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Preserving Clinton’s Heritage 

 

Murder! - Robbery! - Ghosts! Such is the 

stuff that makes for great legends, in this 

case, our most famous ghost legend of 

Clinton. The road connecting Pleasant 

Plains and Schultzville is named Fiddlers 

Bridge commemorating a tale that began 

in 1808. It was September 7 when an old 

local resident who used to play his fiddle 

at dances and festivals was found dead on 

a bridge on this narrow, winding road. 

Allegedly, he had been robbed and mur-

dered on his way home after playing for a 

dance, and the bridge was later named 

Fiddlers Bridge. According to tradition, 

the fiddler's ghost can be heard playing the 

fiddle on certain moonlit evenings be-

tween 10 and midnight at the site, which 

no longer contains a bridge.  

Long-time Society member Viola Schoch 

who lives on Fiddlers Bridge Road recalls 

an event that occurred 100 years later. She 

recounts:  

"It seems that the town supervisor back in 

1908 was my Grandma Cookingham's 

brother Charlie Carpenter. Grandma lived 

here on the hill with her husband John 

Calvin and their four sons. Uncle Charlie 

Carpenter lived in Frost Mills and earned 

his living as an auctioneer. There were 

boarding houses in Frost Mills and Pleas-

ant Plains, and Uncle Charlie enjoyed 

sharing the fiddler story with those sum-

mer guests from the Big City. They said 

his story was just plain foolishness.  

Well, Uncle Charlie would show them. A 

couple of nights later, September 7, 1908, 

exactly 100 years after the fiddler's death, 

he swung into action. He gathered up 

(Continued on page 2) 

 

Clinton Landmarks 

“HELP SAVE OUR LANDMARK !”   So reads a large sign in the Masonic Hall in 
Schultzville, which captures an important time and community activity in the history 
of this locally significant structure. This June the building received the distinction of 
being added to the National Register of Historic Places, which is the nation’s official 
list of properties worthy of preservation.  
 
 

(Continued on page 2) 

1865 Masonic Hall on National Register 

Masonic Hall during restoration 

Masonic Hall after restoration—2002 

By Craig Marshall 

The Ghost of  
Fiddlers Bridge 

By Craig Marshall & Viola Schoch 
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Built ca. 1865 in part by area residents 
who were members of Warren Masonic 
Lodge #32, the structure has been in 
continuous use for 142 years as the 
lodge temple for the Warren Masons 
who in the early 1950’s counted 147 
active members. However, as member-
ship decreased in recent times nation-
wide for many organizations such as the 
Grange, Moose, and Masons, the few 
remaining Warren Masons could not 
maintain the structure and in 1998 were 
considering offers from a fraternal or-
ganization in Hyde Park to buy the 
building. Recognizing that the town 
would lose one of its fine landmark 
buildings forever, the Clinton Historical 
Society with Warren Lodge support of-
fered to conduct meetings with local 
citizens to determine the level of interest 
and support to keep ownership of the 
building in town, and what benefits it 
might provide to the community with 
reutilization. The response showed great 
interest for volunteer and financial sup-
port which led the Warren Masons to 
donate the building and land to the Clin-
ton Historical Society in February 1999.   
The Society in turn committed to lead 
the restoration of the deteriorated build-
ing, maintain it, and seek uses for it that 
would benefit Clinton residents. In the 
past eight years, numerous social and 
cultural events have been held that also 
served as fundraisers. These have in-
cluded exhibits, the annual Valentines 
Dinner, and the long-running Open Mic 
Live Music sessions held monthly dur-
ing the spring/summer season for the 
past eight years. Over $35,000 has been 
raised over the past eight years to re-
store, maintain, and operate the building.   
As a further benefit, the Warren Masons 
were able to rebuild their organization, 
and per the deed agreement, still meet 
regularly in the Hall . In May, they cele-
brated 200 years of continuous operation 
(see story in future issue). 
 
Much volunteer time from many resi-
dents and Society members has resulted 
in a restored exterior and interior. This 
includes the restoration of the metal roof 
of the original structure, and replace-
ment of the asphalt shingle roof on the 
addition with a new long lasting stand-
ing seam metal roof that matches the 
restored metal roof. The original clap-

Masonic Hall  (Continued from page 1) board siding was scraped, power washed, 
primed, and top coated in time to combat 
the serious wood deterioration that was 
occurring. 
 
The Victorian structure has some unique 
architectural aspects, most notably the sec-
ond floor curved ceiling made of ornamen-
tal wainscot which was donated and in-
stalled by Warren mason Mandeville Bur-
ger and is original to the building. Mande-
ville also installed rich wainscot on the 
walls of the first floor, and painted a spe-
cial design on the ceiling. It was a pleasant 
robin’s egg blue with a large daisy-like 
design in yellow and white in the center 
and bands of cream, green, yellow and gray 
at the edges instead of molding. These first 
floor enhancements are no longer present, 
having been removed long before the major 
restoration in 1958.   At this time, the large 
addition was built to house the kitchen, a 
second furnace room, restrooms, and back 
room where the Lodge-sponsored Boy 
Scout Troop 101 met. Prior to this, an out-
door privy served as the rest room, and a 
small kitchen occupied the closet which is 
now the front furnace room.   Also outside 
was a woodshed which serviced the two 
woodstoves, one upstairs and one down-
stairs. With the two new oil furnaces, the 
woodshed became obsolete and ended a 93 
year tradition whereby Warren masons 
shared in donating firewood to heat the 
building. The outside doorway on the front 
to the south gave access to the old closet 
kitchen, and is now sealed from the inside, 
thus preserving the original front façade. 
Architectural highlights on the outside in-
clude a wooden lace on the porch which 
extends across the front, and the tops of the 
second-floor windows are arched with a 
keystone in the center of each arch. A hex-
agonal cupola is on top. The Masonic in-
signia in large circle still adorns the front 
façade. Just prior to the 1958 enlargement, 
the exterior paint was gray accentuated 
with darker gray and white. After 1958, it 
was painted the current white with green 
accent on the porch railings. 
 
Entering the second floor temple room, one 
cannot help but notice the huge full-size 
portrait of Theodore Augustus (Gus) 
Schultz hanging high against the far wall.   
Gus died in 1862 at the age of 26 from tu-
berculosis, and having just inherited part of 
his father’s estate four years earlier, was a 
man of means, and also was a Warren ma-

(Continued on page 4) 

those disbelievers with his hay wagon. 

Some of the Plains young men went along 

too. They were my father Harlow Cook-

ingham, age 23, and his brother Phil (Don 

Cookingham's father), age 19. I know that 

this is all true because my dad shared it 

many times with our summer house 

guests! When the lumber wagon ap-

proached the bridge, to the amazement of 

almost all, the fiddler began to fiddle with 

great gusto.  

Oh, my, those city folk would never again 

object to the authenticity of the story. 

They'd gladly name the bridge Fiddler's 

Bridge. And later the Town would name 

the road Fiddlers Bridge Road in honor of 

that old fiddler. That's my tale, folks. Oh, 

but I almost forgot one thing about that 

September night in 1908. Uncle Charlie 

and the boys had an absolutely marvelous 

evening!"  

(Ed. note: In 1992, Viola and Emil 

Schoch re-enacted the 1908 event by in-

viting several Society members to visit 

the site on their tractor-towed hay wagon 

in the evening. Yes, violin music was 

clearly heard, as played by Brenda 

Koepp, a senior at Rhinebeck H.S., wear-

ing a white sheet over her head.)  

Fiddlers Bridge (Continued from page 1) 

Fiddlers Bridge site marker, 0.5 mi. west of 

Schultz Hill Rd, north side.  
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 ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Program Meeting Topics: Dick Coller, 

Program Meeting Chair, is asking for 

suggestions for topics for our monthly 

program series. What interests you? 

Can you recommend speakers? Please 

call Dick at 889-4016.  

Bannerman Island Tour: We had a 
good turn-out for our November pro-
gram meeting on Bannerman Island 
history and site development. As a lot 
of interest was expressed in visiting the 
site, the Society is planning a tour via 
bus in the Spring. Stay tuned for details. 
And we'd like to know if there is mem-
ber interest in group visits to other his-
toric sites. Give Jeff a call at 266-8416.  
 

No January/February Program 

Meetings: Our next program meeting 

after December will be Friday March 

7. Topic to be announced.  

Boiler for Sale: A hot water boiler in 

very good condition with optional air 

conditioning unit was donated to our 

Tag Sale, as was an 80 gal. auxiliary 

hot water storage tank. Taking offers, 

call Craig at 266-8261.  

Thank you, Harry: Member Harry 

Henck and his wife Sally are moving to 

Tennessee after many years in Clinton. 

Harry served 20 years on the Planning 

Board, assisted in the Master Plan, and 

received a Community Service Award 

from our Society. He has been a dedi-

cated volunteer to our 1865 Masonic 

Hall project, and we sincerely thank 

him and wish them both a happy and 

long retirement in their new home.  

About 140 members and local residents 
attended our Annual Progressive Dinner 
the evening of October 20. It started 
with wine and cheese hosted at three 
private homes, continued to fifteen 
homes around the town hosting for the 
entree, and ended at the Society's 1777 
Creek Meeting House in Clinton Com-
ers for desert and coffee. The hall was 
decorated with outstanding quilts dis-
played on the walls, and the desserts 
were .... FABULOUS! Five tables with 
twenty-two varieties of homemade 
goodies, including rugelach with wal-
nuts, anise biscotti, mini-carrot cakes, 
blueberry tarts, apple hand pies, and 
chocolate walnut bites. Sincere thanks to 
our hosts and desserts chefs for their 
generous contribution to this great-fun 
social event, and one of our primary 
fund-raisers. And special thanks to 
Glenda Schwarze, event chair.  

President’s Column   
by Jeff Burns 

My Life in the Town of Clinton 
Part 1:  My Roots 

Both sides of my family have roots in our 
town. Since my mother's side is limited, I 
will talk about them first. My maternal 
grandmother grew up on the farm on 
Meadowbrook Lane, presently 130 East 
Meadowbrook, She attended church at St 
Joseph’s Church in Clinton Corners, 
where she received her first holy commun-
ion and was confirmed there. Her family 
moved from the town when she was in her 
late teens. She then married and she and 
her new husband lived in the Staatsburg 
area. My maternal great grandmother of 
my maternal grandfather lived on Quaker 
Lane in Clinton for a number of years and 
my mother spent her summers with her. 
 
My father's side of the family has been in 
the town for about a 140 years. My great 
grandfather Burns came from Ireland and 
settled in Dutchess County, eventually 
moving to the town with his young family. 
My grandfather Burns lived most of his 
life here. He was a successful farmer and 
had greenhouses where he raised violets. 
Rhinebeck and parts of Clinton were 
known for raising violets, a very popular 
flower at that time. A devastating ice 
storm destroyed most of his greenhouses 
and the family fell on hard times. To add 
to the misery was an epidemic of scarlet 
fever. He lost his family, wife, son and 
daughter to this terrible disease. He then 
left the area for a time and went to western 
Connecticut. In the following years he 
moved between Clinton and Connecticut. 
While in Clinton he met and married my 
grandmother. He took her back to Con-
necticut where my aunt was born. He then 
moved back to Clinton and moved into the 
home located at 64 Stonehouse Road 
where my father was born. The family was 
still struggling but managed to get together 
enough money to lease a larger farm and 
moved to 36 Nine Partners Rd. There my 
father attended school at the one room 
school house in Schultzville and his family 
attended Good Shepard Church in Rhine-
beck for special holidays. It was too far to 
travel for weekly services. As the children 
grew (there were now 4) the family pros-
pered and were able to purchase a farm 

located at 485 Fiddlers Bridge Rd. The 
children still attended the school in 
Schultzville. My grandfather was quite a 
few years older the my grandmother 
( this was his second family) and he was 
stricken with a serious stroke when his 
children were very young. He lived for a 
while after the stroke but passed away 
when the oldest child was in her middle 

(Continued on page 4) 

Progressive Dinner  
a Success 

Vince Sauter and Pat Mastri enjoy the 

Progressive Dinner 

One of 5 dessert tables with culinary treats 
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December Program 

Friday December 7 at 6:30 p.m. 
Creek Meeting House  

NEXT MEETING 

 REMINDER:  

Holiday Dinner & Auction, 
Friday Dec. 7 at 6:30 p.m.  

Clinton Historical Society 
President – Jeff Burns 
V. Pres. – Craig Marshall 
Secretary – Karen Buechele 
Treasurer – Eliot Werner 
Past Pres. – Clint Kershaw 

son. He bequeathed $2,000 and the land 
to build the Masonic Hall which was 
finished three years later. He also be-
queathed $3,000 and land to build the 
Christian Alliance Church just down the 
road near the Town Hall. 
 
The Masonic Hall Preservation Group, a 
sub-committee of the Clinton Historical 
Society, manages the planning, preser-
vation, maintenance, and fundraising for 
the project. The group is indebted to the 
many volunteers who have helped in the 
project, including the Nine Partners Li-
ons Club which has provided financial 
support to this community project.   Spe-
cial thanks to member Bill McDermott 
for researching and generating the appli-
cation for the National Register, and to 
resident Bill Boxer who took the quality 
photos that accompanied the application.   
The Society is proud to be the current 
steward for this lovely and important 
Clinton landmark. It is continuing the 
restoration and reutilization so that it 
will forever be a historic architectural 
asset to our community. 

Masonic Hall (Continued from page 2) 

December Program Annual Holi-
day Dinner and Auction  

 
Bring a covered dish and share in a wide 
variety of homemade specialties in this 
always-popular year-end event. Bever-
ages and desserts will be provided. 
Please arrive at 6:30 so we can begin on 
time with everyone's dish. For the fun 
auction to follow, please bring a 
wrapped gift to help support our annual 
fundraiser 

teens. This was devastating to the family. 
My grandmother was left with 4 children 
and doctor bills to pay, Unable to keep 
up the mortgage payments, they lost the 
farm and my father quit school to help 
his mother and siblings survive. It split 
the family up with my uncle moving to 
Poughkeepsie to live with his uncle Dr. 
Tom Burns. There he was able to attend 
Poughkeepsie High School and complete 
his high school education. My father and 
his sisters moved to a rented home lo-
cated at 183 Fiddlers Bridge Rd. where 
he worked at the neighboring farm. He 
lived there with his mother and younger 
sister until he met and married my 
mother in 1942. 
 
I don't believe this family history is 
much different than other families who 
have lived in the area for a long period 
of time. I think it does give an idea of 
how people struggled but most often 
were able to persevere and laid the foun-
dation for our society today. 
 
The topic of the next column will be my 
educational experiences in the town.   

President’s Column (Continued from page 3) 


