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Clinton has a remarkable number of surviving historic buildings, among them historic barns that document 
changing agricultural practices and architectural styles over the course of nearly three centuries. The rich 
diversity of Clinton’s agricultural heritage is represented in the farmstead complex of the Cookingham-
Adriance farm located at 148 North Creek Road. Structures include a Dutch barn from the late 18th 
century (center rear left) with an attached cowshed, an English barn of the early 19th century (attached), 
and a late 19th century barn (front right) with shed. A 20th century equipment shed is visible at the rear 
and a small shed can be seen at the lower right.

Cookingham-Adriance Farm, 148 No. Creek Road. 
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Bill Boxer, 2003
A closer look at the English barn with shed, Dutch barn and cowshed.

Judith Grabowski, 2016

A FARM PICTURE
Through the ample open door of the peaceful country barn,
A sunlit pasture field with cattle and horses feeding,
And haze and vista, and the far horizon fading away.
    —Walt Whitman



Dutch Barns

62 Creek Road, Dutch barn c. 1773, enlarged and 
raised on basement c. 1850. 

This barn in the LeRoy Mills complex (now Frost 
Mills) exhibits the basic form of an 18th century Dutch 
barn. Dutch barns were built between about 1640 and 
1840 in areas of New York and New Jersey settled 
by immigrants from the Netherlands. They were 
designed for protecting, storing, and threshing wheat, 
the predominant 18th century crop of the regions 
surrounding New York City—particularly the Hudson 
Valley.

Dutch barns were essentially square, while English 
barns were rectangular. The Dutch barn roof was 
supported by a central core structure in a classic “H” 
shape of massive anchor beams and anchor posts. 
Entry was from the gable end and Dutch barns ranged 
from 35 to 50 feet long with steeply sloped roofs. In the 
earliest form, the roof extended almost to the ground. 
Dutch barns were nearly ground level, supported by 
large wooden sill plates set on stone plinths.

AB  Anchor Beam
PP  Purlin Plate
ABB  Anchor Beam Brace
ABP Anchor Beam Post
WP Wall Plate
TFP Threshing Floor Planking
AF Aisle Floor
SB Sway Braces
LTS  Lower Transverse Struts
WP Wall Post
R Rafters
AAS Animal Aisle Struts

A pair of  interior “bents.”
Three or four bents joined together 
make up a two- or three-bay Dutch 
barn. The anchor beams at the 
gable ends often do not have braces. 
The central core “H-frame (the 
anchor beams, anchor beam posts, 
and purlin plate) supports the roof. 
The outer walls are non-supporting 
“curtain walls.” Sections outside 
the H-frame are called aisles. It is 
this core structure, flanked by aisles, 
that distinguishes the Dutch barn 
from all others.

              Illustration from Gabler, Ann Gourlay and          
      Gabler, Mirko “About Barns,” Hudson Valley     
Regional Review 18 (2001), p. 55. 
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Illustration from Vincent J. Schaefer, Dutch Barns of New York 
(Fleischmanns, NY: Purple Mountain Press, 1994), p. 17.

Judith Grabowski, 2016



The barn at 62 Creek 
Road is very similar to 
the mid-18th century 
restored Dutch barn 
at Phillipsburg Manor, 
North Tarrytown, NY, 
shown here. Grain was 
threshed in the large 
central section, which 
had doors at both 
ends—often one Dutch 
or half door—that were opened to the wind during 
threshing (a wintertime activity). When the harvested 
wheat was tossed in the air, the lighter chaff blew 
outdoors while the heavier seed fell to the winnowing 
basket (and the floor) where it was collected for milling. 
The ample second-story loft was used for storage of 
harvested grain. There were no windows, but small 
decorative openings in the upper gables allowed for 
ventilation and entry by martins, swallows and other 
insect-eating birds. Small doors at the far corners of 
each gable end gave passage to the “animal aisles.” 
Cattle were often housed on one side and horses on the 
other. A “pentice,” or small roof over the central door, 
provided some protection from the weather. Doors 
were hinged, the earliest on wooden hinges and later 
with large, often decorative wrought iron hinges.

431 Schultz Hill Road, Dutch barn with later 
modifications, c. 1800.

This Dutch barn has been raised on a stone foundation 
and modified with the addition of a sliding barn door 
and windows. It still carries the distinctive Dutch barn 
profile, even with the addition of an extension to the 
right side. Behind is a later 19th century English-style 
barn. Painted barns were rare before the 20th century. 
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Image from Robin Langley Sommer, The 
Ultimate Book of Historic Barns (San Diego: 
Thunder Bay Press, 2000), p. 19.

Judith Grabowski, 2016



English Barns

59 Walnut Lane, early English barn, c. 1820. 

For two centuries after initial English settlement, New 
Englanders and ethnic English immigrants to the 
Hudson Valley built their barns to a standard “folk” 
design. These early barns, often referred to as “thirty by 
forty” or three-bay barns, featured a simple gable roof 
with a pair of large hinged doors on the eaves-side walls. 
Sometimes called Yankee barns, they were used to stable 
animals over the harsh winter, store food for the family 
and animals, and shelter activities such as threshing 
grain, repairing equipment, and other farm work. Like 
their Dutch barn counterpart, early English barns had 
opposing doors in the central bay, or drive floor, to 
facilitate the threshing of grain. This barn is painted the 
classic red, a pigment made from iron oxide, which was 
inexpensive, readily available, and long lasting.

Illustration from Gabler,Ann Gourlay and Gabler, Mirko  
“About Barns,” Hudson Valley Regional Review 18 (2001), p. 57. 

Inside English barns were divided into three sections: 
a wooden threshing (or thrashing) floor in the center; 
enclosed stables for dairy cows, horses, and other farm 
animals on one side; and a haymow or bay on the other 
side. During threshing the harvested crop was beaten 
with flails (large wooden forks) and then thrown in the 
air (winnowed) to be collected for later milling. When 
threshing was taking place, a board was placed across 
the barn doorway to keep threshed grain from blowing 
outdoors—the origin of the word “threshold.” Threshed 
grain was stored in a granary, either in the barn or in a 
nearby structure. Above the center floor is an upper loft 
for storing hay. Its floor was formed by loose boards or 
saplings laid between the beams to provide ventilation 
and was accessed by a ladder.
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Jill Fisher, 2013



19 Maple Lane, Gable-end English barn with 
extension, c. 1850.
Beginning in the 1820s, buildings oriented with gable 
ends to the front became popular for domestic and 
religious architecture and farmers began to adopt the 
style for their barns. With this orientation, the main 
barn doors moved from the eaves side to the gable 
end, a practical choice since the rain drained off the 
roof to the side, rather than in the dooryard. With the 
main drive floor running parallel to the roof ridge, 
these barns could easily accommodate the new horse-
drawn threshing machines that became popular after 
the 1830s, replacing hand threshing with the flail. No 
longer mounted on hinges, the main barn doors were 
hung on sliding metal tracks. The English-style barn 
shown here also has a large opening in the upper gable 
end so that hay could be transferred from a wagon with 
a horse-powered hayfork. 

11 Jameson Hill Road, English barn, 
late 19th century. 
The open-raked rafters of this barn, which is otherwise 
utterly plain in style, indicates that it was built in 
the second half of the 19th century. Yet it shows the 
persistence of traditional practices with its conservative 
“English barn” shape and size, hinged rather than 
sliding doors on the eaves side, and vertical board 
siding. Although it was once painted, the paint has 
long since returned it to an earlier appearance. Note 
the wood shingle roof visible under the standing seam 
metal roof that was probably put on in the early 20th 
century. Most barn roofs were wood shingle throughout 
the 18th and 19th centuries. The placement of the barn 
doors off-center was done to allow for a larger haymow 
on the left side. a
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Side-Hill or Bank & Basement Barns

260 Schoolhouse Road, Side-hill English 
(Basement or Bank) barn, c. 1830.

With the completion of the Erie Canal in 1825 and the 
growth of railroads in the mid-19th century, Hudson 
Valley farmers diversified with animal husbandry as 
wheat production moved farther west. Larger barns 
were needed and at first the English barn simply took 
on a basement, which doubled the usable space and 
allowed for the separation of functions. Early basement 
barns (also called English side-hill or bank barns) were 
often built near a hillside, giving natural access to the 
upper level for the storage of grain, hay, and equipment, 
while animals were housed in the lower level accessed 
by separate doors. This side-hill barn retains the form 
of the early English barn in its upper story.
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215 Browning Road, Side-hill or Basement barn, 
c. 1840.

Most barns were strictly utilitarian in style, but those in 
proximity to the farmhouse or in hamlets often reflected 
the latest architectural fashion in the 19th century. 
The boxed eaves, heavy cornice and fascia board, and 
decorated window trim mark this as Greek Revival in 
style. 

Jill Fisher, 2013 Jill Fisher, 2013
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203 Fiddlers Bridge Road, Dutch bank barn, c. 1775.

Lower levels of side-hill or bank barns were often stone and sometimes an older barn was moved to a new basement 
foundation. Manure, which was used for fertilizer and had to be kept from freezing, could be stored in a cellar 
beneath the barn, in a shed, or an enclosed room within the barn. Since early Dutch barns had no basements, this 
early Dutch barn was likely moved to its present hillside location, probably before 1850. It may be the Dutch barn 
noted in Building Clinton as located at 187 Fiddlers Bridge Road in 1800; it was not there on the 1858, 1867, or 1876 
Clinton maps. This barn is associated with the Cookingham-Schoch families. 

Judith Grabowski, 2016 Norene Coller, 2015



243-257 Schultzville Road, Side-hill carriage 
house, German Italianate styling, c. 1860. 

This barn is painted in nontraditional colors to blend 
with the house and outbuildings associated with it. 
Built as a side-hill or bank barn, it was probably used 
as a carriage barn with hay storage and possibly living 
quarters for farm workers. The open-raked eaves and 
heavy hooded window trim mark it as Italianate in style, 
while its broad proportions and circular decorative 
element in the gable are similar to the German Italianate 
buildings in Schultzville. 
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425 Mountain View Road, Basement barn, c. 1860. 

Large-scale dairying for the New York City market 
became the Hudson Valley’s major agricultural 
business in the late 19th century requiring even larger 
barns. Basement barns could be double or triple the size 
of the old single-level barns, averaging 60-100 feet in 
length. In basement barns it was not necessary to build 
against a hill. Exterior pulley systems allowed crops to 
be lifted into the hayloft from the ground-level. This 
barn on the Traver farm includes an attached cowshed. 
Both sections contained haylofts in the upper sections. 
The cupola ventilated the hayloft to reduce the risk 
of fire as the barns became increasingly airtight.  The 
basement barn was the most popular barn type built 
in New York from the mid-19th through the mid-
20th century, but the form changed dramatically over 
time. The original doors on the side of this barn have 
been replaced with smaller doors with windows. The 
cupola, raked overhanging eaves, and tall proportions 
are Gothic Revival stylistic elements. 

Jill Fisher, 2013

Judith Grabowski, 2016



Modern Barns, 1900 to Present

Concerns about sanitation transformed barns as 
people became increasingly aware of the role of 

bacteria and viruses in disease transmission. Ground-
level cow stables on easy-to-clean concrete slabs replaced 
the old basement barns with wooden floors. New 
government regulations prohibited storage of manure 
within the barn and required its removal at least daily. 
Mechanical trollies or gutters were used for manure 
removal. The barn roof also took on a new shape as the 
gambrel roof, with its dramatically increased capacity 
for hay storage, replaced the old gable roof. This barn 
at 1403 Centre Road is probably the last traditional barn 
in Clinton. By the 1920s the rainbow or arched roof, 
which was built of prefabricated trusses, introduced 
standardization to barn forms.

1403 Centre Road, Ground-level stable barn, c. 1900.

220 Browning Road, Rainbow or 
arched roof barn, c. 1920.

564 Schultzville Road, 
Gambrel roof, three-car, 
garage/barn, c. 1963.
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The gambrel roof barn became so ubiquitous that it 
became the model for modern prefabricated barns, 
sheds, and “barn” garages.
 After World War II, the pole barn, which could be 
built of wood or metal became common. In the 1970s 
the freestall barn, a low-slung pole barn with removable 
sidewalls, eliminated the interior stanchions or stalls, 
allowing cattle freedom of movement and ample light 
and air. These became popular on large dairy farms 
elsewhere in New York and nationwide. By the 1970s large 
blue Harvestore 
silos constructed of  
fiberglass bonded 
to sheets of metal 
became a popular 
alternative to older 
concrete silos. a 367 Hollow Road, metal pole barn 

for cattle with Harvestore silo.

Jill Fisher, 2013

Judith Grabowski, 2016

Judith Grabowski, 2016

Judith Grabowski, 2016



Farmsteads

754 Fiddlers Bridge Road, c. 1825.

The circa 1825 farmhouse associated with this barn 
complex on the Drum farm demonstrates changing 
farm practices and the continuing need for specialized 
structures. The main barn is an early English-style 
barn with eaves-side doors fitted with sliding tracks. 
Prominent on the left side is the hood that protects the 
pulley mechanism used to load hay into the loft. The silo 
is a concrete stave silo, c. 1950. The long low structure at 
left may have housed chickens, but it is rather far from 
the main house for easy collection of eggs. Perhaps it 
was a hog house or piggery.

689 Schultzville Road, c. 1790.

Meadowland Farm dates to 
circa 1790. Like most farms in Clinton, its principal 
business was dairy farming until 1997 when the present 
owners introduced diversified agriculture—lamb, 
a large variety of fruits and vegetables, pork, eggs, 
and cut-your-own Christmas trees. The barn complex 
displays a variety of architectural styles including a 
small barn with distinctive “wave” decorated eaves 
in the Carpenter Gothic style, which dates from about 
1840–1880. The main barn, which was relocated from 
another site, has a wooden ventilator in the Gothic 
Revival Style. In the 20th century, prefabricated metal 
ventilators replaced the wooden ventilators. 
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Jill Fisher, 2013
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743 Fiddlers Bridge Road, Gable-front English 
barn, c. 1850 (left) with late 19th century style 
barn (right).

Mid-19th century English barn with a later Gothic 
Revival barn. The English style barn has a gable-end 
door and hood to protect the hayloft pulley system. The 
Gothic Revival elements show in the large overhanging 
eaves with raked soffits, higher, narrower proportions, 
and a steeply sloped roof.

187 Fiddlers Bridge Road, basement barn with 
wooden stave silo. 

This barn has been recently re-sided, but in its 
unreconstructed form it is an interesting example of 
an unpainted basement barn with a wooden stave 
silo. Grain was brought into this barn on the upper 
level, while animal stables and manure cellar were 
below. Early wooden silos were built like huge barrels 
with interlocking wooden staves held together by 
steel bands. This is a later version with horizontal 
interlocking staves. The holes for the steel bands can be 
seen here. The average life of a wooden silo was only 
5–10 years, leading farmers to use other materials—
fieldstone, brick, clay tiles, and galvanized metal. 
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246 Clinton Corners Road, c. 1850 barn with attached silo, c. 1910.

In this substantial barn complex, the main barn has classical revival cornice returns at the corners of the gable 
ends. The silo reflects one stage in the quest for a system of storing sileage, the moist, fermented fodder often made 
from corn harvested and processed with the stalk, cob, and husk. The earliest silos were pits located within the 
barn itself, lined with stone and loaded easily from above—but accessing it from a door on a lower level was often 
dangerous due to a build-up of toxic gasses. Beginning in the 1880s rectangular tower silos exterior to the barn 
began to be used, but sileage tended to build up in the corners. Round silos became the standard in the 1890s and 
concrete revolutionized silo making in the early 20th century. Silos could be built out of concrete poured in place, or 
curved concrete block, or composed of precast vertical concrete staves held in place by metal hoops similar to those 
used on wooden stave silos. This early 20th century concrete silo is made of poured concrete topped by a wooden 
ventilator. a
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Jill Fisher, 2012



In the Hamlets
By the mid-19th century, Clinton’s hamlets had become small commercial centers with flour mills, 
sawmills, general stores, blacksmith shops, wagon-making shops, and other small industries.

Clinton Corners, 2397 Salt Point Turnpike, 
Gothic Revival carriage house, c. 1850. 

Beginning in 1870 the railroad had a depot in Clinton 
Corners, providing easy access for farmers to get 
their produce to market—and opening up the area to 
tourists who stayed in boarding houses in the hamlet. 
This classic Gothic Revival carriage house, with its high 
peaked central gable, was probably associated with a 
boarding house run by Anna and Mary Vail.  

Frost Mills, 27 Hollow Road, general store 
complex, house with expanded barn.

The original mill in Frost Mills was a gristmill built 
by John DeWitt about 1774. By 1850 Stephen LeRoy 
and in 1860 Abram LeRoy were the millers here, also 
operating a general store, post office, and feed and 
grain market. In LeRoy’s Mills, as it was known in the 
mid-19th century, the store was located in the first floor 
of the center section, with an attached residence (seen 
at the center rear) and an attached barn—in this case 
an elongated English barn with several additions—
for warehousing, stables, and wagons. An early barn 
associated with the mill is seen at the far rear. 
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Clinton Hollow, 835 Hollow Road, 
Greek Revival style carriage house with shed, 
c. 1850.

The gable front design was very popular for small 
barns used for domestic, rather than farming, purposes. 
Carriage barns, located close to the farmhouse or in 
the hamlets, often reflected prevailing fashion. Greek 
Revival elements on this carriage barn include the 
heavy window trim, boxed eaves, wide fascia board 
at the roofline, and pilasters at the corners resembling 
columns.

Schultzville 
1 Nine Partners Road, 
shop building, c. 1850.
In the 1850 industrial census, Schultzville had a blacksmith 
shop and a coachmaker, either of whom might have occupied 
this building. By 1860 it was a wagon maker’s shop. 
Schultzville also had a general store with post office (the 
present store is a 20th century reconstruction following a fire), a 
gristmill, shoemaker, and harness maker. Note the open-
raked and bracketed cornice and the octagonal window in the 
gable. The lettering indicating this was an automobile garage 
dates from the early 20th century. 
 The top photo shows the ramp to the upper level. The 
large eave brackets and patterned slate roof mark this as 
unusually fashionable for an industrial building. The design 
of this shop building, which Neil Larson in Building Clinton 
has called the German Italianate style, matches that of the 
nearby Masonic Lodge and First Christian Church (now 
Clinton Alliance Church), as well as the Daniel H. Schultz 
mansion—all structures built by the Schultz family in the 
mid-19th century.
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Inside a Barn

This circa 1840s barn on Fiddlers Bridge Road has hand-hewn post and beams with mortise and tenon 
construction and trunnels (wooden pegs). 
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Photos by Judith Grabowski, 2016



Outbuildings
No farm was complete without outbuildings to accommodate the various activities of the farm—cowsheds, chicken 
coops, hog houses, corn cribs, equipment sheds, sugar houses, milk houses, smoke houses, spring houses, outhouses, 
well houses, and the list goes on—not including the icehouses, stables, and carriage houses that could be found at 
more prosperous dwellings in the hamlets. A sampling of Clinton’s many diverse outbuildings is shown here.

243-257 Schultzville Road, 
icehouse refitted as storage shed. 

157 Kansas Road, root cellar.

1261 
Hollow 
Road,
outbuilding.

356 Browning Road, woodshed. 

485 Fiddlers Bridge Road, 
outbuilding.

287 
Hollow 

Road, 
well 

house.
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Outbuilding photos by 
Jill Fisher, 2013, unless 
otherwise noted.
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Home to Thanksgiving 
by Nathaniel Currier and James Merritt Ives, 

hand-colored lithograph, New York, 1867. 

Courtesy of Michele and Donald D’Amour Museum of Fine Arts, Springfield, 
Massachusetts. Gift of Lenore B. and Sidney A. Alpert, supplemented with Museum 

Acquisition Funds. Photography by David Stansbury.

The Legacy of Barns

As fewer and fewer Americans farmed the
land, Americans looked back nostalgically 

on rural life as emblematic of home, family, and 
American values. And as this image shows, barns 
were central to this shared memory. In the late 19th 
century, the New York lithographers Currier & 
Ives produced thousands of inexpensive prints of 
domestic scenes—the majority of them with rural 
settings—to be framed and hung in the parlors 
of city dwellers. In this view a man from the city 
returns home for Thanksgiving to a tidy and 
prosperous farmstead. Note the classic English 
barn in the center and the typical story-and-a-half 
farmhouse—the most common type in the town of 
Clinton. $


