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Preserving Clinton’s Heritage 

 

 Every Freeholder, housekeeper and other 
person shall be obliged to work upon the 
highways, so reads the law as passed in 
New York on March 12, 1772. All Free-
holders and Inhabitants were required at 
that time and for perhaps 75 years to work 
6 days per year sometime between April 
and November except the month of July. 
Eight hours a day was the specified time. 
While one could provide a substitute, such 
as a hired man, failure to comply resulted 
in a fine. The Freeholder or Inhabitant 
might also be required to supply carts or 
wagons and a team as well as his labor. If 
such were the case, credit would be given 
for each day as if it were two. Also, the 
individuals selected as Overseers were 
required to serve under penalty of a heavy 
fine for failure to comply.   
 
Opening a new road or changes in old 
roads were based on the judgment of 12 
principle landowners who made such judg-
ments under oath. The law also specified 
the width of roads, condemnation proce-
dures for new roads, repair of bridges, 
opening new roads, what constituted a 
private road, and difference between a 
town road and a county road, etc. 
 
This law like so many of the laws written 
when New York was a colony of Great 
Britain was simply adopted unchanged 
when the independent state of New York 
was formed and the new constitution writ-
ten in 1777. 

Early Roads  
Maintenance   

 
by Bill McDermott  (Sept. 1978) 

 

Underground Railroads in Clinton 

   by Craig Marshall 

Underhill/Webster home of the Underground Railroad  

(Meadowbrook Farm today) 

In the mid-1800s, prior to the Civil War, 
a well-organized system, called the Un-
derground Railroad, existed in Dutchess 
and Ulster counties to aid refugee slaves 
in their flight to freedom in the North. 
This clandestine system that operated in 
the Hudson Valley was run by Quakers, 
free blacks, and sympathetic whites. The 
term “Underground Railroad” was used 
to describe a secret network of hiding 
places specifically set up for the fugitive 
slaves, and several routes from New 
Jersey and New York City were used in 
the Mid-Hudson valley. The “Railroad” 
had “conductors” who helped the refu-
gee slaves along the route to the differ-
ent “stations” in Pawling, Millbrook, 
Clinton Corners, and points north as far 
as Canada. Conductors would give the 
refugees food, clothing, money, route 
instructions, and even transportation to 
the next station on the stop. Because of a 
new Federal law in 1850, those who 
aided or concealed a fugitive were liable 
to six months imprisonment, a fine of 
$2,000, and damages. Even those who 
refused to assist a marshal who was try-
ing to capture a fugitive were guilty of 
treason. Because Quakers were forbid-
den to lie, only one family member was 

told that escaped slaves were in the 
house. If anyone came around question-
ing the presence of refugees in the home, 
the family member who knew would 
disappear, and the others could truthfully 
say they knew nothing. Silence about the 
Railroad was maintained long after the 
Civil War, for many people thought the 
abolitionists were largely responsible for 
the war. Quaker abolitionists were espe-
cially unpopular because they declined 
to fight in the war. 
 
Liberating slaves was another activity 
for the Quakers, who as members were 
not allowed to own slaves by the early 
1800s. Quaker minutes of 1850 through 
1861 show that a Murray Fund was kept 
”to secure the freedom of several indi-
viduals from slavery”. Fifty-eight slaves 
became freemen, and additional assis-
tance from the Fund supported the Col-
ored Orphan Asylum. 
 
In Clinton, two homes still standing were 
stations in the Railroad. On Schultzville 
Road at Salt Point Turnpike, the Alfred 
Underhill farm (more recently Allen and 
Helen Webster), had a lower roof than 
today. Fugitives were kept in the shallow 

(Continued on page 2) 
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area above the first floor. According to one 
story, a fugitive once looked out the win-
dow just as a neighbor went by. Since the 
Underhill's didn’t admit that anyone was 
there, a story was circulated that the house 
was haunted.   Just one mile away on Ger-
mond Road, the 181 year old “Germond” 
house was another Clinton station, owned 
at the time by Elihu Griffen, a Quaker, and 
grandfather of Mrs. Benjamin H. Germond 
who was born in the house. The home has 
a hidden staircase, with a trapdoor at the 
upper end. She noted that it would be pos-
sible for anyone to go up the staircase 
from the wing portion, push up the trap 
door, enter the bedroom in the main house, 
cover the trap door with a rug, and go 
down the front staircase. She also com-
mented that “Papa never said this was a 
station on the Underground Railroad, but 
Mama’s brother said it was, that that Elihu 
was a conductor.”   This is another exam-
ple of the secrecy and lack of documented 
evidence that makes it difficult to find 
hard evidence beyond traditions and folk 
tales to know what really happened, and 
where. Yet there is no doubt that this se-
cret network existed and was successful in 
its mission of liberation.        

Underground RR (Continued from page 1) 

As I approach the end of my first year as 
president of the Town of Clin-
ton Historical Society and the end of 
another calendar year it gives me pause 
to reflect on the past 9 months. The His-
torical Society is a unique organization 
in the Town. Its stated goal is to pre-
serve and protect the history of the 
Town yet it is much more then that. 
Through its activities it offers residents 
of the town and neighboring towns an 
opportunity to come together for social 
events as well as historical programs. It 
is similar to what used to occur at a barn 
raising or a quilting bee, the activity is 
important but the time spent with 
neighbors and friends is the real benefit 
of these activities. The Society has had 
many of these successful events this 
year beginning with the Garden Tour, a 
new event that gave people an opportu-
nity to see the hidden beauty of our 
Town. That was followed by another 
new event Heritage day. This day was 
attended by more than 400 people and 
gave them an opportunity to experi-
ence colonial crafts, games for children, 
a ride on a wagon drawn by a team of 
horses, a wonderful display of antiques 
and quilts, stone soup and great food. 
That was followed by our most success-
ful event, the progressive dinner where 
there were more than 130 in attendance. 

Griffen/Germond home,  

residence of Anne & Peter Juerss  

(Pat Smith, artist) 

It was a real opportunity to meet and greet 
old and new friends. Just recently we held 
our Holiday pot luck dinner and auc-
tion which was attend by 53 people. What 
added to the excitement of this event was a 
harpist playing traditional holiday music in 
the dark. You see we lost power at the 
Creek Meeting House shortly after the din-
ner started and we ate by candle light. For-
tunately the power returned as we began 
our auction or we truly would have been 
bidding in the dark. 
  
Of course none of these events would have 
occurred without a group of outstanding 
volunteers. As in most organizations there 
is a small group of people who work very 
hard to bring about these wonderful experi-
ences for all of us. I can't mention everyone 
hear for fear of overlooking someone ( sen-
ior moments) but we all know who you are 
and we thank you for your hard work. For 
those of you who are on the sidelines and 
looking for a little something to do, won't 
you consider assisting us at one of our 
events or  attend our historical programs 
held the first Friday of the month, March 
through December? These are terrific pro-
grams focusing on history in our Town 
and the Hudson Valley. 
  
Happy New Year and hope to see you 
down the road.     ….Jeff Burns 

President’s Column 

Clinton Landmarks 

Schoolhouse #6 in Schultzville built c.1850  (by Craig Marshall, 1973) 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

* E-mail address: We need yours to 
help communicate programs and 
events. Please send a note  to  craigmar-
shall266@aol.com 
 
* Dues are due for 2007 (Jan.-Dec). 
Your label on this newsletter shows last 
year paid. Individuals $15, Families 
$20. Please send your check to Clinton 
Historical Society, Box 122, Clinton 
Corners, N.Y. 
 
* Event rentals. Rent our landmark 
buildings for your private events.  Cli-
ent feedback has been very positive, 
and the rates are quite reasonable.  For 
info, call Craig- 266-8261 or Jeff -266-   
8416. 
  
* Program meetings:  none in January 
and February.  Next meeting is Friday 
March 2 –  “Brick Industry” 
  
* Birdhouse builders wanted (Creek 
Mtg Hs. replicas) to sell as fundraiser.  
Fun workshops planned for March 
…call Glenda at 266-5203. 
  
* Spring Yard Sale:  Items wanted.   
Pick-up and storage available.  Call 
Craig. 
  
* Secretary and archive Curator vol-
unteers needed.  Choose your hours, 
will train.  For more info about these 
positions, please call Jeff at 266-8416.  

Saturday, February 10 at 6:30 p.m. at 
the 1865 Masonic Hall Schultzville. 
Great food, lively conversation, raffle 
gifts. Sure cure for cabin fever! Mark 
your calendar!   

 In October we were once again the appreciative recipients of work activity volunteered 
by the students of Oakwood Friends School in Poughkeepsie. This enthusiastic group of 
7th & 8th graders and teachers focused on helping us organize our extensive archive by 
cataloging the contents of many boxes and shelves that will lead to a searchable on-line 
index. A separate crew at the Masonic Hall painted the porch, scrubbed siding, and 
washed and installed storm windows. Our sincere thanks to Principal Nancy Doolittle 
and her team for this great service project to benefit our community. 

OAKWOOD SCHOOL RETURNS 

ANNUAL VALENTINES 

DINNER   
Larry & Denise Lang – Clinton Corners 
Don & Carol Kratzke – Clinton Corners 
Judie Mackie – Clinton Corners 
Patrick & Diane Madden – Clinton Corners 
Carl Marchese – Staatsburg 
Jean McAvoy – Clinton Corners 
Cindy Nelson – Clinton Corners 
Renae Perpetua – Clinton Corners 
Rudy & Joan Perini – Clinton Corners 
Harvey & Ruth Podolsky - Rhinebeck 
Terry & Alexa Ragsdale – Pelham 
Bob & Christine Rice – Staatsburg 
Peter & Beverly Rothman – Fort Wayne, IN 
Ron & Michelle Strollo – Clinton Corners 
George VanVliet – Little Falls, NJ 
John & Anita Wittenberg – Rhinebeck 
Steven & Paula Zirinsky – Clinton Corners 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

In the last issue, we listed half of the 30 new members who joined us in 2006. Here is 
the other half (alphabetically). We look forward to seeing all at our events. 
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March Program 
Friday March 2 at 7:30 p.m. 
 

The Great Hudson River  

Brick Industry  
 

By George V. Hutton 

 
It’s somewhat well-known that much of 
early New York City was built with 
cement, slate, and wood from the Mid-
Hudson Valley. The Valley was also a 
significant source of bricks for the tene-
ments and high-rise buildings that made 
the city a metropolis. George Hutton is 
a third generation member of the family 
that owned and operated the large 
Hutton Brickyards in Kingston and 
Dennings Point in Beacon. He has pub-
lished a 50 year history of the industry, 
and will relate to us the source, manu-
facture, shipping, and final destination 
of this important building material. 
George graduated from Williams Col-
lege and the Yale School of Architec-
ture, and is now retired. As always, we 
invite you to bring a friend! 

NEXT MEETING 

 Friday, March 2  7:30 p.m. 
The Great Hudson River  

Brick Industry 

Our landmark buildings  
are available for 

EVENT RENTALS ! 
Call Craig at 266-8261 

DUES PAID UP? 
Your newsletter label  
shows last year paid 

Roster of Board and Advisory 

Council  

 
C.H.S. Board of Trustees 

 
Jeff Burns, President 
Craig Marshall, V. Pres. 
(Open), Secretary 
Eliot Werner, Treas. 
Judy Grabowski, Trustee 
Jim Pelligrino, Trustee 
MaryJo Nickerson, Trustee 
Dick Coller, Trustee 
John Lacy, Trustee 
Bill Dickett, Trustee 
Clint Kershaw, Past Pres. 
Advisory Council: 
   Barbara Cleary 
   Jack Cleary 
   Noreen Coller 
   Eleanor Rogers 
   Glenda Schwarze 

Coming Events    
 

Mount Guilion Restoration 
(Washington’s HQ in Newburgh) 

 

Locust Grove –  
the Samuel Morse Estate 


