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Preserving Clinton’s Heritage 

 

Clinton’s seven hamlets are Bullshead, 
Clinton Corners, Clinton Hollow, Frost 
Mills, Hibernia, Pleasant Plains, and 
Schultzville. Several developed around a 
mill site, one grew around the church and 
others came to be simply because the site 
housed a store or a post office or a combi-
nation of the two. Except for those named 
after families, i.e. Frost Mills (formerly 
LeRoy’s Mills and still earlier, DeWitt’s 
Mills) and Schultzville, the reasons behind 
a hamlet’s name are buried in the memo-
ries of those present at the time. We do 
know that all the hamlets had been named 
by the mid-nineteenth century. 
 
Let’s look at Clinton Hollow. Site of 
James Allen’s Mill as early as 1767, the 
hamlet had been identified simply as the 
“Hollow” when the first post office was 
installed in 1828. Even today one can ap-
preciate the origin of that name when one 
studies the topography nearby. Indeed, 
Clinton Hollow nests in a hollow at the 
base of surrounding hills though which the 
Little Wappingers Creek flows. When it 
was discovered that its post office name 
conflicted with other post offices named 

(Continued on page 2) 

How Clinton’s Seven 

Hamlets Got Their Names     

 

   by Craig Marshall 

John DeWitt house, c. 1773 

One of Clinton’s earliest business cen-
ters was owned and operated by John 
DeWitt (1752-1808) at the intersection 
of Hollow Road and Creek Road.   For 
more than twenty-five years, he operated 
a sawmill and large gristmill (c. 1775) at 
this site, and ran a general store (“Toad 
Hall”) in this hamlet known as Frost 
Mills. About 1773, he built his first resi-
dence with nine slaves. This was a small 
house of somewhat primitive character, 
and a few years later he added another 
complete house across the north gable of 
the original, and the two parts still con-
tain some details of their respective 
dates of erection. In 1855, owner John 
LeRoy added a wing to the east of the 
main part, as shown in the foreground of 
the photograph above. The early porch 
of the original home is published on the 
cover of “Dutch Houses in the Hudson 
Valley Before 1776.”  The early door-
way is featured in “Doorways of Amer-
ica”. In the 1920s, the ceilings were cop-
ied by the Brooklyn museum. A barn of 
the revolutionary era still stands on Hol-
low Road across from the house. Archi-
tecturally, the house successfully com-
bines a number of diverse elements: 
gable-roofed dormers,  a single 
“eyebrow” window on the east wing, 

and a substantial change in the floor lev-
els between that wing and the main sec-
tion. The historic interior includes the 
original hearthstone fireplace, and the 
home has four fireplaces in all. It is situ-
ated on 12 acres of land.   
 
Further insight into the house and prop-
erty is obtained in an 1802 advertisement 
that John placed in the Poughkeepsie 
Journal when he wished to sell his house, 
mills, and store. Extracts from the ad 
include: 
“…a large convenient and well furnished 
Dwelling House, one story and an half 
high, containing three large and three 
small rooms on the first and four on the 
second floor…” “…three other Dwelling 
Houses, one of which….has always been 
occupied by the sawyer.” “Also a Grist 
Mill, with two run of stones….four sto-
ries high, and has room for several thou-
sand bushels of grain….A Saw Mill is on 
the same stream…” 
“…consisting of a farm of about 350 
acres of good land, under excellent culti-
vation…”  “…on said farm (is) a large 
orchard of bearing apple trees, chiefly 
grafted, with assorted summer and win-
ter frouit. Also, a variety of the finest 
kinds of Pear, Peach, Plumb and other 

(Continued on page 2) 

Clinton Landmarks 
This issue is being mailed to all Clinton 
residents in a collaborative effort by the 
Clinton Business Association, the Nine 
Partners Lions Club, and the Clinton His-
torical Society. It is our collective goal to 
inform you of our organizations’ purpose 
and activities, and invite you to join us. 
Contact information for membership in 
each group is included in this newsletter 
and the enclosed brochures. Our volun-
teers provide services to make for a richer 
Clinton community experience. Please 
take a moment to peruse our publications. 
Thank you. 

by Bill McDermott 

Special Issue 
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fruit trees…” Because of it’s historical 
significance, the home received a N.Y.S. 
historical plaque in 1938, and has been 
featured in “Landmarks of Dutchess Co. 
1683-1867”.   In 1990, the Clinton Histori-
cal Society awarded its Landmarks plaque 
to current owners Marsha and Howard 
Zipser who have owned the property for 
27 years.  
 
John DeWitt was more than a well-known 
businessman. He was an active patriot and 
fought in the Revolutionary War, was a 
member of the State Assembly for several 
years, and served as Dutchess Co. Sheriff 
for two terms. He was also one of the 
seven county delegates who voted on rati-
fication of the Constitution in 1788. Actu-
ally, he was elected as a delegate against 
ratification, but changed his vote in favor 
after he and other delegates received assur-
ance that 10 amendments would be added 
to the Constitution. These amendments are 
called the Bill of Rights. 

Dewitt House (Continued from page 1) 

“Hollow,” such as Washington Hollow 
and another further upstate, each was 
required to provide a distinct name, thus 
“Clinton Hollow.” 
 
Pleasant Plains was the site of one of the 
two churches in Clinton in the eight-
eenth-century. Originally the site of a 
Dutch Reformed Church which served 
the spiritual needs of the German and 
Dutch residents nearby, its gentle name 
is likely to have emerged when the Pres-
byterians needed to identify their new 
church in 1838. In the late eighteenth-
century those responsible for maintain-
ing the roads identified the hamlet site 
where several roads converged, as was 
once the case before the path of Quaker 
Lane was moved east, simply as the road
(s) to “Jost Garrison’s Lane” or to “Jost 
Garrisons’s burying yard.”  That ceme-
tery is still there on Hollow Road west 
of the Pleasant Plains Church. 
 
Clinton Corners, the site where two sig-
nificant eighteenth-century roads con-
verged, was probably named simply 
“The Corners” or the “Corners in Clin-
ton” to identify the place to travelers 
passing through. The two roads, now a 
whole lot less important than they once 
were, connected Clinton with two sig-
nificant sites. The east-west road, now 
known as Salt Point Turnpike, was at an 
earlier stage a road to the Hudson River 
through Hyde Park which at one time 
was a part of Clinton. The northwest-
southeast road, presently known as Clin-
ton Corners Road, was a pass through 

Hamlet’s (Continued from page 1) road as early as 1718. Well before Clinton 
Corners received it first settler, this road 
connected a settlement in the present town 
of Dover to the Hudson River in Rhine-
beck. Why Rhinebeck you may wonder? 
The earliest settlers in Dover were tenants 
of Henry Beekman who lived on the Hud-
son in Rhinebeck. 
 
Speculation has it that Hibernia was named 
after one of the late eighteen-century mill 
owners, who was Irish. Which of two non-
Irish sounding names, Erwin or Smith, is 
not certain. A hamlet hardly known by 
most, even those who live in town, Hiber-
nia was once the site of a remarkably large 
grist and saw mill known throughout 
Dutchess County. Established just prior to 
the American Revolution by a Quaker, 
David Arnold, it was the mill which served 
the Quakers who lived in the Clinton Cor-
ners area. 
 
As to the hamlet of Bullshead, the reader is 
encouraged to join many, many others who 
have delighted in speculation about the 
name for well over a century. Like Hiber-
nia, it is a hamlet often overlooked. Yet, on 
both sides of it there were mill sites, one of 
which probably existed prior to the Ameri-
can Revolution.   Traces of these mills can 
be seen by the educated eye if one looks 
closely at the terrain. In addition to the 
hamlets, there were other named sites in 
Clinton identified during the late nine-
teenth-century as Lent, Rowland, Ruskey, 
Sleight’s Center or Corners, etc. All were 
sites of post offices and regarded mini-
hamlets, not much smaller that the present 
hamlets of Hibernia, Pleasant Plains, or 
Bullshead. 
 
(from Henry newspaper May 1990) 

Warren Lodge Celebrates 200 Years! 

The Masons of Warren Lodge #32 invite 
all residents and friends to their 200th anni-
versary celebration to be held at the 
Schultzville Masonic Hall on Saturday 

May 26 at 2:00 p.m. The Hall will be                                 
rededicated and refreshments will be 
served.   Warren Lodge is the oldest in 
Dutchess County and the oldest continu-
ous moon lodge in New York State. It was 
organized June 10, 1807 and had its first 
meetings in Pine Plains and later in Lafay-
ettesville. Theodore Schultz of Schultz-
ville bequeathed the land and money to 
build the current temple in 1865, and the 
Lodge has met there continuously ever 
since. It currently has about 40 enrolled 
members. In 1999, they donated the site to 
our Clinton Historical Society which re-
stored the building through community 
effort. It continues to serve as the site for 
Lodge meetings and for Clinton commu-
nity activities hosted by the Society. 

Mason’s 200th Anniversary 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
* Event Rentals:  Rent our restored 
landmark 1777 Creek Meeting House 
(Clinton Corners) or 1865 Masonic Hall 
(Schultzville) for your private events. 
Rates begin at $90 for 4 hours - - a bar-
gain! Call Craig Marshall (266-8261) or 
Jeff Burns (266-8416) for information. 
 

* Yard Sale:  Saturday, May 19 from 
9 am to 4 pm. Items wanted for this 
fundraiser to support our programs. 
Pick-up and storage available. Call  Jim 
Pelegrino (917-754-0734). 
 

* Quadricentennial Committee:  New 
York State and Dutchess County will 
be celebrating the 400th anniversary in 
2009 of the historic voyages of Henry 
Hudson, his discovery of the Hudson 
River, the discovery of Lake Champlain 
by Samuel de Champlain, and the suc-
cessful steamship navigation upon the 
Hudson River by Robert Fulton 200 
years ago. The Clinton Town Board has 
passed a resolution to participate in the 
celebration with local events to be 
planned by its Clinton Quadricentennial 
Committee chaired by Town Historian 
Craig Marshall. Committee members 
are needed - - volunteers are asked to 
contact Craig at 266-8261 by May 15. 
* Thank You Mr. Rooter, Inc. of 

Pleasant Valley:  Our pump system 
broke this winter, and we are extremely 
grateful to Mr. Rooter for quickly re-
placing our shallow well pump with a 
more trouble-free submersible pump 
system at no cost to us. This is truly a 
generous donation that will serve us for 
many years.  
* Dues are due:   This is a reminder to 
our members that dues are now based 
on the calendar year and are due Janu-
ary 1. Dues are an important source of 
our funding to support our many educa-
tion and preservation programs. Indi-
vidual membership is $15, and $20 for 
family. If you haven't renewed yet, 
please send your check payable to: 
Clinton Historical Society, Box 122, 
Clinton Corners, N.Y. 12514. Dona-
tions are always appreciated and are 
tax-deductible. Thank you! 

* Furnace for sale: 160K BTU Hall-

mark w/Beckett burner, w/CAC heat 
exchanger. G.C.  $400 or b.o. Also 80 
gal. Amtrol insulated auxiliary hot wa-
ter maker, $75 or b.o. Call Craig 266-
8261. 

Michael Asbill, creator of our successful 
annual summer exhibit last year, has 
been awarded a grant by the Dutchess 
Co. Arts Council to develop a special 
exhibit focusing on our town of Clin-
ton’s historical structures. Titled 
“Clinton: Then and Now”, this year’s 
summer exhibit will display views of 
Clinton homes and public buildings 
taken in the early 1900’s alongside cur-
rent views of the same structures. This 
promises to be a fascinating exhibit that 
documents 100 years of change  (see 
Clinton Corners store example on this 
page). You can help the success of our 
exhibit by allowing us to copy any vin-
tage photos you may have of Clinton 

Summer Exhibit  Your Photos Needed  

Editor’s Note:  The article on 
“Underground Railroad” in the last issue 
failed to mention that Michelle and 
Judah Kraushaar have owned the 
“Underhill/Webster” farm for 10 years 
and have done a remarkable and enviable 
restoration of the beautiful home and 
outbuildings. The name of their home is 
“Meadowland Farm”  (not Meadow-
brook) and is the site where many local 
residents buy their Christmas tree. 

We welcome your membership and your 
support for our educational programs and 
social events that benefit our Town of 
Clinton and its neighbors. Our activities 
include historical exhibits, preservation of 
two landmark buildings (1777 & 1865), 
repository of an extensive archive, music 
presentations, children's art programs, and 
our popular Progressive Dinner and An-
nual Valentine's Dinner events. Member-
ship and donations (tax deductible) are a 
great way to support your Society, which 
receives no funding through taxes. Annual 
dues are $15 individual and $20 family. 
Please send your check payable to: Clin-
ton Historical Society, Box 122, Clinton 
Corners, N.Y.  12514. For information, 
call Jeff at 266-8416. Thank you and 
WELCOME! 

Mike Asbill checking old photo album 

for exhibit images. 

G. W. Wright’s store in Clinton Corners, 

c. 1920 

Same store, 2007 

Join Clinton  

Historical Society 

Meadowland Farm  

Correction 

structures, be they postcards, snapshots, or 
found in publications (we will obtain au-
thor’s permission).   Please call Michael at 
679-2198.   We will return your original 
within 3 days. Please help! 



THE CLINTON HISTORIAN                                                                                                                                        March/Apr/May 2007   Page 4 

The Town of Clinton Historical Society 
PO Box 122 
Clinton Corners, NY 12514 
(845) 266-5494 
 
 
 

 DATED MATERIAL - PLEASE DELIVER PROMPTLY 

NONPROFIT ORG 
US POSTAGE 

 PAID 
Newburgh, NY  12550 

Permit #7412 

May Program 
Friday May 4 at 7:30 p.m. 

 

   “Locust Grove Collections”  
      by Ken Snodgrass 

 

The Young-Morse Historical Site 
“Locust Grove” is a local historic land-
mark and treasure. While many know 
that Samuel Morse, inventor of the tele-
graph, lived here, it is not commonly 
known that he was educated at the 
Royal Academy of London as an artist, 
and in fact designed his famous home. 
The museum houses a remarkable col-
lection of art, including many fine ex-
amples of vintage Hudson River school 
of painting. Ken Snodgrass, Chief Cu-
rator of Collections, will give us a view 
of this artwork, the architecture of Lo-
cust Grove, and the special collection 
of rare and valuable period furniture 
owned by the museum. The site has 
recently completed a major renovation 
and visitors center addition. This pres-
entation will be a great opportunity to 
see those items on display and those not 
currently on display. Open to all - - 
bring a friend! As always, no charge 
and refreshments will be served. 

NEXT MEETING 

 Friday, May 4,  7:30 p.m. 
Locust Grove Collections  

Clinton Historical Society 
President – Jeff Burns 
V. Pres. – Craig Marshall 
Secretary – Karen Buechele 
Treasurer – Eliot Werner 
Past Pres. – Clint Kershaw 

 Open Mic Artist  
Lisa Dudley & 

Friends   
 

 
We’re pleased to open our 8th season 

with our long-time friend and artist Lisa 
Dudley who will be bringing her band 
for what promises to be a great session. 
Lisa has been one of our loyal supporters 
since we began the Open Mic in 1999, 
and has been a favorite with audiences 
each year. 
 
She is the daughter of two veterans who 
served during the Korean conflict.  “I 
was born in a naval hospital,” she says.  
“My mother and father were both in the 
Army at the time. That must be why I 
write so many patriotic songs!”  Her 
melodies evoke the sweet simplicity of a 
gentler time matched with lyrics that 
reflect the strong sentiment of today’s 
world. 
 
Her voice ranges from deep and throaty 
to soft and ethereal. She currently has a 
catalog of over 100 songs. You can hear 
a sample at her website lisadudley.com. 

OPEN MIC 

LIVE  

MUSIC 
Coffee House at the 
1865 Masonic Hall,   
Schultzville -  Cty Rt. 18  
 

 Join us for our 8th season! 
 

 Features for 2007 (all Saturdays) 
 

April 28 – Lisa Dudley & Band 
June 2 – Rachel Handman &  

Wayne Fugate 
June 30 – Rusty Boris 

July 28 – Vickie Russell &  
David M. Peters 

August 25 – Steve Blake & Ed Schaffer 
 

 Show starts at 7:30 p.m. 
 

Open Mic performers sign-up 
     at door 7:00 

 

Beginning September – new format! 
 

Proceeds to restore the Society’s 
    landmark buildings. 

Beverages and home baked 
    treats available. 

Donation $6.00/$5.00 performers 
    Info: (845) 266-8261 


