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Clinton Historical Society Celebrating 40 Years
Clinton Home on Pumpkin Lane Awarded Landmark Status

T

he Clinton Historical Society has
added the 1790 house of Jim La
Marca on Pumpkin Lane to the
list of Landmark structures in our town.
This award recognizes historic structures
in Clinton that have been well preserved or
restored to near-original condition.
Jim’s restoration, which began when
he bought the home in 1980, was a major
challenge and his success is a source of
personal pride. Major structural problems
were present with rotted sills, deteriorated
siding supports and floors, and interior
1950s additions. In each case he was careful
to re-use original materials where possible,
such that the home has kept its historic
integrity and footprint. All wideboard
floors were removed, restored, and put
back in place. Original doors were restored
with their original iron hardware. When
opened, a cupboard displays an imprint of
the owner’s initials (WHG for William H.
Gildersleeve) dated 1828.

The original homestead 1867.

by Craig Marshall

One of the house’s most notable
until 1856, when it was sold at foreclosure
features is the large 1790 fieldstone fireplace auction to William Hicks. It then went
in the dining room. Jim discovered that the through four owners before Jim bought
size had been reduced
the property 35 years
substantially by a later
ago. At that time he
renovation using a
owned (and still owns)
mud filler and was able
an advertising media
to bring it back to its
business in New York
original 4’ x 7’ opening.
and was looking for a
It showcases the original
weekend retreat. As
iron swing-out crane
a part-time history
and built-in ladle holder.
professor at St. John’s
1790 fieldstone fireplace, restored
The restored and exposed
University in Queens,
large hand-hewn ceiling beams provide a
this historic home restoration appealed to
dramatic effect. A large early dairy barn
him. The comfortable house, which boasts
with an 1895 inscription is present on
three working fireplaces, is filled with great
the 117-acre property near the house. It
antique furniture and accessories.
appears to have been used at one time for
“The project was bigger than I
a carriage-making business, as evidenced
anticipated, but I had skilled help and
by buried wagon parts found by Jim and a
greatly enjoyed it,” Jim said. “Unfortunately,
1790 will that bequeathed carriage tools to it’s time to move on and I’ve recently put
one of the owner’s sons. 		
the home on the market.” Congratulations,
The Gildersleeves owned the property Jim, on your well-deserved award! 

The homestead as it looks today.

News & Notesß
Program Meeting

Friday, November 6 at 7:30 p.m.
Skip Backus, Omega Institute
at the Creek Meeting House
The west side of Long Pond has been
a campground since the 1920s, when it
was developed by organizations based
in New York City as a girls camp.
Cottages and larger buildings were
constructed, including an auditorium
and dining hall. The Omega Institute
purchased the property in 1981, moving
its programs to the Lake Drive location.
Skip will present the history of Omega
and how it has helped protect Long
Pond, including a national awardwinning water treatment plant.

s
Holiday Potluck Supper
and Auction

Friday, December 4, 6:30 p.m.
at the Creek Meeting House
Please bring a dish to share and a
wrapped gift to auction.

s
Holiday Craft Fair

Saturday, December 5,
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
at the Creek Meeting House

CHS volunteer Judie Mackie (left) with quilter Karen Abramson (right) at the summer exhibit.

Quilt Exhibit: We Have A Winner!

O

ur Antique Quilts Exhibit this summer was very successful, with over 160
attendees including visitors from other counties and states. On display were
25 mostly antique quilts and some antique reproductions, which ranged from
simple and basic quilting to quilts that would take prizes for their detail and design.
Ballots were submitted by 152 visitors to choose their favorite quilt . . . and the
winner was CHS member Gladys Estony of Upton Lake, for her 1898 family heirloom
“Klondike” quilt with the challenging “Lone Star” pattern. Congratulations, Gladys!
Ballot responses also rated the exhibit 52% Excellent and 48% Very Good. Based
on this high rating, many positive comments, and several offers of antique quilts for
display, we are planning to mount this exhibit again sometime in the future. Thanks
to Craig Marshall, Chris Brousseau, and Jim Pellegrino who developed and set up the
exhibit. Special thanks to quilt expert Karen Abramson for providing quilts and valued
technical consultation, and to the docents who welcomed our visitors. 

The Society will have a table of
handmade craft items and homemade
baked goods to sell to benefit our
programs; donations needed. Craft
vendors of handmade items interested
in reserving a table/space should call
Glenda Schwarze at 266-5203.
Members are encouraged to submit
information of interest to the Society at large.
Please send your notices to the newsletter
team c/o craigmarshall266@aol.com.

Friend us on Facebook
CLINTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY
1777 Creek Meeting House
2433 Salt Point Turnpike
Clinton Corners, NY

CHS is a not-for-profit organization
established to preserve, maintain, promote,
and educate on matters of historical
significance and interest in the Town of
Clinton and Dutchess County.
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Gladys Estony with her winning “Klondike” quilt.
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CHS Receives Publication Award

T

he Greater Hudson Heritage Network
(GHHN) has announced that our Society
has been named a winner of its 2015 Awards
for Excellence program for our new publication
Building Clinton: An Architectural Survey 1760–1965. This
awards program seeks to recognize and commend
exceptional efforts among GHHN members in the
greater Hudson Valley–Metropolitan region. Awards
are made to projects that exemplify creativity and
professional vision, resulting in a contribution to the
preservation and interpretation of the historic scene,
material culture, and diversity of the region.
Building Clinton, with 154 pages and approxiately
130 images, is intended to document and raise
awareness in the community of the many
architectural treasures that exist in Clinton. It
includes written descriptions of more than 100
CHS Board of Trustees book project volunteers Trip Sinnott, Judith Grabowski, Norene Coller,
historic structures in town, a brief history of
Cynthia Koch, and Eliot Werner.
Clinton, and a spreadsheet of 350 significant historic
properties. The book has been well received by both
Board of Trustees
town residents and Society members.
Cynthia Koch, president
Greater Hudson Heritage Network serves member cultural organizations and their
Craig Marshall,* vice president
staffs, boards, and communities in the region, offering consultations and assistance, a
Cathy McMahon, secretary
resource network, and professional development opportunities to advance the work of
Mary Jo Nickerson, treasurer
Jeff Burns
historians, historic house museums, heritage centers, historic sites, archives, and libraries
Dick Coller
in this National Heritage Area. In addition to our Society, other 2015 award recipients
Norene Coller
include the Hudson River Museum (Yonkers) and the Eleanor Roosevelt National Historic
Judith Grabowski*
Site (Hyde Park).
Jim Pellegrino
Congratulations to those of our trustees who volunteered their time and talents to
Glenda Schwarze
develop this important book. Thanks go to 15 donors who underwrote the $26,000 survey,
Joseph “Trip” Sinnott*
Lisa Thomas
and also to Lisa and Paul Thomas and Stewarts Shops for their generous donations to help
Eliot Werner*
defray printing costs. Books can be ordered using the order form above. 
*Newsletter Team

3

TOWN OF CLINTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY
PO BOX 122
CLINTON CORNERS, NY 12514

Fall events at the Creek Meeting House...


Holiday
Potluck
Supper &
Auction
Friday

December 4
6:30 pm



Robert “Skip” Backus
Omega Institute CEO
Guest Speaker
Friday, November 6, 7:30 p.m.

Holiday Craft  Fair
S aturday , December 5 • 10

am

-4

pm

