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Masonic Hall Move

I

n October 2011 the 1865 Masonic
Hall was moved about a quarter of
a mile up Centre Road to the Town
Hall site. The bottom photo shows the
Christian Church that was built by a
gift of $3,000 plus land from Theodore
A. Schultz, who made the bequest after
speaking with religious leaders shortly
before his death.
The photo also shows the historic
event where his other bequest, the
Masonic Hall, is passing the church
during the move. Theodore’s gift
of $2,000 plus land in the hamlet
allowed the Warren Masonic Lodge
#32 to move its meetings from distant
Lafayetteville to benefit local members.
Theodore, a Mason, was the grandson
of Schultzville founder John F. Schultz
and son of Daniel H. Schultz, and died
of tuberculosis in 1862 at the age of 27.
The Hall was not towed to the
site. Instead, a contractor worked the
controls temporarily mounted to the
rear of the building to activate the
hydraulically operated wheel support
systems, while guide personnel at the
front gave steering directions. ƒ

Theodore’s gifts meet
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A Historic Clinton Store

A

by Craig Marshall

century ago patrons of the
Schultzville general store—
the last of the three original
family-owned general stores in
Clinton still in operation today—
bought their groceries, traded stories,
shopped for sundries, and picked up
their mail, all under one roof. As was
common in those times, the store
was also the local post office and was
very likely used as a polling place.
And it should be noted that under
the ownership of Daniel Schultz the
business acted as a local “bank,” since
Daniel loaned a considerable amount
of money to his clients
over the counter.
The current owners
of the Schultzville
general store, Gary
and Linda Stokes, have
announced that in April
2013 they will also be
holding down the fort
as shopkeepers and
restaurateurs at the
original Clinton Corners
general store—operating
under a new name, the Clinton
Corners Harvest Table. With the
opening of the Harvest Table, two
of the town’s original general stores
will now serve as local shopping and
dining venues.
The Schultzville general store
had its beginnings around 1807
when John Schultz purchased 220
acres from Nine Partners patent
holder David Johnston for the
unusually high price of $6,250.

This price indicates that there was
likely a business already established
on the site, possibly a store owned by
Ahasuerus Ellsworth or a mill on the
Little Wappingers stream that coursed
through the property. Long Pond Road
ran through the middle of this lot.
A definite commercial advantage to
this location was the wagon trail that
passed through Schultzville carrying
goods from Dover to the Rhinebeck
docks of the Hudson River, a major
port for New York City commerce.
Daniel Schultz inherited the store and
gristmill and later added a sawmill—

M. Sweet Store postcard c. 1907

as well as additional acreage—to his
holdings. The triangular “hamlet green”
in front of the store dates back to this
time, as evidenced by early maps.
The store thrived under Daniel
Schultz; his ledger of 1852–1855
shows that he had accumulated 500
customer accounts over the years, a
very large number. Daniel’s gristmill
(which provided flour for the store)
outproduced other area mills, and in
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A Historic Clinton Store continued from page 1
1850 the income from the gristmill
was $10,500 from the sale of 7,000
barrels of flour. This compares with
an average of about $6,000 for flour
produced by other local mills.
Ten daybooks and ledgers exist
for the Schultz’ business, covering
the period 1791 through 1859 (with
gaps). The entries for 1825 record
sales in pounds/shillings/pence. The
daybook for 1858 shows that the store
sold a wide variety of goods including
coffee, vinegar, butter, eggs, gloves,
hats, linen, thread, snuff, nails, and
shoes . . . all recorded in dollars and
cents. Interestingly, though Daniel was
a wealthy man, he was also a thrifty
one. Prior to his death in 1858, he took
the partially filled ledger book that his
father had last used in 1825 and filled
the remaining pages with entries.
After Daniel passed away, his son
Theodore inherited and ran the store
until his death four years later.
Succeeding proprietors included
William H. Sleight, Melvin Sweet, and
Benjamin Bradley. On one occasion
former owner Guildea Traver recalled
that in 1930 a fire started in one of
the cars stored in the adjacent garage,
resulting in the burning of the entire
store and the large two-story house on
the west side. The store was rebuilt on
the original fieldstone foundation and
this is the structure that exists today.
Ruth M. Hoyt—who was born

in the hamlet—once
remembered years ago
that around 1910, during
lunch breaks at the
Schultzville schoolhouse
up the road in winter, the
store was the midpoint for
venturous students to start
their sleigh run on the
high hill above the school,
zoom past the store, then
down the steep hill leading to the stream
where there were three wooden plank
bridges by the mills (present firehouse
site). She was not permitted to go past
the store after one boy broke his leg
hitting one of the bridges.
Clinton resident Dave Traver noted
that his great-grandfather and then his
grandfather Archer Traver owned the
store. He recalls visiting it as a five-yearold in 1952: groceries were on the left,
tools and hardware were on the right,
and the counter ran across the back
and had candy on top. Two years later
Foster Lake owned the store and his very
prominent sign advertised “groceries,
paints, hardware, clothing, sporting
goods, housewares, and appliances” . . .
a true general store.
The store was closed some years
after Foster Lake and Bob Hahn ran
an occasional flea market there. It was
then owned by the Tripps, who later
leased it to Jim Hosie, who in turn was
responsible for bringing the country

Foster Lake general store also sold gas c. 1954

store back to the life it had enjoyed
in years past. He replaced the small
1930 porch roof with a full-width roof
reminiscent of the original building. He
was open seven days a week and had
a strong lunch business for the many
tradespeople who passed through the
hamlet.
Gary and Linda Stokes purchased
the business in 1995 and the building
and property two years later. They
have put many hours into running
the business, expanding the offerings,
providing local employment, and
remodeling and decorating the store.
Amidst the challenges of today’s
changing business climate, Gary and
Linda are finding new ways to reinvent
the old-fashioned general store while
preserving its country charm. Indeed,
walking into the store and on the early
wood floor takes one back in time
to simpler days when neighbor met
neighbor. ƒ

Why Sodom Four Corners?

Y

ou won’t find Sodom Four Corners on maps of Dutchess County, most of them,
anyway, but that doesn’t mean that it’s difficult to find. Just ask the first person you
meet in the Clinton Hollow section of the Town of Clinton and he’ll direct you there
unhesitatingly. Sodom Four Corners is about a mile west of “the Hollow” at the intersection
of east-west Meadow Brook Lane and the north-south road which used to be Sodom Road
all the way from Fiddler’s Bridge Road some four miles south to Ruskey Lane. Now only
the section south of the four corners is Sodom Road. The north section is Deer Ridge
Road. Sodom Four Corners is now an attractive rural area. Of course, the name reflects the
period when it wasn’t so attractive. By implication, its neighbors felt that it should have been
destroyed for its wickedness just as the Biblical Sodom and Gomorrah were.
According to Town of Clinton tradition, Sodom Four Corners was also known as
Hell’s Kitchen in the pre-Civil War days. These names were bestowed, so the old story runs,
The Levy Jackson Robbins House, in Sodom Four Corners because whiskey was then sold on three of the four corners. Heavy license fees were imposed
showing part of their large family of eight children.
on those who sold liquor in the 1860s to help finance the war. The license fees drove the
Eldest son Charles graduated from Yale in 1890.
whiskey seller on the corner out of business eventually. The corner was cleaned up, but it’s
still Sodom Four Corners and the Sodom Road. ƒ (Reprinted from the Poughkeepsie Journal, c.1955)
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Announcements ...

County Historical Societies Collaborate

Annual Business Meeting
and Pot Luck Supper

by Craig Marshall

T

he appointment of Will Tatum as the new Dutchess
County Historian fills an office that has been
vacant for many years. According to County
Executive Marc Molinaro, Will’s charge is to improve the
identification, care, and access of county historical records,
and to act in a leadership role to help all local historical
societies strengthen their programs and organization. The
great need for the latter was clearly demonstrated earlier
this month when Will kicked off the first of his planned
Will Tatum
quarterly meetings of Dutchess County historians and
representatives of historical societies. Over 50 people attended the forum at
Locust Grove to hear Will’s plans, get an update on county programs, and
share success stories and challenges.
“300 Years of D.C. Democracy” is a major event planned for this year
by Dutchess County Tourism and the county historian and will include a
traveling exhibit celebrating this topic. Also, one of the first tools Will has
established is a contact list of 45 local historical societies and town historians
to promote this collaborative effort.
Our Clinton Historical Society was well represented and plans to take an
active role in these collaborations and mutual support efforts. Recognizing
the universal challenge of all societies to find good program speakers, Vice
President Craig Marshall volunteered to lead an effort to establish an online
registry of speakers that would be available to everyone. Also, CHS will
volunteer to be a host site for the traveling “Democracy” exhibit and will
offer its 1777 Creek Meeting House to host future quarterly county historian’s
meetings. Further, CHS has offered last summer’s exhibit of mounted vintage
Dutchess County postcard images to be loaned to other town societies for
exhibiting in their locale. The Dutchess County Historical Society is very
interested in doing this at its Clinton House landmark or another city venue.
If this sharing succeeds, CHS may be able to make other exhibits available—
such as the “Hudson River Steamboats” and “Dutchess County Railroads”
exhibits—from our extensive archive.
All societies focused on historic preservation face the same challenges of
membership, finances, programs, and long-term viability. For example, it
was noted that one group owning a valuable county exhibit and archive has
only a handful of aging members. Will’s effort to have improved and effective
collaboration among all historical groups may prove to be the key to success
for everyone. ƒ
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Board of Trustees

is a not-for-profit organization established to
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in the Town of Clinton and Dutchess County.
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Friday, April 5 at 6:30 p.m.
Creek Meeting House

Please bring your favorite dish to share at
this very popular event. Beverages and
desserts will be provided.
For more information call 266-3066.

ƒ
Dues are due for 2013
Your address label on this newsletter
shows the most recent year of
paid dues. Your membership is
important to fund our education and
preservation programs.

A nnual dues:
Individual – $15
Family – $25
Friend – $50
Patron – $100
Benefactor – $250
Visionary – $500
Please make your check payable
to the Clinton Historical society
and send to PO Box 122,
Clinton Corners, NY 12514.
We encourage members to use their
company’s matching grants program
to increase their donation.
Thank you for your ongoing support!

ƒ

Annual tag sale
Memorial Day Weekend

Sat. & Sun., May 25 & 26

After spring cleaning, please remember us for
your unwanted items of value – but
no stuffed furniture or clothing, thank you!

Pick-up is available anytime.
Call Mary Jo Nickerson at 266-3066.

Dick Coller
Norene Coller
Judith Grabowski*
John Lacey
Jim Pellegrino

Glenda Schwarze (advisor)
Annie Scibienski
Joseph “Trip” Sinnott*
Lisa Thomas
*Newsletter Team
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Clinton Historical Society Meetings and Events
PROGRAM MEETINGS: Fridays, 7:30 pm
April 5 (6:30 p.m.) Annual Business & Pot Luck
May 3
June 7
October 4
November 1
December 6 (6:30 p.m.) Holiday Pot Luck

ANNUAL EVENTS
Saturday & Sunday, May 25 & 26............ Tag Sale
Saturdays & Sundays in July........Summer Exhibit
Saturday, August 31......................... Heritage Day
Saturday, October 26...............Progressive Dinner
Saturday, December 7.............. Holiday Craft Sale

1777 CREEK MEETING HOUSE | 2433 SALT POINT TURNPIKE | CLINTON CORNERS, NY
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