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In Memoriam: Wing’s Hall
by Craig Marshall

After becoming a well known fixture in the Clinton
Corners hamlet for 120 years, the barn known as “Wing’s
Hall” succumbed to the ravages of weather and decay and
was demolished recently by the property’s current owners
John and Lisa Lacey. “The rear wall had pushed out, the
sills supporting the walls were gone creating a wavy floor,
and there was a great sag in the roof,” noted John. “The
structure was unsafe and not repairable, and to our regret,
had to be torn down.”
In the Jan/Feb 2005 issue of this newsletter, a detailed
account of the history of the hall was featured in “Wing’s
Dance Hall – A Memoir” as written by Irma Wing Dykeman
who’s parents bought the house and barn in 1890. Irma
was born in the house in 1894 and recounted how her father
got the idea to start the dance hall in 1907 and how it lasted
to 1950. The musicians were relatives encouraged by her
father, and she herself took up the cornet while in high
school so she could join the band. “The hall was enlarged
several times,” she noted, “until it measured 40’ by 80’.”
She continued, “Young people – oldsters too – came from
miles around. Before autos became popular, they drove in
buggies and hay-riggin’s, parking some in the old church
shed across the way (1777 Creek Meeting House). Dances
were held three times a week during the summer months
in those early days, with often as many as six-hundred
attending. Most of the farmers earned extra money by
taking in summer boarders, and this accounted greatly for
the huge crowds.”

Young and old enjoy the dance
She also noted that good conduct was strictly enforced
by her father, and that certain objectionable dances were
taboo. These “no-no” dances were posted around the hall
and included the tango, turkey trot, Boston, one-step,
Texas Tommy, bunny hug, and grizzly bear. “Approved”
music included “Cubanola Glide”, “Put On Your Old Gray
Bonnet”, and “In the Good Old Summertime.” Masquerades,
moonlight dances, and square dances were part of the fun,
with the latter featured in Harper’s Bazaar in 1939. Another
notable event occurred in 1920 when Franklin D. Roosevelt
attended a Democratic rally at the hall, and shook hands
with Irma and complemented her on her cornet playing.
The Society recently came into possession of Irma’s photo
album with photos going back to 1907, and it includes a
view of the refreshment bar which was still in place at the
building’s demise, as was the band platform (not shown).
Another photo shows that the dancers were both young and
old, enjoying the same music and mixing well for a good
time. Gals came to meet guys, and guys came to meet gals.
One particular couple met at Wing’s Hall, married, and
became the parents of our Town Supervisor Jeff Burns.
Note: Irma’s father started a store in Clinton Corners, and after her
brothers Ed and Roy went into partnership with him in 1908, it became
“Wing and Sons” store, see photo on the next page. It ran until Roy’s
death in 1962, and burned in 1966. It was located across the street from
“Wild Hive Farms Store”, on the south side of the recently restored
residence of Terrence and Heather Hackett. The foundation is still
there. Photos from Irma’s album.

Refreshment bar – soda & ice cream 10 cents each

Preserving Clinton’s Heritage

Kid’s Fun in the ‘50’s
by Jeff Burns

My previous article dealt with working and its effect on life
in the 50’s. I didn’t want to leave you with the impression that
all we did was work, so now I will delve into what we did for
fun and “recreation” growing up in the 50’s in Clinton Corners.
There was no organized recreation program run by adults. Our
recreation was run by us and was based on what we felt like doing
that day. At age 6 or 7 we would go to other kids houses or they
would come to ours to play. Our play was influenced by what was
happening in the world around us. Most of us were born just
before or just after the end of WW II so we played war games.
As we got older we started playing team games. Of course there
were never enough kids to put together full teams. The older kids
encouraged us to play with them so they would have more kids on
their teams and in turn taught us the rules of the game and the
skills required and as we got older we did the same. In the summer
it was mainly baseball. There was no official field. We played on a
field next to the “Friends Church” and made up rules depending
on how many kids we had. For example, if we were short on
players (most of the time) we would have 6 on a side and if you hit
right handed you couldn’t hit to the right side of the field. If you
did you would be out. This allowed us to play and cover all of the
positions on the left side of the field. If we only had 3 or 4 we would
just hit “grounders and pops.” In the fall we would play football,
again nothing organized, and made up rules to accommodate
small number of kids. We had a basketball hoop on the side of
the garage and we played a lot of 2 on 2 and games of “horse.”
In the winter we did a lot of ice skating. There was a small pond
located in a wooded area just east of what is now the end of
Park View Road. It was called the Nursery Pond because it was
used to irrigate a tree nursery that used to be there. We would
go there right after school, shovel it off if necessary, and skate
until it got dark. We also did a lot of sleigh riding. We would
have community sleigh riding days, unorganized, they just
happened, where even adults would come out and toboggan
down a well packed run. The Friends Church had a basketball
court in the “Hall” attached to the back of the church and
we would go there when it was open and play basketball.

“Wing and Sons” store 1915 from Irma Wing Dykeman
I guess we were fortunate that in the summer we also could
go to Upton Lake. There was a private lake access that we
paid a 25 cents, entrance fee which allowed us to swim,
take swimming lessons, and life guard training. We would
ride our bikes there and spend many afternoons swimming,
boating, and playing ball. Because of liability issues, the
area had to close but it was a great place to go on a hot day.    
We had a real sense of community and on a warm summer night
we would have a community game of hide and seek. Kids from 7
or 8 up to 14 or 15 would get together for this game. The area in
the center of the hamlet was where you could hide and the game
could last for hours before everyone was found or got “home free.”
Of course I didn’t realize that the older kids didn’t always want to
get found. A boy and girl would go off and “hide” and not come back
until the game was over. I discovered this when I was determined
to find everyone. When I did, I found this couple kissing. Being
rather innocent I was shocked, as were they, and I was told to get
lost and keep my mouth shut. Of course I immediately went back
and told everyone what I saw, that ended hide and seek for awhile.
We could spend a whole day riding our bikes or exploring the
swamp (wet land) or the woods, all with no adult supervision
or organization. The only rules were that when you heard the
fire whistle at noon time you get home, and when my father
whistled for dinner that you get home. We kids worked out our
differences without parental intervention and the bigger kids
always mentored and watched out for the younger ones. No one
told us to do this, it just happened. Pretty simple and it worked!
This will be my last article, I have enjoyed reliving my childhood through them and I hope it has given you a sense of what it
was like growing up in a small town like Clinton in the 50’s.   
(Editor’s note: A big thanks to Jeff for this really interesting series of
“living history” articles, for us and those after us to enjoy.)

Clinton Corners football team in 1924 with rail station freight
house in the background. Kelsey Wirehouse, third from the right.
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A Mill Wheel Turns Again In Clinton
by Craig Marshall
Years ago Clinton Hollow, like several hamlets in town,
had a mill on a stream that was largely responsible for the
presence and growth of that hamlet. Clinton Hollow is also
where Kevin and Marie Halton have run their business,
Halton Construction Inc., located at the intersection of
Centre and Hollow Roads, for over 20 years. They rented
the building until purchasing it in 2006. Then, they wanted
to change the architecture, to make it appealing as well as
to fit in with the hamlet’s historic structures.
While looking for ideas, they purchased the historic house
next door (formerly Bill & Cindy Benson’s) for restoration.
Long time hamlet resident and friend Bill Smith had lived
in the house as a child. He stopped by, with his wife Judy,
and showed vintage pictures of both structures and barns
to help in the restoration. Bill also had views of the old
mill (long gone) and water wheel which triggered thoughts
of how the mill might relate to their goal to have the office
building design be related to local history.
With that as the theme, they engaged Clinton resident
Robert Marrapodi as architect to work with them. When
a stone wall and water wheel became focal points in the
design, mason Robert Simoncelli crafted a wall of stone with
straw-filled mortar to recreate the look of an authentic 150
year old wall. Sons Daniel and Brent Halton constructed
the large waterwheel, which is run solely by a stream of
water pouring from a high sluice onto the wheel paddles.
The water is recirculated through a pumping system.
The office building had been a mechanics garage and gas
station for many years, built of concrete block after the

Stone wall & water wheel of Halton Construction, Inc.
original barn burned in the late 1940’s. Kevin has added
a second floor, covering the concrete blocks inside and
outside, resulting in a building design that resembles 19th
century architecture, greatly enhancing the appearance
of the hamlet. Many passersby have stopped or called to
express their delight with the water wheel and beautiful
building.
Restoration of the house is nearly complete. The front
section was built in 1785 by Isaac Fraleigh, the mid-section
in 1845, and a rear section added in the early 1900’s.
Kevin uncovered a large cistern 10 feet deep in the house,
and restored that as well. Pipes from the gutters to feed
rainwater to the cistern were still in place.
Kevin and Marie are to be congratulated for their creative
design and hard work that has added to the historical
appearance of Clinton Hollow and our town.

Steamboat Engines Day

Ray demonstrates his live-steam paddle wheel boat

As part of our summer exhibit “Hudson River Steamboats”,
the Society hosted a special presentation on steamboat engines
on Saturday August 8. Master model maker Ray Hasbrouck
entertained 20 enthusiastic attendees by demonstrating
working model steam engines, including one that predated
Robert Fulton’s “Clermont” engine. Outdoors, he then fired
up the home built steam engine in his 14’ aluminum boat-ontrailer, engaged the gears, and showed the boat’s paddlewheels
move in forward and reverse. Ray has traveled in his boat on
many rivers and lakes in near and far places. He answered
many questions, and we thank him for making the trip from
New Paltz to add to our exhibit.
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• October Events •

Landmarks Program

For sale

Floor display cases, several types, $60 each, OBO
Call Craig at 242-5879 for details

Great 1909 Hudson-Fulton Quadricentennial

and the Opening of the “Walkway Over the Hudson”

Program Meeting • Fri., Oct. 2 at 7:30 pm
“Steamboats of the Hudson River” by Robert Jordy

As a special event for the last weekend of the “Steamboats”
exhibit, we are thrilled to have Robert Jordy regale us with
vintage images and stories of the early to final days of the great
steamboat industry of the Hudson River. Robert is an expert on
the topic and frequent speaker, and much in our exhibit is from
his extensive vintage image collection of post cards, brochures,
and advertising ephemera. He will show images not on display.
The Creek Meeting House will open at 6:30 pm for viewing the
exhibit prior to Bob’s presentation.

“Steamboats of the Hudson River” Exhibit
Sat. and Sun, Oct. 3 and 4, noon to 4 pm

•••

Progressive Dinner • Sat., Oct. 24

Cocktails at 5, dinner at 7 and dessert at the Creek Meeting
House, mark your calendar for this annual fundraiser.
Dinner hosts are needed, please call Norene Coller
at 889-4016 for more information.

Town of Clinton Historical Society
PO BOX 122
Clinton Corners, NY 12514

For more information and to apply, please contact Lisa Thomas
266-3004 or Lisa@garydimauro.com. There is a $25 fee to
receive the Clinton Historical Society Landmark Designation plaque
for your historic house.

the

DATED MATERIAL - PLEASE DELIVER PROMPTLY

The Clinton Historical Society will again bestow Landmark
Designation to historic houses in the Town of Clinton. In order
to qualify for designation, the house (or structure) must have
been built prior to 1890 and must retain much of its original
character and architectural integrity. Old houses/buildings that
do not meet these criteria but have an historical significance will
also be considered. The purpose of the Landmark Designation is
to honor the historic houses in our community, to strengthen
interest in historic preservation and to create a living archive of
our architectural history.

I n C e l e b ra t i o n o f

NONPROFIT ORG
US POSTAGE
PAID
NEWBURGH, NY 12550
PERMIT #7412

