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Preserving Clinton’s Heritage 

 

 

Clinton Schooling in the 1950’s 

From Chores to Work 

I believe there are friendly ghosts who 
come and go at Toad Hall, who check on 
how we are caring for the house and the 
old general store in which they lived out 
their lives. John LeRoy, a successful mer-
chant, built the rambling house in Frost 
Mills in 1820. In 1837 he contributed 
funds to build the Pleasant Plains Presby-
terian Church where he served as an 
Elder. Both places are very dear to me and 
they must have been to the LeRoys as 
well. 
Only three families owned the property 
over the century and a half before the 
Mark family moved in. We purchased the 
property from Sadie Battenfeld in 1967 
and named it “Toad Hall” after the house 
in our favorite children’s book, Wind in 
the Willows. 
 
Sadie’s husband, Frank, had died in the 
house a year before.  We were told he was 
meticulous in caring for the house and 
store all through his life there – and we 
came to understand that he continued to 
be after his death. 
 

(Continued on page 2) 

Growing up in a rural town like Clinton 
in the 1950's and 60's, we were not ex-
posed to many different career opportu-
nities that someone from a more ur-
ban area would be. Our knowledge of 
careers came from our parents’ work 
and the work of parents of our friends. 
However, one thing we all developed 
was a strong work ethic. I believe this 
was part of the culture at the time…if 
you were to be considered a worthy citi-
zen you had to work. This was instilled 
in us at a young age by having chores to 
do. Depending on the individual family, 
the chores would differ. In my family 
we had wood to split and carry in, ashes 
to be removed, chickens to feed, eggs to 
be collected, garden to be spaded by 
hand, garden to be weeded, lawn to be 
mowed by hand (no gasoline powered 
mower), driveway and paths to be shov-
eled in the winter and other things that 
came up during the day as a situation 
may dictate. These chores were like 
training for us for when we decided to 
enter the work world. I will attempt 
to illustrate the type of work available 
during that time from a male perspec-
tive. I know that the girls and young 
women worked during this time in the 
house and away from the house. Some 
of the work was the same as that for 
boys and young men and some was 
much different and I really can’t speak 
to that since I have no first hand knowl-
edge. 
 
Since we were an agricultural commu-
nity, most of the work available was on 

a farm. There were other jobs available. 
For example, the local general store 
hired someone to stock shelves a couple 
of afternoons a week. One of my friends 
who did this ended up being the manager 
of the Grand Union in Pleasant Valley, 
so skills learned in the general store 
served him well. Before I began working 
on a farm, I cut grass, $1 for a lawn; 
weeded asparagus, 25 cents per hour and 
shoveled a lot of snow. I don't think my 
experiences were any different than 
other boys/young men at that time, I 
probably started younger than most but 
the experiences were alike. I started 
mowing lawns, weeding gardens and 
shoveling snow when I was 8. My father 
worked a second job on a local farm 
nights and weekends and I started help-
ing him and receiving pay from the farm 
owner at age 9. Since I was young I was 
not allowed to drive a tractor so most of 
the work involved the "grunt 
work" which I really enjoyed. At the age 
of 11 I struck out on my own and got a 
job on another farm for $5 a day and the 
"noon meal". To appreciate what this 
meant to a young man gives you an un-
derstanding of the culture. If you worked 
and earned money you were raised a 
level in the eyes of your peers and if you 
were a hard worker and adults noticed, 
you were raised to a higher 
level. Today it would be like a 7th grader 
making and starting on the high school 
varsity basketball team. On this new job 
I was not allowed to drive a tractor ei-
ther, but I could drive a team of horses. I 

(Continued on page 2) 

by Jeff Burns 

Special Issue 

This issue is being mailed to all Clinton 
residents in a collaborative effort by the 
Clinton Business Association, the Nine 
Partners Lions Club, and the Clinton His-
torical Society. It is our collective goal to 
inform you of our organizations’ purpose 
and activities, and invite you to join us. 
Contact information for membership in 
each group is included in this newsletter 
and the enclosed brochures. Our volun-
teers provide services to make for a richer 
Clinton community experience. Please 
take a moment to peruse our publications. 
Thank you. 

Ghosts at Toad Hall 
By Fran Mark 
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was taught how to handle a team (an old 
team) and put on a cultivator to cultivate 
corn for about 6 hours a day. I also 
helped clean the barn, feed the cows, 
calves, chickens and the pigs. As we 
progressed through the year I worked in 
all the seasonal work: cutting and thrash-
ing of oats, haying, and the harvesting of 
corn. In the first few years of working on 
this farm, most of the work was done 
using techniques that were about 25 
years behind the times, which meant a 
great deal of hand work. I continued to 
work on the farm through high school 
and college and for 10 years after I fin-
ished college. During that time the farm 
operation was modernized and milk pro-
duction increased. However, the first few 
years are the ones I remember most 
fondly when things were simpler and the 
work was harder.     
 
(This is another chapter about life in 

Clinton years ago, by Jeff who was born 

and raised in town.) 

Chores to Work (Continued from page 1) 

Another incident, which stays with me, 
occurred on a dark night when my 
youngest daughter, Charlotte, was only 
a year old.  I arrived home in the eve-
ning to a dark, empty house.  No cars in 
the driveway and no lights anywhere.  I 
hurried inside to change the baby and 
rushed upstairs to the bedroom (which 
has a small bathroom adjoining it.)  As 
I entered the bedroom there was a light 
clearly shining from under the bath-
room’s closed door.  With my back to 
the door, I laid the baby on the bed and 
shouted with annoyance, “Whichever 
one of you got home first should have 
had the thoughtfulness to turn on some 
lights!”  I heard the bathroom door 
creak slowly open and, turning to see 
which one of my children I’d be yelling 
at, saw the room was dark – there was 
no one there – and no one in the house. 
 
I don’t know what exactly the signifi-
cance of that visit was – but if it was to 
let me know without a doubt there was 
a ghost in residence, it was a successful 
visit indeed.  I don’t know if it was 
Frank in the bathroom that night, but he 
did seem to favor them.  My husband 
and two houseguests, on different occa-
sions, heard voices in the downstairs 
bathroom and then there were, of 
course those faucets going on and off. 
 
A friend and houseguest of my daugh-
ter Carol, coming in late one night, 
went to the kitchen for a snack (the 
bathroom is right off the kitchen).  
Turning on the light in the kitchen and 
heading for the refrigerator, she ob-
served the light in the bathroom was off 
– and then it was suddenly on.  She told 
us the next day she ran upstairs to my 
daughter’s room and jumped under the 
covers.  She may have evaded the pres-
ence by running to the bedroom but my 

daughter, Carol, awoke in that room one 
night and saw a figure standing at the 
foot of her bed.  Thinking it was one of 
her brothers, she said, “Oh, stop kidding 
around and go to bed!”  The figure van-
ished instantly – and then it was Carol’s 
turn to hide under the covers.  Carol’s 
room had been Sadie’s when she was a 
girl – but whether the ghost was male or 
female we never did get out of her. 
 
The most recent visual appearance of a 
ghost was in 1988 when one of my sons 
was painting the back of the house and 
sensed someone standing below him 
watching as he stood high on the ladder 
completing a bright yellow clapboard.  
When Josh looked directly down he saw 
what seemed to be a young, sandy haired 
man smiling up with pleasure at the 
newly painted portion of the house.  The 
apparition then faded away. 
 
I’m not sure what all these spirits are 
doing with their time at Toad Hall when 
they’re not flipping light switches, warn-
ing us of possible dangers, and other ac-
tivities or if they’re supposed to be off 
somewhere else – but they seem to like it 
here well enough – as we do. 
 
A few lines to reflect upon from Thorton 
Wilder’s “Our Town”, Act 3 “There’s 
something way down deep that’s eternal 
about every human being…..And they 
stay here while the earth part of ‘em 
burns away, burns out; and all that time 
they slowly get indifferent to what’s 
goin’ on in Grover’s Corners.  They’re 
waitin’ for something that they feel is 
comin’.  Something important, and great.  
Aren’t they waitin’ for the eternal part in 
them to come out clear?” 
(Fran Mark was a local resident of Clin-

ton until her death in 2002. Her son still 

resides at Toad Hall with his family.) 

There was nothing scary or spooky about 
Frank’s activities.  There were many 
friendly signs and signals that some in-
visible – but benevolent – presence was 
about:  water faucets turning on and off, 
lights going on and off, voices speaking 
in an empty room.  One particular inci-
dent, however, stands out:  We were 
once leaving for a week’s vacation at 
Christmastime and were just about to go 
out the door.  We had checked all the 
lights, the furnace in the basement, the 
stove, doors and windows.  Just as we 
were leaving, my husband noticed that 
the small red light near the basement 
door – which always shone when some-
one had left the light on down there – 
was glowing brightly.  “I know I shut 
that light off when I checked the furnace, 
but I better take a look down there” mut-
tered Ralph – and he went down the 
stairs.  He found that a water pipe had 
suddenly sprung a leak just since he’d 
checked on the furnace.  Had it not been 
for Frank turning the light on, we would 
have returned home a week later to a real 
disaster. 
 

Ghosts (Continued from page 1) 

Frost Mills store and post office ca.1907 (Toad Hall) 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Spring Yard Sale : May 16 & 17, 
9AM-4PM. Our yard sales have be-
come a significant source of funds for 
us. Please consider us for your un-
wanted items of value. Pick-up is avail-
able and we can store items now if need 
be. Call Mary Jo Nickerson at 266-
3066.    
 
Dues are due for 2009. Annual dues 
are $15 Individual, $25 Family. Please 
make checks payable to Clinton His-
torical Society and send to P.O. Box 
122, Clinton Corners, N.Y. 12514. 
Your membership and dues help fund 
our education and preservation pro-
grams. Thank you for your on-going 
support!!   
 
Rest rooms updated -  Thanks, IBM!   
Our society has once again received a 
generous grant from IBM, this to pro-
vide us with three new commodes to 
replace the problem ones that were also 
not water saver types . Thanks also go 
to our Grants Chair Lisa Lacey who 
submitted the request on behalf of 
Craig Marshall, IBM retiree. 
 
New Officers:  We thank Jeff Burns for 
serving a full term of 3 years as Presi-
dent of the Society. Jeff has dedicated 
significant time to improving our or-
ganization with new volunteers and was 
a driver in initiating the annual Clinton 
Heritage Day. We appreciate that he 
will continue on the Board as Past 
President. And we welcome Helen 
Ashton and Joseph (Trip) Sinnott as 
new members of the Board. Elected as 
officers and trustees (* re-elected) at the 
well-attended Annual Meeting and 
Covered Dish event on April 3 were: 
 
     President: Mary Jo Nickerson 
     V. President: Craig Marshall * 
     Treasurer: Eliot Werner * 
     Secretary: Cathy McMahon * 
     Trustee: John Lacey * 
                   Helen Ashton 
                   Tripp Sinnott 
 

Betty Davis Awarded 

Betty Davis has been conducting pony rides 

for over 30 years at Clinton’s Community 

Day and Heritage Day, here shown with 8 yr 

old Madeline Lacey of Clinton Corners. 

At the Annual Meeting held April 3, long-
time resident and member Betty Davis 
received the Emil Schoch Conservation 
and Preservation Award for her dedicated 
activities to protect her home and land for 
future generations. She has preserved her 
historic home and outbuildings as one of 
the outstanding properties in town, and 
has put over 100 acres in a conservation 
easement to keep the land in its rural natu-
ral state. This is the fourth Emil Schoch 
award and is co-sponsored by the Conser-
vation Advisory Council (CAC) and the 
Clinton Historical Society. We are seeking 
candidates for future awards, and inter-
ested persons may call Norene Coller at 
889-4016 for more information. 

A major exhibit by the Society celebrat-
ing NYS’s Quadricentennial will open at 
the Creek Meeting House Exhibit Cen-
ter. Beginning with Robert Fulton’s 
“Clermont” in 1807, the rise, Golden 
Age, and decline of the great river pas-
senger and freight steamers will be ex-
hibited with vintage images of the grand 
exteriors and palace-like interiors, as 
well as the turn-of-the-century amuse-
ment parks that attracted thousands of 
steamboat passengers. Specially featured 
are SIX intricate steamboat models, as 
long as 6 feet in length, from private and 
public rarely seen collections. Models of 
the “walking beam” steamboat engines 
will also be on display, and a special 
event in planned in August to demon-
strate these models including a “live 
steam” marine engine powering a 12’ 
boat with paddlewheels (land demonstra-
tion). A special auxiliary exhibit “1909 
Hudson-Fulton Celebration” will cele-
brate the centennial of this important 
NYS event, and will show rare images 
and artifacts from private collections. 
Our exhibit will also be a featured area 
event for the major Dut. Co. Quadricen-
tennial Celebration weekend Oct. 2-4 
when the Walkway Over the Hudson 
(Poughkeepsie RR Bridge) will be offi-
cially opened. 
Note:  We are seeking exhibit sitters to 

monitor for 4 hrs. - - please call all Jim 

Pelligrino at 266-4807. Thanks!! 

Summer Exhibit 
 

“Steamboats of the Hudson River” 

“1909 Hudson-Fulton Celebration” 
 

July 4-September 6 

Weekends Noon-4 pm 

Berkshire”, the largest Hudson River steamboat at 422 feet 
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NEXT MEETING  

Friday June 5, 7:30 p.m. 
 

American Indians in 

Dutchess County 

June Program Meeting     
American Indians in Dutchess 

Friday, June 5 at 7:30 p.m.   
Creek Meeting House 

The Mohicans and Wappinger Ameri-
can Indians made Dutchess County 
their home before European exploration 
and settlement. It is difficult to recon-
struct the history of the American Indi-
ans because their oral history was lost 
as European disease, superior weapons, 
and aggressive hunting and land use 
practices took a terrible toll on the na-
tive peoples. Steve Hopkins will ex-
plain how many of the gaps in our un-
derstanding of Indian history are being 
filled in, with some information coming 
from the archives of the FD Roosevelt 
Library. The American Indian agricul-
ture and forestry practices provided a 
peaceful existence with a healthy diet 
for their people for thousands of years. 
Along the Hudson River, archeological 
sites which are being explored are re-
vealing a great deal of information 
about Indian society.  
(Steve Hopkins is editor and publisher 

of the Hudson Valley Chronic in Pleas-

ant Valley.) 

The fourth annual Clinton Heritage Day 
sponsored by the Society will be held at 
the Creek Meeting House with old tyme 
craft demonstrations, contests, pony and 
hay wagon rides, music, children’s 
games, food, and more. This free event is 
proving to be very popular with increas-
ing attendance each year.   Ice cream, 
stone soup, costumes, farm equipment, 
and animals add to the fun. The special 
Quadricentennial exhibits “Steamboats 
of the Hudson” and “1909 Hudson-
Fulton Celebration” will also be open. 
Mark your calendar! Call Helen Ashton 
at 266-4389 for more information. 

5 yr old Nico 

W i t t e n b u r g 

tries “stilts” 

at the chil-

dren’s games 

at last year’s 

Heritage Day. 

Clinton Heritage Day 
Saturday, September 5, 11 am-4 pm 

Join  

Clinton  

Historical  

Society 

We welcome your membership and your 
support for our educational programs 
and social events that benefit our Town 
of Clinton and its neighbors with its mis-
sion “Preserving Clinton’s Heritage.”  
Our activities include historical exhibits, 
preservation of two landmark National 
Register buildings (1777 & 1865), re-
pository of an extensive archive, music 
presentations, and our popular Progres-
sive Dinner, Valentines Dinner, and cov-
ered dish annual events. Membership 
and donations (tax deductible) are a great 
way to support your Society, which re-
ceives no funding through taxes. Annual 
dues are $15 Individual and $25 Family. 
Please send your check payable to: Clin-
ton Historical Society, Box 122, Clinton 
Corners, N.Y.  12514. For information, 
call Mary Jo Nickerson at 266-3066. 
Thank you and WELCOME!  

Mark Your Calendar 
 

May 16,17  
Yard Sale  (9-4) 

 

Fri. June 5 
Program:“American Indians In Dut. Co.” 

 

Weekends July/Aug 
Summer Exhibit:  

“Steamboats of the Hudson River”   
 

Sat. Sept. 5 
Clinton Heritage Day 

 

Fri. Sept. 11 
Program Meeting - TBD – 7:30 

 

Fri. Oct. 2 
Program Meeting – TBD – 7:30 

Sat., Oct., 24 

Progressive Dinner 


