A tale of three centuries . . .

THE CommuniTY FRIENDS CHURCH

by Craig Marshall

'
E WERE CARRIED AWAY

by the enthusiasm of that
remarkable gathering and decided to
build a new church across the front, using
the old building for auxiliary purposes.”
So began the 1914 plans for a major
addition to what was known as the
Community Friends Church, a land-
mark in Clinton Corners. Located
across the road from the 1777 Quaker
(Stone) Meeting House, this beautiful
building with stained glass windows
had its beginnings in 1890 when the
original structure—still standing—
was built to support growing church
membership.
The history of the membership
shows that dissension over points of
doctrine arose from the preachings of

-

Elias Hicks, and that 88 members
(known as the “orthodox” group) sep-
arated from the Stone Meeting House
in 1828 and built their own “Shingle
Meeting House” at the Upton Lake
Cemetery site. The Hicksite group,
with 168 members, remained at the
stone house. Hard years came for both
groups; the Hicksites eventually van-
ished and their stone house was sold
to the Upton Lake Grange in 1927. By
1876 the orthodox group had been re-

leadership ushered in the Evangelistic
Period and membership began to
grow. By 1889 it was decided to raise
funds to build a new church, which
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Storied 120-year-old building in Clinton Corners, longtime home
of the Community Friends Church, now a private residence




Orthodox Friends Shingle Meeting House,
buzlt on site of present Upton Lake Cemetery
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was dedicated in 1890 on the present
site in the village. When this building
became too small, plans were made to
move the original structure 20 feet
back and add the beautiful new addi-
tion to the front. This was completed
in 1916 at a cost of $8,000. The 1890
structure, without some of the origi-
nal curving eaves (see photo below), was
converted to a gymnasium but later
became too small for a basketball
game, so it was extended 24 feet in
1923. It contained a stage for speak-
ers and entertainment, as well as a
kitchen.

CHS member Ruth Estes recalls
being told by Edith Webster that
Edith and her husband Chauncey (par-
ents of the late Allen Webster and
Jean Hancock of Meadowland Farm)
were the first couple married in the
new church. For their honeymoon
Edith and Chauncey drove a horse and

buggy to Florida, and after “fun in the
sun” sold the horse and rig to buy train
tickets back home.

In 1932, the 150th anniversary of
the founding of the Quaker Monthly
Meeting in Clinton, the church was
strong and boasted a Bible School with
130 members, Ladies Aid Society, Boy
Scout Troop 32, and the Loyal Work-
ers Class. By 1985 the church building
was too small to support the growing
Christian school and other programs.
It was deemed too old with too little
land to expand, so a new church and
school were built a quarter-mile up the
road, using proceeds from the sale of
the old church. By this time church
doctrine had become less Quaker cen-
tered, and around 1990 the congrega-
tion joined the national Evangelical
Free Church organization. RS
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ﬂ 1989, when the Community
Friends Church congregation in
Clinton Corners sold its building to
erect a larger facility down the road,
providence intervened to find a couple
with a great appreciation of this
historic structure and a strong desire to
keep its unique features intact. Eitan
Dor and Joanne Klein knew this was
the place for them when they pulled
into the driveway twenty-one years
ago—even before going inside.

They found the building to be far
more elaborate than most Quaker
churches. Eitan at the time was in
charge of acquisitions for a New York-
based company specializing in restoring
landmark properties, and Joanne was an
artist looking for appropriate studio
space. They set out to turn the church
into comfortable living quarters while-
making minimal changes to the interior.
With wainscoted walls, the living room
is just beyond the raised platform where
the pews used to be. Overhead is a
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stained pine ceiling with etched-glass
lights that were installed in 1924. The
walls also retain the original gaslight
fixtures. Ethel Timmer, who had
attended the church as a child, gave
some of the church’s original Mission-
style oak chairs that are now in the
living room. Eitan and Joanne acquired
other furniture from the Arts and
Crafts period for the dining room as
well.

The living room includes a sliding
partition that can be raised into the
ceiling and was used to separate the
vestibule from the sanctuary. The
master bedroom is upstairs in the 13-
by-88-foot choir loft, which faces three
stained-glass windows. Rising in the
morning, one sees images in the
stained glass sparkling in the sun.
Attached in back of the main 1916
structure is the original 1890 building
which Joanne uses as her studio.
Behind that is the 1928 addition used
as a guest bedroom.
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SHORTLY after the couple bought the
church for $170,000, it was desig-
nated a landmark by the National
Register of Historic Places, and at the
time was the only Quaker meeting place
used as a residence.
Since one potential
buyer wanted to
convert the build-
ing into a four-
family house, many
of the Friends
congregation were
relieved that Eitan
and Joanne made a
strong commit-
ment to preserve
the - building and
keep its facade
intact. One of
their first projects
was to restore the church’s bell tower.
In 1990, a feature article about their
venture appeared in the New York Times
(which served as a primary source for
this article). g2
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