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The Schultz Ledgers – Part 1

B

by Craig Marshall

usiness ledgers from the 19th century
provide interesting and valuable
consumer information about the
people who lived in the area—what they
bought and what mills produced. Knowing
this and living in the Daniel Schultz house
in Schultzville, I bid successfully on an 1854
daybook kept at the Schultzville store, as
advertised in a local auction in 1974.
When I examined the book, which lists
customers, goods sold, and prices, I realized
that it was one of a series of ledgers. Where
were the others? The auctioneer didn’t
know and the book’s owner, John Bodajlo,
also didn’t know. For several years I kept my
eye out for any information that could lead
to the other books. Imagine my surprise
when, ten years later, my eight-year-old son
Scott came running to me saying, “Hey
Dad, look at the old books I found in our
barn!” Yes, searching through the attic of
our 1856 barn, he found a
large box of old novels (little
value) and stashed at the
bottom of the box, under the
novels, were NINE of the
Schultz ledgers!
Did Divine Providence
play a role? I believe so.
You see, a month after we
removed this treasure and put
the old novels back into that box, a fierce
storm damaged the barn roof, water poured
in right over the box, and all the novels
inside were ruined. So after being stored
safely in our barn for probably a hundred
years, they were rescued only one month
before sure destruction! Thank you Scott!
Nine of the ten ledgers cover the period
1795 through 1861 and are accounts of the
store, sawmill, and gristmill in Schultzville

then owned by hamlet founder John F.
Schultz and his son Daniel H. Schultz,
followed by grandson Theodore “Gus”
Schultz. One of these ledgers also
contains Daniel’s daily labor log of
1855–1856, noting that he paid $1.00 a
day to the stonemasons, carpenters, and
other tradesmen who built his new house.
Curiously, in 1858 he took the partially
filled ledger book that his father last used
in 1825 and, 35 years later and followed
by his son Theodore, filled the remaining
pages with entries up to 1861.
The tenth ledger, recently transcribed
by Arthur Kelly, details the 1807–1808
voyages of the sloop Farmer of which John
F. Schultz was captain and part owner.
This ledger shows the names of local
farmers and others and what they were
shipping to New York City from Schultz
Landing in Rhinecliff. The account
includes pigs, apples, cider,
flour, and butter, and also
lists the passengers carried
on board. Good fortune
came again in 1994, when
Elmer Gildersleeve donated
the first volume of the
Schultzville store ledgers
from 1808–1809 to the CHS
archive—having inherited it
from his grandfather Henry Gildersleeve,
an early Clinton resident.
Several years ago Bill McDermott
had all eleven ledgers microfilmed for our
extensive CHS archive. They have been
used for recent presentations (“History
of Schultzville Hamlet”) and, more
importantly, are being transcribed in a
“labor of love” by Arthur Kelly.
(See page 2 for The Schultz Ledgers - Part 2)

2016 Winter/Spring Programs
1777 CREEK MEETING HOUSE
2433 Salt Point Turnpike, Clinton Corners, NY

FRIDAY, MARCH 4
7:30 PM

JACK CONKLIN, columnist
talks about slate quarries
in Clinton, a unique and
largely unknown part of our
townʼs early history.
See page 2 for more details.

FRIDAY, APRIL 1, 6:30 PM
Annual Business Meeting &
Potluck Supper; please bring
a covered dish to share.

FRIDAY, MAY 6
7:30 PM
AMY GOLDMAN
FOWLER, author,
heirloom gardener, and
CHS member deeply
rooted in our town talks
about her new book
“Heirloom Harvest,” followed by a Q&A and
book signing.

FRIDAY,
JUNE 3
7:30 PM
Clinton native
and CHS
painting
contractor
BOB HOLLINGSWORTH closes the spring
programs with a colorful talk on the history
of Clinton Corners. -
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Notice To Members

Your address label on this newsletter shows the most recent
year of paid dues. Your membership is important to
fund our education and preservation programs.
ANNUAL DUES: Individual - $15; Family - $25;

Friend - $50; Patron - $100; Benefactor - $250;
Visionary - $500; Lifetime Membership - $5,000
Please make check payable to: Clinton Historical Society
Mail to: PO Box 122, Clinton Corners, NY 12514

Thank you for your ongoing support!
We encourage members to use their company’s matching grants program to increase their donation.

∑

Volunteers needed ...
To bake refreshments for our May and June meetings.
Please call Judy Grabowski at 473-7950.
To help with the May Tag Sale.
Please call Mary Jo Nickerson at 266-3066.

∑

Members are encouraged to submit information of
interest to the Society at large. Please send your notices
to the newsletter team c/o craigmarshall266@aol.com.

∑

CHS is a not-for-profit organization established to preserve, maintain,
promote, and educate on matters of historical significance and interest in
the Town of Clinton and Dutchess County.
Board of Trustees
Cynthia Koch, president
Craig Marshall,* vice president
Cathy McMahon, secretary
Mary Jo Nickerson, treasurer
Jeff Burns
Dick Coller
Norene Coller

Judith Grabowski*
Jim Pellegrino
Glenda Schwarze
Joseph “Trip” Sinnott*
Lisa Thomas
Eliot Werner*
*Newsletter Team

The Schultz Ledgers – Part 2
by Arthur C.M. Kelly

DANIEL H. SCHULTZ DAYBOOK 1846-1850
he third in a series, this book was rescued from oblivion by
Craig Marshall, Town of Clinton Historian. This volume
provides a window into the everyday life of Dutchess County
residents. It is quite detailed and specifies the various fabrics (such
as alpaca, calico, check, cotton, muslin, cashmere, denim, jane,
twill, silk, linen, gingham, canvas, and tweed) that were purchased
for clothing manufacture and other items requiring fabric, together
with patterns for their production. We are told who is writing letters
and how frequently; who are heavy users of tobacco and tobacco
products; who is supplying butter, eggs, and meat for trade; and
how many bars of soap, pairs of shoes, and chamber pots are being
purchased.
Harvest time spells out what crops are being raised; when
various grains—such as buckwheat, corn, oats, rye, wheat, superfine,
and provider—are being gathered; when and how many logs are
being sawed and for what purpose; and also pounds of nails, screws,
and window paper and black crepe for a possible coffin.
Everyday household items like candles are purchased frequently
and such staples as tea, coffee, sugar, molasses, and cheese are being
consumed in great quantities. Money is borrowed for excursions
to Poughkeepsie, Rhinebeck, Salt Point, New York City, Stanford,
Red Hook, and Hyde Park, and for reasons such as attending
Temperance meetings.
Less frequently we are advised of the sale of rice, saleratis, salt
peter, castor oil, pain pills, spools of thread, vinegar, raisins, and
soda crackers. Trading also occurs with shot, powder, caps, and even
fireworks and occasionally mackerel, cod fish, and shad.
This publication has 298 pages of transcriptions, plus an
18-page index of 945 client names (with some duplicates since
client names sometimes included initials, but other times not).
Even considering duplicates, this many clients in a five-year period
indicates that Daniel Schultz ran a very extensive business. This
transcription should make it less necessary to handle the original
books, which are in the collection of the Clinton Town Historian.
The publication and over 400 others can be purchased online at
www.kinshipny.com. At this site anyone can type in a surname and
view all the documents available that list that name. 

T

Rhinebeck resident Arthur C. M. Kelly is involved in a lifelong project of transcribing and indexing
original material, resulting in publication of over 400 titles of detailed and valuable vital records,
geneology, and historical information. He has received major awards for his exceptional work.

Columnist Conklin “Back in Time” March 4 at 7:30 p.m.

Section of mural “Men Working in Slate Quarry,”
by Martha Levy, 1939
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Jack Conklin, a native of Dutchess County, is a retired businessman living in Rhinecliff. He
is a member of the Dutchess County and Rhinebeck historical societies and has several articles
published by both groups. A columnist for the local newspaper River Chronicle, his “Back in Time”
articles feature local Hudson Valley history.
The lecture on the history of the Town of Clinton’s slate quarry activities is based on a
recent River Chronicle article and will be expanded to include current slate quarrying activity
in nearby Vermont and upstate New York. The Clinton quarries were started in 1790, one
of the first in the Hudson Valley. The role of the Welsh in the development of the trade and
their contribution to the local area will be explored. Photos from the Slate Valley Museum in
Granville, New York, will also be included.
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Structural Posts for the Creek Meeting House

O

by Craig Marshall

ur 1777 Creek Meeting House has undergone
numerous structural changes to accommodate changes
in its use, including removal of both the built-in
Quaker meeting benches and the large opening in the ceiling
for viewing by female Quaker attendees from the second-floor
gallery. Also removed many years ago were the six primary
second-floor posts that supported the roof. These posts were
replaced with a cabling system that opened up the second
floor for the very popular Grange square dances, as well as the
curtained stage (now removed) that was built for their theatrical
shows.
While the cabling was effective for some time, the building
was structurally at risk. In 2003 Bill McDermott initiated a
project to install new support posts when the second-floor archive
was being built. Rather than install standard 6 x 6 inch timbers
found in the local lumberyard, Bill’s goal was to replicate the
posts exactly as found on the first floor. Fortunately, two local
“post and beam” craftsman came to the project with a great
deal of knowledge and enthusiasm. Both Bob Hedges and John
Coppell had many years experience in restoring 18th and 19th
century barns and buildings and were perfect consultants and
carpenters for this project.
Another very positive “find” was a white oak tree that had
recently blown over on the Creek property and furnished the
raw material for four of the six posts. These posts, along with
two posts from a tulip tree, were rough-sawn from the trees and
then hand-planed, scraped, and chamfered by Bob and John
using original antique tools. Employing vintage post-and-beam
techniques, the posts and receiving cross members in the floor
and ceiling were fastened together using traditional mortise-andtenon joinery and hand-wrought oak pegs (or trenails). The result
is a highly attractive system of posts that will make our landmark
building more structurally sound and last for generations to
come. Thanks Bill, Bob, and John! 

John Coppell points out the peg, mortise, and tenon joint for the new post
during a recent visit.
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Join us March 4th at the Creek Meeting House for
Jack Conklin’s talk “Slate quarries in Clinton.”

Section of “Men Working in Slate Quarry,” by Martha Levy,
1939, Works Progress Adminstration/Federal Art Project, Mural in
Slate Valley Museum Collection, photo by Jack Conklin

Our Holiday Craft and
Bake Sale was a success...

thanks to our volunteers, area crafters, and local shoppers!

