
THE CLINTON HISTORIAN      
The Clinton Historical Society               Volume XVIII Number 13            Craig Marshall, Editor    266-5494             Jan/Feb/March 2006 

Preserving Clinton’s Heritage 

 

 

Farming has never been an easy business, 
and many articles on farming focus on the 
farmer and the varied tasks that occupy 
his time to keep his business running:  
plowing, haying, construction of outbuild-
ings, repair of farm implements, harvest-
ing, feeding animals, and more. Often it is 
not clear what the role of the farmer’s 
wife is, beyond washing, making meals, 
and collecting eggs. In an article written 
for the Ladies Home Journal in the late 
1920’s by an un-named author and wife of 
a farmer in eastern Pennsylvania (pictured 
above), a first-hand account is given of the 
truly remarkable daily routine of a typical 
wife of a small dairy and trucking farm 
(20 cows) that would similarly represent 
life on a farm in Clinton in this same pe-
riod. It is doubtful that any woman today 
would want to trade places for this seven 
day a week, 365 days a year regi-
men….with only 1 day a year taken for a 
family picnic in the summer! 
 
This farm had the same goal as others:  
have everything on the farm to be self-
sufficient, yet have enough left over to 
market and thereby grow the business, and 
have reserves for lean years caused by bad 
weather. In this business, farmer and wife 
are full partners, and she must know what 
is going on outside in the barns and fields 

so that she can hire, feed, and room extra 
help at the right time in the season. She is 
in the barns, too, performing the milking 
(by hand) chores.  “For more than 20 
years, excepting six weeks before and 
after the babies came, I was up every 
morning at 2:30 on weekdays and 3AM 
on Sundays, and milking…as many as 22 
cows before breakfast and again before 
supper. As fast as I milked, my husband 
carried the pails down to the springhouse 
and cooled the milk, put it into the cans, 
skimmed last night’s milk for the cream 
we sold, brought up the skimmed milk for 
the pigs and cottage cheese, fed and wa-
tered the stock, while I was in the house 
cooking his breakfast, and was away by 
6AM every day of the week and half past 
on Sundays.”  And after that?  “My hus-
band was serving (marketing) about 400 
quarts of milk and 10 of cream on the 
daily average, and all of it had to go into 
pans and cans which I had to wash with 
my own hands.”  She noted in her article 
that a farm this size with growing children 
required some assistance from another 
woman, such as a live-in mother , sister, 
or hired help. 
 
Of course, this was a seven day a week 

(Continued on page 2) 

Yesteryear Farming 

It is a rare opportunity indeed when a 
serious collector offers to sell the best 
of his collection to a historical society 
at cost, rather than put each item up 
for competitive bid on E-bay or in a 
local auction.   This was the case re-
cently when Bill McDermott, Town 
Historian and Society member, offered 
our Society his extensive collection of 
rare Clinton artifacts. After viewing 
the collection, the Board of Trustees 
voted to purchase it for our archive, 
insuring that these valued heirlooms, 
antiques, and documents will remain 
in our town for generations to come, 
thus helping to preserve our Clinton 
heritage. Some of these artifacts were 
the subject of the March program 
meeting where Bill gave more infor-
mation and insight as to their signifi-

(Continued on page 2) 
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business because cows don’t observe a 
“Sunday Day of Rest.”  But this also ap-
plies to crops, and the author refers to her 
“little chores”, like sorting and tying up 
150 bunches of rhubarb and 35 of aspara-
gus each day, every day, for the six week 
season. Asparagus had to be picked within 
hours of the right time, or the stalks would 
be too tall and leafy to sell. And immedi-
ately after that  “…came the beets – at 
least a thousand bunches a week right 
along for a month – (along) with carrots, 
radishes and young onions. So taking them 
all together, the bunches I tied and got 
ready (for market) footed up to about 
15,000 every year.” What about Sundays?  
“All this work kept right on every day of 
the week, for growing things don’t rest on 
Sundays, and must be picked and prepared 
for Monday’s market, the cows milked, the 
stock and chickens fed, eggs gathered and 
sorted and boxed, dinner cooked and 
cleared away – the biggest dinner of the 
week, too, with company always to be 
expected in the summer if you have any 
friends living in the city. Only the heavy 
work, such as plowing and harrowing, 
stopped for the day’s rest; the chores never 
do.” 
 
And the wife as business partner?  “If you 
see a farm where everything is running 
behind or going downhill, you’ll be sure to 
find in the house a woman who takes no 
interest in the stock and probably dislikes 
animals – or no woman at all. When a 
woman feels like that, she might as well 
quit trying to be a farmer’s wife.”  She 
noted that a principal role of the wife is to 
provide encouragement to her husband, 
especially during the bad times.  “He may 
see a whole crop he has been counting on 
destroyed in a few hours by an insect pest, 
or rabbits, or beaten to the ground by hail 
storm; or the season may be so backward 
that he cannot get his land plowed and 
planted in time to raise the earliest vegeta-
bles that would sell the best; or the frost 
takes his late ones before can realize a cent 
on them; or there comes a big drought and 
he loses half his hay or corn, and all he 
made on his vegetables goes to buying 
enough feed to winter his stock.”  The 
author went on to write: “The kind of en-
couragement that keeps a man pushing 
ahead every day in spite of the weather 
comes mainly from his wife’s interest in 
everything about the place, and the feeling 

Farming  (Continued from page 1) 

that she is with him in everything and 
appreciates his difficulties, his efforts and 
his successes.” 
 
When the author addressed housecleaning, 
she summed up her full day with the fol-
lowing.  “After you have milked 18 cows, 
cooked and cleared away the breakfast for 
10 people, made the beds, seen to getting 
the children clean and ready for school, 
tended to the baby, made up and baked the 
batch of bread you set to rise last night, 
besides a dozen pies, a couple of loaves of 
cake and a pudding, prepared the meat and 
vegetables for dinner, churned and worked 
up ten to fifteen pounds of butter, made up 
the sour milk into cottage cheese, scalded 
the churn and 25 to 35 milk  tins and sun-
dries, fed the hens and pigs, finished get-
ting dinner, eating it and washing up after 
it, and stood up to your pile of 400 to 500 
asparagus and 700 to 800 rhubarb stalks to 
be sorted and tied up, and finally got all 
done about 3:00 without a single minute’s 
rest since 2:30AM except the half hour 
while you were eating your dinner – well, 
take my word for it, you aren’t hankering 
for the pleasure of roaming the house with  
a broom and dust cloth taking care of fur-
niture an ornaments!” 
 
Would she prefer an easier life?  “Making 
a home on a farm means that your hands 
are never empty, but your life is full of 
interest because there is always something 
new on the farm, every day, every season; 
something growing or blooming, or being 
born or hatched. There is something al-
ways coming to you, and you enjoy a 
thousand little pleasures from these new 
things and the quiet happiness and satis-
faction of accomplishing what you under-
take and being free and beholden to no-
body for the bread you eat.” 

Author’s farmhouse 

“We built a fine house and retired with 

enough saved up for comfort for the rest of 

our lives.”  

cance.   The number of artifacts is over 
200, counting individual vintage photos, 
and some of the highlights (all town of 
Clinton, all rare) include: 
  - 4 auction posters (“broadsides”) 1861-
1898  
  - Schultz family photo album ca. 1895 
(settled Schultzville)  
  - 50 glass plate negatives ca. 1885, in-
cluding 2 of our 1777 Quaker Meeting 
House   
  - 1902 advertising flyer of “Talking 
Machine Concert” in Clinton Hollow 
  - Bradley family ephemera, including 
1918 wedding announcement (Bradley 
was Schultzville store owner) 
  - framed photo of Creek Meeting House 
c. 1900 
  - Alice Rikert’s framed (large) diploma 
of 1916 from Schultzville one-room 
schoolhouse 
  - very rare fractur (hand-drawn family 
certificate) of Fred b. Schultz – c. 1825 
  - Bullshead photo album c. 1860s-1900  
(including post office building) 
  - early trunk from Wiley family farm, 
signed Wiley 
  - photo album – 100+ photos – families 
in Clinton with homes in background, 
most labeled 
 

You can help! 
 

Given the significance of this collection, 
the Board realized that town residents 
and friends might want to participate in 
this acquisition by helping with the 
$1,500 purchase. They voted to establish 
the “Clinton Collection Fund” and are 
seeking donations, which are tax de-
ductible. Checks should be made out to 
“Clinton Historical Society” with the 

Collection (Continued from page 1) 

Framed photo Creek Meeting House 

ca. 1900 
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Dues are due!! 
$15 individual,  

$20 family 
 
Please continue your support to our pro-
grams that benefit our community. 
 
Make checks payable to: 
        Clinton Historical Society 
        P.O. Box 122 
       Clinton Corners, N.Y.  12514 

Elections April 7 
 
We have vacancies to be 
filled for President (1 year) 
and Trustee (2 years). If you would like 
to participate more actively in the varied 
programs of the Society, would like 
more information, or would like to nomi-
nate someone, please call Craig at 266-
8261.   

 
Yard Sale: May 20, 21, 27   

 
We are now collecting articles for the 
Spring sale. Pick-up service is available. 
Call Judy Grabowski at 473-7950 or 
Craig Marshall at 266-8261. 

 
Garden Tour  Planned 

 
We have gardens to visit, 
and are seeking more for 
this summer. If you have a 
garden, or know of some-

one who has, please contact Glenda 
Schwarze at 266-5203. 
 

 

Bird Houses for Sale 

 
$25.00  These were made at the Chil-
dren’s Workshop in March as a fund-
raiser to help the Society and learn craft 
skills. They are replicas of our 1777 
Creek Meeting House and make for 
unique gifts. For information, call 
Glenda at 266-5203. Thank you for your 

support to our children’s program. 

On March 25, the Society’s Masonic 
Hall Preservation Group hosted its An-
nual Valentine’s Dinner to an enthusi-
astic gathering of members and resi-
dents. The Hall was decorated, the buf-
fet table was filled with enticing en-
trees, and the dessert table featured the 
tempting culinary arts (and gifts) of five 
of our members. Each attendee or cou-
ple had a souvenir photograph taken.    
 

One highlight of the evening was the 
“Cupid’s Couples Contest”. The win-
ners were: 
  Married longest:  
Arvia & Patrick Higgins (47 yrs) 
  Married shortest:   
Thelma & Don Bowman  (2 yrs) 
  Farthest honeymoon:   
Barbara & Bob Maleonski (Guatemala) 

  Longest courtship:   
Barbara & Bill Dickett  (8 yrs) 
  Shortest courtship:   
June & George Sanderson (7 mos.) 
  Resided in Clinton when married:   
Carol & Jeff Burns (Jeff) 
 Thelma & Don Bowman (Don) 
  Most children:   
Noreen & Dick Coller  (6) 
 

We thank Diane and Vince Sauter  for 
their generous gift basket donation to our 
raffle. And the following Rhinebeck mer-
chants: 
  Northern Dutchess Pharmacy 
  CVS Pharmacy 
  Pete's Famous Restaurant 
  Rhinebeck Liquors 
  Stickles 5 & Dime 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Recognition Dinner   
May 20   

For Louise and Bill McDermott  
 

We regret that our long-time mem-
bers and leaders are moving to Con-
necticut to be near their children.   
Our special event and fundraiser will 
be held in Clinton with details to be 
announced in the next newsletter, 
along with an accompanying article 
about this remarkable couple who has 
done so much for our town. 

 

Save the Date:  Saturday May 

20 from 1-5PM 

Annual Valentine’s  

Dinner a Success 

notation “Clinton Collection” on the 
check. Mailing address:  P.O. Box 122, 
Clinton Corners, N.Y. 12514. This is a 
rare opportunity to support the heritage 
preservation of our town for a very spe-
cific set of artifacts that will be used for 
exhibits, research, and education. As an 
example, the 1902 Talking Machine 
Concert in Clinton Hollow was reen-
acted at the March 3 meeting with a live 
demonstration of a vintage cylinder pho-
nograph as pictured in the flyer.   Your 
support to this appeal will be greatly 
appreciated. Thank you!   

Collection (Continued from page 2) 

Sweet's Store, Bulls Head - ca. 1900  

(from “Clinton Collection”) 
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    CHS Meeting Reminder 
    

 ANNUAL MEETING  

& POT LUCK  DINNER   

 

Friday, April 7, 6:30PM 

Annual Meeting  

& Pot Luck Dinner 

  April 7  6:30PM  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bring your favorite dish to share in this 
popular social event. Great food - - 
meet new friends. All residents wel-
come.   

 

March 3 Meeting:  

“Show & Tell” 
 

We would like to thank the several 
members who brought artifacts to dis-
play and describe. All had a unique and 
memorable story, and included a Civil 
War bayonet dug up in a garden, a rare 
Anhauser Busch advertisement, slave-
related and other quilts, and a watch 
collection. Also, a 1902 Clinton Hollow 
“Edison Talking Machine” Concert was 
reenacted using a cylinder phonograph 
from that period. 

OFFICERS AND TRUSTEES 
President: Clinton Kershaw 
Vice President: Craig Marshall 
Treasurer: Eliot Werner 
Secretary: MaryAnn Thompsett 
   Bill McDermott, Past President 
   Richard Coller 
   Judy Grabowski 
   George Greenwood 
   John Lacey 
   Mary Jo Nickerson 
   Bill Dickett 

 OPEN MIC  
at the Masonic Hall, 

Schultzville 

(1144 County Rt. 18 Centre Rd 
& Nine Partners La. by the 
Schultzville Store) 
 

Join us for our 7th season! 
4th Saturday April to September  

at 7:30PM 
April 22  June 24           Aug. 26 

May 27  July 22            Sept. 23 

 

"A great acoustical, informal, and friendly 

setting in an historic 1865 landmark building" 
 

Benefit donation:   
$6 audience        $5 performers 

 

Sign-up at door prior to 7:30PM 
 

Beverages & Homemade  
Treats for sale 

Audience/performers interchange  
during break  

*** Featured performers *** 
 

For info:Craig Marshall at  

(845) 266-8261 

or: craigmarshall266@aol.com 

Open Mic Feature  
 

Rachel Handman & 
Friends 

on 

April 22 
 

Rachel is known to many in the valley for 
her superb violin/fiddle artistry, be it blue-
grass, folk, or classical.  Formerly of 
"Barebones and Wildflowers", she plays 
and she teaches.  She was a performer at 
the Bardavon's Hudson River Arts Festi-
val last September at Waryas Park in 
Poughkeepsie on the Bluegrass stage.  
Always an enthusiastic player, half the fun 
is just watching Rachel play...her move-
ments, her versatility, her million-dollar 
smile...a true all-around performer!  Come 
for a great time, and help us welcome Ra-
chel back to the Schultzville stage! 


