on Dutchess
County, four on Ireland, and three on Connecticut). In addition, in the last forty years he
has authored two dozen papers and was a contributing associate editor of the 2,000-page

Encyclopedia of New York State.)

Summer Exhibit ... continued from page 1

got around 100 years ago . . . so different!” And Maureen’s

Rascals, a group of seniors who attend exhibits together,

laughed how senior genders were noted differently in the titles of
two major adult homes— Vassar Home for Aged Men (top postcard)

compared to Vassar Old Ladies Home (bottom postcard).

Some unexpected and welcome bonuses came to us via the
exhibit. Two locals have volunteered to do an oral history relating

to growing up in Clinton, and several visitors have offered to contribute vintage postcard

T—

Hal and Marge Fountain and other visilors viewing the exhibil.

images to our archive.

As was the case last year,
we received a generous financial
grant from the McDermott
Family Charitable Trust as
exhibit sponsor; and, once
again, CHS member Daniel
Clark of Prime Print Shop
in Poughkeepsie donated the
printing. We thank them both
for their continued support.
Thanks also to our docents who
volunteered their time greeting
and helping visitors, and to our
exhibit committee who made
this exhibit possible.



MEMORIES OF COMMUNITY FRIENDS CHURCH
by Craig Marshall

he Clinton Corners Community Friends Church

has seen many changes since the original structure
was built in 1890. Longtime church members Ruth
Estes and her son Don recently recounted some of these
changes and their personal experiences along the way.

Originally in 1777 there was one Quaker
congregation in the village worshipping in the newly
built Creek Meeting House. Then in 1828 a schism
arose and the congregation split into the Orthodox
group that built a new church structure at the Friends
Upton Lake Cemetery site, and the Hicksites who
remained in the Creek Meeting House. As years passed
the membership of both groups declined and the
Hicksites eventually sold their meeting house to the
Upton Lake Grange in 1927.

In 1886 the small Orthodox group gained new
leadership and expanded to the point where funds
were raised and a new church building was dedicated
in 1890 across from the Creck Meeting House. The
congregation continued to grow and more space was
needed. In 1916 the original structure was moved back twenty feet, the current building—
with beautiful stained glass windows—was added in front, and the original 1890 structure
was transformed into a gym.

Ruth Estes and her husband moved to Clinton Corners in 1949 and
joined the congregation (as did their three children, Tom, Nancy, and
Don). Ruth participated in the Friendly Circle and Junior Ladies Aid
groups and recalls a series of pastors during times of low attendance until

Don Estes and his mom Ruth Estes

Pastor James Kilpatrick, a very energetic and charismatic leader who was
able to revive the church, arrived in 1970.

The gym was the site for Christmas shows and church plays and the
well-attended Ladies Aid chicken barbecues. Don recalls that it was a “rite
of passage” when he and his other young friends were permitted to serve
the chicken from the heated “holding” milk cans directly to each guest’s
plate.

Don also remembers exploring the basement of the 1890 church and
finding old gym equipment such as parallel bars, pommel horse, and more;
he and his friends also explored the attic of the 1916 addition and found
a hidden room and a projector room. Among his carly memories are the
youth dances at his church and the one in Stanfordville, where it was not

uncommon for some kids to sneak out for a little “necking” in the cemetery. E=
Under the leadership of Kilpatrick and his successor John Heymann,
the membership of the congregation grew and the establishment of a

Friends Church:
Year Pin of Don Estes

church school led to plans to build a new church. However, the current property was too
small for expansion and a tract was purchased from the Dewey’s Shooter Service business
with funds from the sale of the current church property in 1990. The existing building on
the Dewey site became administrative offices and a high school and a new structure was
built to house an elementary school and a gym (where church services are held). The church
continued to grow and a parsonage was later added.

Pastor Jeffrey Silvieus arrived in 2003 and has been the longest-serving pastor. A
building program is under way to add a new wing for a sanctuary for church services. About
85 adults and children now comprise the congregation and 82 students come from local and
outlying areas to attend the Bible-based Upton Lake Christian School classes. Ruth (92) is
the longest-attending member—celebrating seventy years with the congregation—and Don
continues as a long-term deacon. He noted, “After many years, the Evangelical Free Church
continues to be a very active organization and asset to the village and town for religious and
educational programs. We are very optimistic about our future.”

| Special Events

SILENT FILM:

College
Accompanied

! with Live

: Organ Music
by John Baratta

Saturday, September 28, 2 p.m.

Clinton Community Library and

i Clinton Historical Society present the

i 1927 silent comedy College starring
Buster Keaton, accompanied by a full

i organ score composed and performed

i by John Baratta. In one of his best and
most hilarious performances, Buster

i plays the ambitious “bookworm” suitor

eyes only for her athletic boyfriend Jeff.

¢ including a raucous rowing competition.
Alas, Mary is kidnapped by a harrowed
Jefl ...

i the girl”? Join us as we re-create the days

can Buster save the day and “win

organists who matched the action on the
i screen with their creative playing.

day, October 26, 2019

i Please Join us at our annual fall fundraiser.
T he evening begins at an area home for
wine and cheese, then on to another house

House for coffee and dessert.

please call Lisa at (845) 266-4903.

Saturday, December 7
10a.m. - 4p.m.

Annual Holiday
~Craft Fair

Email judithgrabowski@verizon.net
for more information.

Library, 1215 Centre Road, Schultzville :

trying to win the heart of Mary who has

i Mishaps abound in his athletic endeavors,

when theaters featured silent movies with i
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Jor dinner; concluding at the Creek Meeting

If you wish to be a guest or host a dinner :

clintonhistoricalsociety.org
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TOWN OF CLINTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY

PO BOX 122
CLINTON CORNERS, NY 12514

Crum
Flbow
Meeting
House i
Preservation
any’ect

Guest Speaker: Denise Byrnes

Friday, September 6 at 7:30 p.m.
History of the Crum Elbow
Meeting House

FIRST FRIDAY PROGRAM MEETINGS

AT THE CREEK MEETING HOUSE, 2433 SALT POINT TURNPIKE, CLINTON CORNERS

September 6, 7:30 p.m.

History of the Crum Elbow
Meeting House

by Denise Byrnes

Denise, chair of the Crum
Elbow Meeting House
Preservation Committee, will
talk about the history of the
Quaker meeting house on
North Quaker Lane in Hyde
Park and the restoration and
preservation of this landmark
structure. It was built in 1797
with an addition circa 1810,
and has an adjoining historic
cemetery. Photos of the interior
and exterior will be shown.

October 4, 7:30 p.m.

Treasures of the Hudson
Valley Volume 3

by Anthony Musso

Anthony has recently published
his third volume of this popular
series featuring vintage landmark
structures in the Hudson

Valley. Always interesting and
informative, with great images.

ANTHONY P. MUSSO

Program meetings are open
to the public, free of charge.

November 1, 7:30 p.m.

Was Eleanor Roosevelt a
Feminist? by Cynthia Koch
In honorp==
of the
passage
of the
19th
Amend- |
ment in
1919,
former FDR Library Director
Cynthia Koch examines Eleanor
Roosevelt’s relationship with
feminism. When her husband
endorsed women’s suffrage

in 1911, Eleanor proclaimed
herself “somewhat shocked as

I had never given the question
serious thought.” In her 1933
book 1t5 Up to the Women,
Eleanor wrote that she was not
interested in the abstract idea of
equality with men since it did
not improve women’s ability to
change society. So was Eleanor
Roosevelt a feminist?

December 6, 6:30 p.m.

Annual Potluck Supper and
Holiday Gift Auction

Join us for an evening filled
with good food and merriment.
Bring a covered dish to share
and a wrapped gift to auction.

Sat., Dec. 7, 10 a.m. -4 p.m.
Holiday Craft Fair
(See bottom of page 3 for details.)



