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Upton Lake’s Amusement Park

2017 Program Meetings
at the Creek Meeting House

Friday, March 3 at 7:30 p.m.
The Development of Motorcycles
by Keith Jones
Keith Jones of Motorcyclepedia will
describe the development of motorcycles
displayed in the 85,000-square-foot
motorcycle museum in Newburgh,
NY. The collection consists of over
600 motorcycles and thousands of
related artifacts arranged in a timeline
dating from the 1800s through the 20th
century to the present era. A PowerPoint
presentation will accompany his talk.

∏

Friday, April 7 at 6:30 p.m.
Annual Business Meeting
and Potluck Supper
Bring a covered dish to share.
Elections for officers and trustees
will be held, for nominations call
Craig Marshall at 242-5879.

W

by Jon Wechsler*

hen I moved from Poughkeepsie to the
end of Grove Way, by what was originally
known as Upton’s Lake, I often talked
about the history of the lake with
my neighbor Jim Schulhoff. He
related stories of Franklin D.
Roosevelt coming to “the grove”
and talking to people in what
used to be a natural bowl at the
southern end of the lake.
Jim also told me about the
turn-of-the-century amusement
park, located on the southwestern
shore of the lake, and showed me
where the train from Poughkeepsie
stopped right across the stream
Train cars at Upton Lake Park
next to my house. He had a picture
of the old bridge that went from the passenger drop-off across the cove toward his house.
		 The 44-acre lake was named for Paul Upton (originally from Massachusetts), one of
this area’s early pioneers. The lake is only a few feet from the Town of Clinton line in the
southwestern corner of the Town of Stanford.
The Poughkeepsie & Eastern Railroad was constructed in the late 19th century
and ran from Poughkeepsie to Pine Plains, with nearby stops in Salt Point, Clinton
continued on page 2
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Friday, May 5 at 7:30 p.m.
Everyday Will Be Sunday When the
Town Goes Dry
by Eleanor (Ellie) Charwat
The focus will be on the Hudson Valley’s
role in production, distribution, and sale
of illegal liquor during prohibition.
A PowerPoint presentation will
accompany her talk.

∏

Open to the public, free of charge

Balloon ascent at Upton Lake c.1900
CLINTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY

NEWS & NOTES

Members are encouraged to submit
information of interest to the Society
at large. Please send your emails to
us c/o craigmarshall266@aol.com.

[\
2016 Progressive Dinner

Oops, we forgot to thank Lisa Lacey for
baking a dessert. Sorry and thank you!

[\
2017 Dues Are Due

If you havenʼt renewed your membership,
please do so today. The address label on
this newsletter shows the most recent year
of paid dues. See page 4 for membership
levels. Thank you for your support.

[\
Volunteers are needed...

To bake refreshments for our program
meetings, please call Judith Grabowski
at 473-7950 to sign up.

[\
Spring Cleaning?
Please donate your useable household
items (no stuffed furniture or clothing) to
the annual Memorial Day Weekend Tag
Sale, Saturday and Sunday, May 27 and
28 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 2433 Salt Point
Turnpike, Clinton Corners. Donations can
be dropped off between May 20-26 on
the Creek Meeting House porch.
Call Mary Jo Nickerson at 266-3066
for more information.
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Upton Lakeʼs Amusement Park continued from page 1

Corners, Upton Lake and
Stanfordville. By the turn
of the 20th century, at
the height of the summer
season, six trains a day
ran between Poughkeepsie
and Upton Lake. The fare
was 25 cents. Admission
to “Upton Lake Park,” the
new amusement park built
by the railroad, was 10
cents.
The amusement park
was a BIG attraction.
Included was an openair amphitheater next
Camp Victory group c. 1920
to the present-day
Schulhoff house. As Edith Allen Webster noted in the 1959 Town of Clinton Historical
Review, “There were benches placed in a semi-circle and a stage at the bottom of the
depression where vaudeville acts and acrobatic stunts were performed, a merry-goround, swings and a Wild West Show.” Grove Way was hopping in those days!
As automobiles became popular, the attraction of taking the train to the amusement
park lessened and buildings began to decay. In 1903 it became Camp Victory, a
summer YMCA camp. The natural amphitheater was later the site for such visiting
speakers as the newly married FDR, who often motored over from Hyde Park.
The P&E Railroad was
also used in the late winter
to haul Upton Lake ice
blocks into Poughkeepsie.
A short spur of track
was added to the line
in front of the present
Burkowske homestead
on the eastern shore.
Thousands of blocks of
ice were “harvested” every
winter and stored for hot
summer days in two huge
icehouses built at the cove.
Upton Lake icehouse c.1930
Jean Burkowske remembers
the long conveyor belt run by a gas engine that took the ice blocks into the icehouses.
Horses had previously pulled the
heavy blocks, but there was always
the danger that they might fall
through the ice.
In the 19th and early 20th
centuries, the land around Upton
Lake was open to grazing and
farming. Now the only open land
is on the southern end where there
are two horse farms. However, if
you go out on the lake, you can still
see remnants of the amusement
Boating at Upton Lake Park c. 1900
park and the ice business. $
*This article first appeared in the December 2003 issue of The Clinton Historian.
Vintage images recently found in the CHS archives have been added.

After the One-Room Schoolhouse

T

by Craig Marshall

he Clinton Historical Society has presented several exhibits, “living history”
interviews, and newsletter articles telling about our many one-room schoolhouses
and the first-hand experiences of past generations of
Clinton students in those schools. What happened upon graduation
from those cherished schools? Many early town students continued
their education at Poughkeepsie High School, certainly some
distance away and presenting a significant challenge.
In those days none of the familiar yellow school buses
of today made their way up and down the roads of our town.
Walking the 15 miles to Poughkeepsie clearly wasn’t an option.
So local students like Kelsey Wirehouse, who graduated from the
Clinton Corners one-room school in 1925, first made the daily
trek to high school by the two means available to him: train,
and horse and cart. In the second half of his high school career,
he was able to take a bus—as recounted by a classmate fondly
recalling her “old high school friend” in a 1989 letter sent to
Ruth Estes shortly after Kelsey’s death:
Kelsey and I were friends from the time we were both attending
Poughkeepsie High and going down and back each day on the bus with lots of
other high schoolers at that time. There were several of us who waited for the
bus together at my father’s store in Clinton Corners [Oakley D. Robinson’s], and
I always got a kick out of Kelsey’s wonderful sense of humor—and I shamelessly
picked his fine brain for math, for I had scant ability in that line of study! Kelsey
was a very bright man.
— Doris Robinson Riggs
						

Indeed, as evidenced by a local newspaper report, Kelsey excelled as a student.
Citing nearly twenty Clinton Corners students who were “pupils successful in the Regents
examination,” an article in the July 12, 1924 issue of the Rhinebeck Gazette reported that
14-year-old Kelsey Wirehouse was the only one to receive special commendation in five of
the seven subject areas—including Geography, English, and U.S. History. Among all the
other students listed, no one else had more than three.
CHS Life Member Eleanor Rogers attended the high
school beginning in 1931. She recalls that Haggerty’s bus from
Stanfordville picked up students at Clinton Corners and Salt Point,
and she would walk to Salt Point to board the bus for Poughkeepsie.
Eleanor was also a gifted student, earning a Bachelor of Arts
degree in history and working at Vassar College for forty years.
What topics were taught in the early days? Residing in the
CHS archives are the Poughkeepsie High School diplomas
for Mildred and Eunice Browning dated 1908. Mildred was a
Eleanor Rogers,1936
schoolteacher who lived on Browning Road in Salt Point and
passed away in 1967. Their diplomas list the courses taken. Besides English, foreign
languages (French, German), math (algebra, geometry), and ancient history, they studied
Cicero, Virgil, and Caesar as semester-long courses. How would today’s students fare if
these “heady” three classes were in their current curriculum?
A common theme in feedback from former Clinton students is that their experiences
in one-room schoolhouses prepared them well for high school and beyond. Recounting his
education at the Clinton Corners school—and that of his childhood friend and fellow CHS
trustee Mary Jo Nickerson—former Town Supervisor Jeff Burns noted in an article he
wrote for The Clinton Historian in 2008, “We both believe that the experience we had at the
one-room schoolhouse was probably the highlight of our formal learning. The educational
experience of the one-room schoolhouse is a concept that modern educators have been
trying to replicate for years.” $

Kelsey Wirehouse,1929

Doris Robinson,1931

After graduating from one-room schoolhouses (like
the one in Clinton Corners [top photo, now the
Post Office]), students traveled to Poughkeepsie to
finish their high school education. The c. 1914
color-tinted photograph of Poughkeepsie High
School (1914-1956) and PHS yearbook senior
class photos are courtesy of the Poughkeepsie Public
Library District.

Mildred Browningʼs 1908 high school diploma.
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Friday, March 3, 7:30 PM
The Development of Motorcycles
by Keith Jones
Keith Jones of Motorcyclepedia will
describe the development of motorcycles
displayed in the 85,000-square-foot
motorcycle museum in Newburgh, NY.

h

CHS Membership
Help grow our membership!
Please give this form to a friend or family
member who is interested in joining us.
[
[
[
[
[
[

] Individual............ $15
]_ Family.................. $25
]_ Friend ................. $50
]_ Patron ................. $100
]_ Benefactor .......... $250
]_ Visionary ............ $500

Name:__________________________
Address:_________________________
________________________________
Email:__________________________
Phone:__________________________
Please make checks payable to
Clinton Historical Society
and mail to PO Box 122,
Clinton Corners, NY 12514

Memorial Day Weekend

TAG SALE

Sat. & Sun., May 27 & 28
9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Drop off donations bet ween May 20-26,
on the Creek Meeting House porch.
Please, no stuffed furniture or clothing.

To help with the
Tag Sale, please call
Mary Jo Nickerson
at 266-3066.

