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The Society’s annual 
Progressive Dinner 

fundraiser was held on Saturday, 
October 27. Despite the cold, 
rainy weather, we had an 
incredible turnout. Over a 
hundred members and friends 
contributed to the festive 
atmosphere at the opening 
reception held in the barn at 
Meadowland Farm. Everyone 
enjoyed hors d’oeuvres and wine 

while visiting with neighbors and listening to the music of  Rhinebeck High School artist 
Molly Jeanne Freer. Even Willard, the Meadowland mascot, was braying his approval 
while surveying the scene from his adjacent stall.
	 From the opening reception, guests traveled to the homes of  the various hosts to 
enjoy a wonderfully prepared dinner. The evening concluded at the Creek Meeting 
House with “Sweets & Treats” by Kathleen Everett. This year’s raffle of  items 
generously donated by local merchants and CHS members was wonderfully supported 
with over 250 tickets sold. The raffle winners were Johanna Triegel and Vincent Teahan, 
Stephanie Kroon and Rich Messer, Justin Carroll, Johanna and Michael Whitton, Tracy 
Ziemer and Jay Britton, and Nancy and Joe Drago.
	 The Progressive Dinner Committee would like to express our  appreciation and 
gratitude to all of  the evening’s guests and hosts in helping to make this one of  our most 
successful benefits to date. This year’s hosts were Justin Carroll and Adam Lynch, Debra 
Every, Judith and Michael Grabowski, Cynthia Koch and Eliot Werner, Michele and 
Judah Kraushaar, Jean McAvoy, Eileen and Denny Quinn, Glenda and Paul Schwarze, 
Lisa and Paul Thomas, Nancy and Michael Ullman, and Merida Welles and Chip 
Holman.
	 In addition, the Society would like to acknowledge generous contributions from the 
following individuals who were unable to attend the dinner: Terry Gotthelf  and Idan 
Sims, Jane Kelly and Jim Evans, and James Lack.
	 Kyle Wells, Samantha Karchmer, Roy Cooley and Kameron Wells were the 
members of  the 2018 CHS Progressive Dinner Committee.

Dinner guests (l-r) Joe Drago, Nancy Drago, Jay  
Britton, Tracy Ziemer, Maureen Christensen, Helen 
Ashton and Nick Wilson at the home of  Justin 
Carroll and Adam Lynch (photo by Ed Tulin).

Welles/Holman table guests were (l-r) Lee Kravitz, 
Tara Newell, Tom Graham, Joann Schmidt, Chip 
Holman, Elizabeth Kaplan, David Schmidt and 
Hal Newell (photo by Merida Welles). 

At the Creek Meeting House, donated items were 
raffled off by Kyle Wells and Samantha Karchmer 
(photo by Judith Grabowski).

PROGRESSIVE
DINNER 2018
by Kyle Wells

Opening reception held at the Meadowland Farm barn before 
the guests started to arrive (photo by Samantha Karchmer).
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NEWS & NOTES
Members are encouraged to submit 

information of interest to the Society at 
large. Please send your emails to us 

c/o craigmarshall266@aol.com.

∑ 

RENEW YOUR  
CHS MEMBERSHIP

Student $10; Individual $20; 
Family $35; Friend $75; 

Patron $150; Benefactor $500; 
Visionary $1,000; Life $5,000.
Please make checks payable to: 

Clinton Historical Society 
Mail to: 

PO Box 122
Clinton Corners, NY 12514

∑

PLAYER PIANO FOR SALE
Vincitoreʼs Hudson Valley Piano Center, 

Poughkeepsie generously donated a 
1927 Gulbransen player piano to the 
Society as a fundraiser. It has rebuilt 
pneumatics, is electrified, and is in 

excellent playing and furniture condition. 
It comes with 50 piano rolls and includes 

local move to ground floor. 
$5,000 negotiable.

Call Craig Marshall at 242-5879.
Thank you, Vincitore᾽s!

∑

VISIT OUR WEBSITE!
Check out our website at 

clintonhistoricalsociety.org. 
And please remember, when shopping 

on Amazon, register with Amazon 
Smile to have your purchases benefit 

the Town of  Clinton Historical Society.
∑

Friend us on Facebook at
Clinton Historical Society
and follow us on Instagram,
clinton_historical_society.

Clinton Historical Society is a not-for-profit 
organization established to preserve, maintain, 
promote, and educate on matters of  historical 
significance and interest in the Town of  
Clinton and Dutchess County.

Summer Exhibit Wins Award for Excellence 

We are proud to announce that the Greater Hudson Heritage Network (GHHN) 
has named the Society one of  eight winners in its 2018 Awards for Excellence 
competition for our summer exhibit “Clinton: 1828–1938.” GHHN is a 

statewide organization that provides services to museums, historical societies, and historic 
sites to aid in collections preservation and management, education programs, and 
professional development.
	 The Awards for Excellence program seeks to recognize and commend exceptional 
efforts among GHHN members that have completed projects exemplifying creativity 
and professional vision and contributing to the preservation and interpretation of  the 
local historic scene. Other awardees include 
the Hudson River Museum (Yonkers) and the 
Ellenville Museum.
	 CHS was also a winner in the 2015 GHHN 
Awards for Excellence for its publication Building 
Clinton: An Architectural Survey 1760–1965. We 
also received a $737 grant of  from GHHN 
for conservation supplies for our museum 
collection.
	 Priscilla Brendler, Executive Director of  
GHHN, presented the Awards for Excellence 
certificate to Vice President Craig Marshall, 
representing the Clinton Historical Society, at 
the GHHN Annual Conference held at the Bear 
Mountain Inn on September 25, 2018.	
	 Congratulations and thank you to all 
those who helped make our summer exhibit 
a success!

Grants Strengthen Historical Collections Care

The IBM Corporation has granted the Society $2,000 to support 
the purchase of  Past Perfect software for the cataloging and storage 

protection of  the historical society’s historical collections. The grant 
recognizes the volunteer services of  Craig Marshall, an IBM retiree who 
is vice president of  the CHS. It is the highest amount available through 
IBM’s Retiree Recognition Program and we are very grateful for Craig’s 

many hours of  volunteer work for the Society. We are also grateful to IBM employee and 
CHS member Lisa Lacey who facilitated the application.

The Greater Hudson Heritage Network 
granted the CHS $737 for the purchase of  
specialized supplies for conservation storage of  
our museum collection. The grant was based 
on a competitive application to the “NYSCA/
GHHN Collections Need Assessment 
Program: Supplies Grant Administered by 
the Greater Hudson Heritage Network Made 
Possible with Public Funds from the New York 
State Council on the Arts, with the Support of  
Governor Andrew M. Cuomo and the New 
York State Legislature.” CHS President Cynthia Koch wrote the application.

Priscilla Brendler presented Craig Marshall 
with a 2018 Greater Hudson Heritage 
Network Award for Excellence

Newsletter Team: Craig Marshall, Judith 
Grabowski, Trip Sinnott, and Eliot Werner.



3
clintonhistoricalsociety.org

MEMORIES AND A QUERY

We received this letter from one of  our members, who shares some interesting memories from 
Deer Ridge Drive in the 1950s. He also has a question and we are turning to you to help with 
the response. Please email us at info@clintonhistoricalsociety.org or write us at PO Box 122, 
Clinton Corners, NY 12514. And remember that we welcome your emails and letters and hope to 
hear from you!  
					     Cynthia Koch, President

	 My name is Jim McCoy and I lived on Deer Ridge Drive from 1957 to 1998. My 
mother died in 1997 and I sold the house and land to Paul Trusz.
	 I was reading the Fall 2018 copy of The Clinton Historian and saw the article by 
Viola Schoch about the Fiddlers Bridge ghost. I had heard some stories about the bridge 
and the ghost but nothing very accurate. I knew who Harlow Cookingham was and I 
knew where his farm was, but I didn't know Viola Schoch.
	 My parents bought seven acres of land on Deer Ridge Drive in 1954. Back 
then Sodom Road was the name and the road ran from Schultz Hill Road all the way 
south to Ruskey Lane, I think in Hyde Park. The road was very long and there were no 
house numbers. About 1959 the town divided it into Deer Ridge Drive, Seelbach Lane, 
and Walnut Lane to help the Fire Department in an emergency. Initially we came up on 
weekends but later my mother and I stayed here during the summer. My father worked in 
Yonkers and came up on Friday night.
	 Anyway, the first year we were here (1954) there was a beacon on top of the 
highest point of Harlow Cookingham's farm. I still remember it shining through our 
windows. My father said it was to help planes navigate. The next year or two (1955 or 
1956) we came up in the spring, we didn’t come up in the winter, and the beacon was 
gone. My father thought they didn’t need it because of radar to assist in navigation. 
When I was older, I walked up there and saw the concrete footings where the beacon was 
located.
	 We had a mailman by the name of Matty and he knew everybody’s business. He 
told my father that Albert Ellis, from whom my folks and many relatives bought land, had 
died (I think that was 1955 or 1956). Also, I think Harlow Cookingham died around 
1958. On Easter Sunday the church at Pleasant Plains would have a sunrise service on 
the top of the hill.
 	 One question I always had was about an old road that was discontinued in the 
1930s. I lived in the first house on Deer Ridge Drive from Fiddlers Bridge Road. Deer 
Ridge took a sharp right turn and my driveway went straight. Later on I could follow 
the road down through the woods. It was all grown up with trees but you could see the 
stone walls on both sides. I think the road came to Browns Pond Road. It's unfortunate 
because when I was younger there were plenty of adults I could have asked about the 
name of the old road. They left the name Sodom Road at the end by the Hyde Park line.  
	 I enjoy your newsletter because I remember a lot of the stories.  
					     Thank you, 
					     Jim McCoy

[Editor’s note: A beacon light was installed on the hill at Cookingham’s Primrose Hill Farm in 1933, 
as a navigational aid for aircraft traveling from Montreal to New York City and operated nightly until the 
advent of  radar.  Source: primrosehillfarm.com] 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
2019 First Friday 

Program Meetings

(The Creek Meeting House is closed 
 January & February)

March 1, 7:30 p.m.
Tales from the Ancient Documents: 
Taverns and Squabbles in Clinton
by Will Tatum, Dutchess County 
Historian 
While cataloging court records of  
the county’s Ancient Documents 
Collection, the office of  the Dutchess 
County Historian has uncovered 
unique patterns relating to early life in 
the Town of  Clinton. Why did Clinton 
lead the way in licensing taverns in 
post-Revolutionary War Dutchess 
County? Are there connections 
between the large number of  taverns 
and instances of  assault, bastardy, 
and other crimes in the town from 
the 1780s through the 1830s? Join us 
to consider these questions and other 
stories.

April 5, 6:30 p.m. 
Annual Business Meeting and 
Potluck Supper 

May 3, 7:30 p.m. 
A Carriage Drive to Clinton Hollow 
ca.1915 by Melodye Moore, Archivist 
and Bill Jeffway, Executive Director, 
Dutchess County Historical Society. 
Using a recently discovered photo 
and poem album, they will relate their 
research on two remarkable Clinton 
Hollow women—grandmother and 
granddaughter—and their rise to 
prominence in the early 1900s.

June 7, 7:30 p.m. 
Vietnam: A Seabee’s Different 
Experience by Craig Marshall.  
Craig will speak about his experience 
in the Vietnam War as a battalion 
interpreter and his work in the villages 
providing educational and social 
programs. His presentation will include 
many of  the photos he took while there.

open to the public 
and free of charge



TOWN OF CLINTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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CLINTON CORNERS, NY  12514

Kick off the season with two fun-filled events...
 Sat., Dec.  1,  10 am - 4 pm, Holiday Craft Fair
Fri., Dec. 7, 6:30 pm, Holiday Potluck Supper 

See below for details...

Jaye and Leigh Davis will be selling homemade “Sweet Stuff” again this year.
Joe Gleeson returns with his delightful wood carvings. Joining us for the first time 
are makers of  rag rugs, dream catchers, and ecoprints, and a local photographer.

Clinton Corners Community Tree Lighting in the hamlet square, Dec. 1, 4:30 pm

The first Christmas card was created in 1843 Victorian England by 
Sir Henry Cole—illustrated by J.C. Horsley—as a solution to having 
too many friends and too little time to send them all Christmas letters.

Join your friends and neighbors at our annual
Holiday Potluck Supper and Gift Auction

Friday, December 7 at 6:30 pm

at the Creek Meeting House
2433 Salt Point Turnpike, Clinton Corners

 Bring your favorite covered dish and a wrapped gift for the auction.
∑

Wishing you a very happy holiday 
and a healthy new year!

Thank you for supporting the Clinton Historical Society.
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Holiday 

Craft Fair
Sat, Dec 1*, 2018 

10 am - 4 pm
Creek Meeting House 

2433 Salt Point Turnpike, Clinton Corners

(*Snow date: 12/2)

HOLIDAY TAG SALE | BAKE SALE | HOMEMADE SOUP

• Oscar Burkowske, Wooden Bowls
• Nancy Chadwell, Handmade Gifts
• Sharon Contelmo, Rag Rugs & Hooked Smalls
• Jaye Davis, Sweet Stuff 
• Joe Gleeson, Wood Carving
• Alex Henry, Vintage Terrariums
• Loretta Henry, Knitwear
• Dawn Miller, Gifts for All Seasons
• Carol Pedersen, Capturing Moments
• River Ridge Dyeworks, Textiles & Ecoprints


