Clinton Landmarks
1865 Masonic Hall on National Register

By Craig Marshall
# R

Masonic Hall during restoration

“HELP SAVE OUR LANDMARK !” So reads a large sign in the Masonic Hall in
Schultzville, which captures an important time and community activity in the history
of this locally significant structure. This June the building received the distinction of
being added to the National Register of Historic Places, which is the nation’s official
list of properties worthy of preservation.

(Continued on page 2)

Masonic Hall after restoration—2002




Masonic Hall (Continued from page 1)

Built ca. 1865 in part by area residents
who were members of Warren Masonic
Lodge #32, the structure has been in
continuous use for 142 years as the
lodge temple for the Warren Masons
who in the early 1950’s counted 147
active members. However, as member-
ship decreased in recent times nation-
wide for many organizations such as the
Grange, Moose, and Masons, the few
remaining Warren Masons could not
maintain the structure and in 1998 were
considering offers from a fraternal or-
ganization in Hyde Park to buy the
building. Recognizing that the town
would lose one of its fine landmark
buildings forever, the Clinton Historical
Society with Warren Lodge support of-
fered to conduct meetings with local
citizens to determine the level of interest
and support to keep ownership of the
building in town, and what benefits it
might provide to the community with
reutilization. The response showed great
interest for volunteer and financial sup-
port which led the Warren Masons to
donate the building and land to the Clin-
ton Historical Society in February 1999.
The Society in turn committed to lead
the restoration of the deteriorated build-
ing, maintain it, and seek uses for it that
would benefit Clinton residents. In the
past eight years, numerous social and
cultural events have been held that also
served as fundraisers. These have in-
cluded exhibits, the annual Valentines
Dinner, and the long-running Open Mic
Live Music sessions held monthly dur-
ing the spring/summer season for the
past eight years. Over $35,000 has been
raised over the past eight years to re-
store, maintain, and operate the building.
As a further benefit, the Warren Masons
were able to rebuild their organization,
and per the deed agreement, still meet
regularly in the Hall . In May, they cele-
brated 200 years of continuous operation
(see story in future issue).

Much volunteer time from many resi-
dents and Society members has resulted
in a restored exterior and interior. This
includes the restoration of the metal roof
of the original structure, and replace-
ment of the asphalt shingle roof on the
addition with a new long lasting stand-
ing seam metal roof that matches the
restored metal roof. The original clap-

board siding was scraped, power washed,
primed, and top coated in time to combat
the serious wood deterioration that was
occurring.

The Victorian structure has some unique
architectural aspects, most notably the sec-
ond floor curved ceiling made of ornamen-
tal wainscot which was donated and in-
stalled by Warren mason Mandeville Bur-
ger and is original to the building. Mande-
ville also installed rich wainscot on the
walls of the first floor, and painted a spe-
cial design on the ceiling. It was a pleasant
robin’s egg blue with a large daisy-like
design in yellow and white in the center
and bands of cream, green, yellow and gray
at the edges instead of molding. These first
floor enhancements are no longer present,
having been removed long before the major
restoration in 1958. At this time, the large
addition was built to house the kitchen, a
second furnace room, restrooms, and back
room where the Lodge-sponsored Boy
Scout Troop 101 met. Prior to this, an out-
door privy served as the rest room, and a
small kitchen occupied the closet which is
now the front furnace room. Also outside
was a woodshed which serviced the two
woodstoves, one upstairs and one down-
stairs. With the two new oil furnaces, the
woodshed became obsolete and ended a 93
year tradition whereby Warren masons
shared in donating firewood to heat the
building. The outside doorway on the front
to the south gave access to the old closet
kitchen, and is now sealed from the inside,
thus preserving the original front facade.
Architectural highlights on the outside in-
clude a wooden lace on the porch which
extends across the front, and the tops of the
second-floor windows are arched with a
keystone in the center of each arch. A hex-
agonal cupola is on top. The Masonic in-
signia in large circle still adorns the front
facade. Just prior to the 1958 enlargement,
the exterior paint was gray accentuated
with darker gray and white. After 1958, it
was painted the current white with green
accent on the porch railings.

Entering the second floor temple room, one
cannot help but notice the huge full-size
portrait of Theodore Augustus (Gus)
Schultz hanging high against the far wall.
Gus died in 1862 at the age of 26 from tu-
berculosis, and having just inherited part of
his father’s estate four years earlier, was a
man of means, and also was a Warren ma-
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Masonic Hall (Continued from page 2)

son. He bequeathed $2,000 and the land
to build the Masonic Hall which was
finished three years later. He also be-
queathed $3,000 and land to build the
Christian Alliance Church just down the
road near the Town Hall.

The Masonic Hall Preservation Group, a
sub-committee of the Clinton Historical
Society, manages the planning, preser-
vation, maintenance, and fundraising for
the project. The group is indebted to the
many volunteers who have helped in the
project, including the Nine Partners Li-
ons Club which has provided financial
support to this community project. Spe-
cial thanks to member Bill McDermott
for researching and generating the appli-
cation for the National Register, and to
resident Bill Boxer who took the quality
photos that accompanied the application.
The Society is proud to be the current
steward for this lovely and important
Clinton landmark. It is continuing the
restoration and reutilization so that it
will forever be a historic architectural
asset to our community.




MASONIC HALL TRANSFERS TO TOWN

by Craig Marshall

SINCE ACQUIRING the historic
1865 Masonic Hall property in
Schultzville in 1999, the Clinton
Historical Society has been seeking
along-term solution to preserve the
building and use it for community
benefit. Finding no local organiza-
tions wanting to use and support
the building, and finding fewer
support dollars through previous
fundraising activities (such as the
Open Mic sessions), in 2009 the
Board of Trustees and its steward-
ship committee—the Masonic Hall
Preservation Group—began to seek
other long-term solutions.

When the Clinton Town Board
announced that it was looking for
additional office space and had a
“Historic Town Center” design in

mind for the Town Hall site, a meet-
ing was held with representatives
from both groups to discuss the
feasibility of transferring the build-
ing to the town for this purpose.
Details of the proposal were defined
and discussed, and the Board of
Trustees and Town Board reached
an agreement in late 2009 that will
result in the sale and transfer of the
property this September.

I o become part of the Town

Center, the original building
without additions from 1958 will
be moved to the Town Hall site. It
will be placed next to the structure

just built using the original walls
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MasoNIC HALL in Schultzville




MASONIC HALL TRANSFER
(continued from page 1)

of the Ruskey Schoolhouse and
reutilized as space for town offices.
The Masonic Hall will be

placed on a full foundation for

offices and storage in the basement;
the first floor will be converted to
offices and restrooms. The second
floor—with its beautiful original
wainscot curved ceiling—will be
kept intact for community use, and
as the gathering place for the
Warren Lodge #32 Masons who
have been meeting in the building
since 1865.

A two-story addition will be
built on the back of the building to
house restrooms, storage, and an
elevator. In the past, parking has
been an ongoing problem for all
events at the hall, and the move to
the Town Center will resolve this
issue.

The Masonic Hall property was
appraised and sale of the current
building site by the town will offset
much of the reutilization plan cost.
In return, the Society will receive
payment from the town for the costs
incurred in restoring the property

Masonic Hall, before
CHS restoration

and maintaining it these past thir-
teen years.

Craig Marshall, chair of the
Masonic Hall Preservation Group,
agreed that this was a very good
solution for all.

“The Society,” he explained,
“meets its project goals to preserve
the building long term, make it
available for community use, and
continue the 145-year historic tradi-
tion of Warren Lodge’s meetings.
Our many volunteers over the years
who contributed time and support
for the restoration and maintenance
can justly be proud of what they
and our Society have accomplished
for our community, and we sincerely
thank them.” g
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