
Building Clinton: A New Look at Our Shared Past

What is the history of  the Town of  Clinton? Each Clinton resident sees a 
portion of  that history from the perspective of  his or her home and travels in 
and around town. Taken together, these varying perspectives help create what 

can be understood as a sense of  place among the people who live here. Building Clinton: 
An Architectural Survey 1760–1965 is a new book published by the Society that should help 
us all learn more about our town’s history. 

Commissioned in October 2012, the research team of  Neil Larson and Jill Fisher from 
Larson Fisher Associates (LFA) in Woodstock, New York, developed a comprehensive 
architectural history of  the Town of  Clinton. This reconnaissance-level architectural 
survey was co-sponsored by the Clinton Historical Society and the Town of  Clinton and 
funded by donations from your Clinton friends and neighbors. 

Following the completion of  the bulk of  the LFA report in May 2014, several members 
of  the Historical Society’s Board of  Trustees formed a team to develop a book from 
the report. Building Clinton: An Architectural Survey 1760–1965, which was presented to 
the community on May 9th at a dinner sponsored by the Society and held at the Creek 
Meeting House, is the result of  that collaboration.

The book includes written descriptions and photographs (many in color) of  more 
than one hundred historic structures in the town, a brief  history of  the town, and 
recommendations for designating rural heritage areas. The appendices include a map of  
the Great Nine Partners Patent, a spreadsheet of  350 significant properties, and a map 
of  potential rural historic districts.

Encore Performance
June 5 at Town Hall
“The History of  Schultzville 

Hamlet” will be presented on Friday, 
June 5 at 7:30 p.m. at Town Hall on 

Centre Road. Back by popular demand, 
this encore presentation features Craig 
Marshall, town historian and Clinton 

Historical Society vice president as 
Theodore Augustus “Gus” Schultz (1839-

1862). Schultz�s grandfather settled the 
area in 1807 and Gus was raised in the 
hamlet. Many rare vintage photographs 

of  Schultzville will be exhibited, as well as 
hamlet artifacts dating from 1797.

The event is free of  charge and 
refreshments will be served. For more 

information, please call (845) 242-5879.
Co-sponsored by Clinton Historical 

Society and Clinton Community Library.
;
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(continued on page 3)

Craig Marshall in period costume as Gus Schultz.
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John Crapser house, c.1760; Griffen house, c.1850; Pleasant Plains Presbyterian Church, 1837, Clinton Landmark.

Est. 1975

Celebrating 40 Years and a New Publication



Trustee Norene Coller (center) presented the Emil Schoch Conservation and Preservation Award 
to Skip Backus (left) of  the Omega Institute and Clinton resident Art De Pasqua (right) for 
their efforts in protecting Long Pond and Silver Lake. 

EMIL SCHOCH AWARD

A t its annual dinner on April 10, the Clinton Historical Society presented 
the Emil Schoch Conservation and Preservation Award to the people  
and organizations who have worked to conserve the two large lakes 

in Clinton, Silver Lake and Long Pond. Art DePasqua, president of  the 
landowners association of  Silver Lake, has worked for many years to protect 
the lake from the effects of  development, as has Skip Backus, chief  executive 
officer of  the Omega Institute, working with those who live around Long Pond. 

The Clinton Conservation Advisory Council and Historical Society created the 
Emil Schoch Award in 2001. Local residents were surveyed at that time. The 
consensus was that the Adriance farm on North Creek Road should receive the 
first Emil Schoch Award because of  their stewardship of  a historic property that 
contained very old barns and significant farm fields. 

Since then, the Emil Schoch Award has been given to 11 other landowners. 
Some have been chosen because of  their protection and restoration of  
significant farmland, others because they have placed a large amount of  land in 
conservation easement, protecting it from development. Other recipients have 
taken action to protect a significant historic structure or brought an important 
issue to the attention of  the public. 

The Conservation Advisory Council is open to suggestions from town residents 
about people to recognize for their efforts to protect historic and environmental 
resources of  the town. Please contact us if  you have suggestions for future awards!
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Members are encouraged to submit 
information of interest to the Society at large. 

Please email your notices to the newsletter 
team at: craigmarshall266@aol.com.

News & Notesß

h

Hudson Valley Heritage Fair
Sunday, May 17, 11 AM - 3:30 PM, 

Locust Grove Estate 
2263 South Road, Poughkeepsie 

Come explore all that the region 
has to offer at the inaugural 

Hudson Valley Heritage Fair! 
With table displays from the top 

historical destinations in our seven- 
county region, living history presenta-
tions, and so much more! Don�t miss 
out on this chance to experience our 
region�s historic sites–all in one place!  
CHS will have a booth to display and 
sell our new “Building Clinton” book. 

Free and open to the public!  
  

h

IBM Grant
Our Society gratefully thanks IBM 
for its recent donation of  $2,000 for 

the purchase of  a camcorder and 
computer projector that will help us 

better record and present our historic 
programs. With this community grant 

obtained through Lisa Lacey and 
Craig Marshall, we will no longer need 
to borrow this equipment from others.
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Volunteers Needed
Member help is needed to set up, 

staff, and host various events. 
Please contact the person listed 

below to volunteer.
#

SPRING TAG SALE
Call Mary Jo Nickerson at 266-3066.

#
SUMMER EXHIBIT

Call Craig Marshall at 242-5879.
#

FALL PROGRESSIVE DINNER
Dinner hosts needed.

Call Norene Coller at 889-4016
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Board of TrusTees
Cynthia Koch, president 
Craig Marshall,* vice president 
Cathy McMahon, secretary 
Mary Jo Nickerson, treasurer

Jeff Burns
Dick Coller
Norene Coller
Judith Grabowski*
Jim Pellegrino

Glenda Schwarze
Joseph “Trip” Sinnott* 
Lisa Thomas
Eliot Werner*           
*Newsletter Team

CHS is a not-for-profit organization established to preserve, maintain, promote, and educate on 
matters of  historical significance and interest in the Town of  Clinton and Dutchess County.

CLINTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY
1777 Creek MeeTing House, 2433 salT PoinT TurnPike, ClinTon Corners
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 An Architectural Survey 1760 -1965

 Colonial FEDERAL  Greek revival      VICTORIAN Arts & CrAfts MODERN

BUILDING CLINTON

TITLE QTY  PRICE

BUILDING CLINTON
An Architectural Survey1760-1965

☐ CHS member        $27* 
☐ Non-member            $38* 
          *includes NYS sales tax 
☐ Mailing cost       +$5.50

TOTAL    $

   Please make check payable to Clinton Historical Society.

Name:_______________________________________________________

Mailing Address:__________________________________________________

_______________________________________________ Zip____________

Email: __________________________________________    Date: __________

Mail book order to:
Clinton Historical Society

PO Box 122 
Clinton Corners, NY 12514

From the Foreword:
This is more than a survey; it is a historical narrative of our 
Town represented by the more than 350 historic properties that it 
documents. The book draws upon the work contained in the Town 
of Clinton’s 2012 Comprehensive Plan. It tells the story of Clinton’s 
evolution from colonial times, when it was a remote backcountry 
area, into today’s mixed-use community of farms and full- and 
part-time residents—all of whom benefit from our rich heritage 
and rural environment. I hope the work will be a beginning point 
for a greater appreciation of Clinton’s historic resources and that 
the Town and Historical Society together will begin to look at its 
recommendations. ...

I encourage all to purchase Building Clinton to learn more about the 
Town and there may be information in it about your own residence.

Raymon Oberly
Town Supervisor

From the Preface: 
Like all places, our Town of Clinton is defined by its history. The 
people who live here now and those who lived here before us 
shaped this place: its roads, farms, businesses, places of worship, 
institutions, and government. Fortunately, much of Clinton’s history 
can be read in the buildings and landscape that we live with today. 
We cherish this place for its rural beauty. That beauty is linked to 
the town’s history, which is only understood if we can see it. In 
order to see it, it must be written down, photographed, documented. 
That is the purpose of this book. ...

I hope you enjoy this publication as much as my colleagues and I at 
the Historical Society have. ... We have learned a great deal and feel 
that we have an excellent base from which to continue our efforts to 
preserve Clinton’s rich history. 

Cynthia Koch, President
Clinton Historical Society

Order Today!

VICTORIAN Arts & CrAfts MODERN

 
Daniel H. Schultz farmstead, 1858, 
Clinton Landmark, 820 Fiddlers Bridge Road

Benjamin C. Tousey house, “The Willows,” 1914
National Register, 2497-2499 Salt Point Turnpike

Archie Levine house, 1951
84 Deer Hill Road
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       New Publication Order Form



TOWN OF CLINTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY
PO BOX 122

CLINTON CORNERS, NY  12514

Upcoming Events
Saturday & Sunday, May 23 & 24, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

ANNUAL TAG SALE (Memorial Day Weekend) 
Creek Meeting House, 2433 Salt Point Turnpike, Clinton Corners

After spring cleaning, please remember us for your unwanted items of  value – but please, no stuffed 
furniture or clothing! Pick-up is available; call Mary Jo Nickerson at 266-3066 to make arrangements.

Friday, June 5, 7:30 p.m. 
“THE HISTORY OF SCHULTZVILLE HAMLET”
Town Hall, Centre Road, Schultzville (see cover article for details)

Co-sponsored by Clinton Historical Society and the Clinton Community Library

Weekends in July 
SUMMER EXHIBIT: ANTIQUE QUILTS 

Do you have an antique quilt you would like to exhibit? Contact Craig Marshall for more information.

ANNUAL TAG SALE
Sat. & Sun., May 23 & 24 

9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 


