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Craig Marshall at (845) 242-5879.

JULY CONCERTS  
Co-sponsored with the

Clinton Community Library

1950s Doo Wop Group  
“Cherished Memories”
Friday, July 7 at 6:30 p.m.  

at the Library

1930s Ragtime Piano Player 
Peter Muir

Saturday, July 22 at 2 p.m.
at the Creek Meeting House

2017 SUMMER EXHIBIT AND CONCERTS

Music Machines, Radio, and Music: 1890s–1950s
by Craig Marshall 

MUSIC is the subject of  our annual summer 
exhibit to be held at the Creek Meeting 

House weekends beginning July 8 through  
July 30, 1–4 p.m. This is an interactive exhibit 
with more than 22 vintage music machines and 
radios, many of  which will be demonstrated. Machines 
include an Edison cylinder phonograph, a parlor organ, 
Regina metal disk music box, and player piano. Early radios 
displayed from the 1920s through 1950s will include a broadcast 
demonstration of  FDR’s “Day of  Infamy” speech, and the development of  
radio will be presented. A review of  popular music and many recording artists 
from this period, including early jazz and Big Bands, is featured. Additionally, 
visitors will be able to view vintage videos of  popular artists such as Al Jolson, 
Benny Goodman, Artie Shaw, and Bill Haley and the 
Comets. This is a fun family event where young people 
will likely see these vintage non-electrical machines for 
the first time. We welcome Stewart’s Shops as an exhibit sponsor 
and thank them for their generous support. $
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NEWS & NOTES
Members are encouraged to submit 
information of interest to the Society 
at large. Please send your emails to 
us c/o craigmarshall266@aol.com.

[\ 

2017 Dues Are Overdue
If  you havenʼt renewed your membership, 
please do so today. The address label on 
this newsletter shows the most recent year 
of  paid dues. See page 4 for membership 
levels. Thank you for your support.
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Our New Website!
Please enter clintonhistoricalsociety.org 
in your browser to check out our new 
website. It is still a work in progress, but 
we are very proud to have brought it this 
far! And remember, when shopping on 
Amazon, register with Amazon Smile to 
have your purchases benefit the society: 
Town of  Clinton Historical Society. 
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Cynthia Koch, president 
Craig Marshall, vice president 
Cathy McMahon, secretary 
Kathleen Everett, treasurer
Carol Burns
Dick Coller
Norene Coller
Judith Grabowski
Mary Jo Nickerson

Clinton Historical Society is a not-for-profit 
organization established to preserve, maintain, 
promote, and educate on matters of  historical 
significance and interest in the Town of  Clinton 
and Dutchess County.

Jim Pellegrino
Glenda Schwarze
Joseph “Trip” Sinnott 
Kameron Wells
Kyle Wells

Friend us on Facebook at
Clinton Historical Society

Newsletter Team: Craig Marshall, Judith Grabowski, 
Trip Sinnott, and Eliot Werner.

Photo by Bill Jeffway

At the annual business meeting and potluck 
supper (above) held April 7, longtime volunteer 
Don Estes received the Community Service 
Award from Craig Marshall. (right)

Norene Coller presented Fred and Carol Valentine with the  
Emil Schoch Award for the restoration of  their historic home.

Photo by Jill Fisher

Don Estes Receives Community Service Award

At the annual meeting, Don Estes received the CHS Community Service Award 
recognizing residents for at least twenty-five years of  volunteer service to a single 

organization, or fifteen years each to more than one. In presenting the award, Vice President 
Craig Marshall noted that Don has faithfully provided lawnmowing service for the Creek 
Meeting House for more than thirty years—first when it was owned by the Upton Lake 
Grange, then when the CHS acquired the property, always as a volunteer. Also, he has been 
mowing for the Upton Lake Christian School gratis for many years and has been a volunteer 
firefighter for the East Clinton Fire Department for forty years! In accepting the award, Don 
said, “I consider volunteering for the community to be an honor.”

Schoch Award Presented  
to the Valentines
The Clinton Historical Society and the 
town Conservation Advisory Council 
established the Emil Schoch Conservation 
and Preservation Award to recognize 
an individual or family in the Town of  
Clinton who have shown dedication to the 
conservation of  the natural environment 
and historic resources as exemplified by 
the late Emil Schoch in his stewardship 
of  his family’s land entrusted to his care. 
The award for 2017 was presented to 
Carol and Fred Valentine for restoring 
and preserving their circa 1780 house 
on Schoolhouse Road. They have lived 
in their home since the 1970s and it was 
featured in the Hudson Valley Vernacular 
Architecture newsletter. This restoration 
was a major long-term project in which 
Fred and Carol did much of  the work 

themselves, evicting unwelcome raccoons, replacing rotted wood, removing crumbling mud 
walls, and installing interior sheetrock walls. The award was presented by CAC Secretary and 
CHS Trustee Norene Coller, who commented that this was truly a labor of  love. 

THE ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING REPORT...

2017 ELECTION OF CHS BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Officers: Cynthia Koch, president; Craig Marshall, vice president; Cathy McMahon, 
secretary; and Kathleen Everett, treasurer. Trustees: Carol Burns, Mary Jo Nickerson,
and Glenda Schwarze. And Eliot Werner and Jeff Burns, who both stepped down, were 
thanked for their many years of  service on the Board. $

Spring Cleaning?
Please donate your useable household 
items (no stuffed furniture or clothing) 
to the annual Memorial Day Weekend 
Tag Sale, Saturday and Sunday, May 
27 and 28 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 2433 
Salt Point Turnpike, Clinton Corners. 
Donations can be dropped off on the 
Creek Meeting House porch. Call Mary 
Jo Nickerson at 266-3066 for more info.

[\
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From Radar to Bugs: Technology in Clinton’s Past 
by Craig Marshall                                         

Unknown to most Clinton residents, a defense-priority manufacturing plant was 
built on a local farm on Electronics Road one mile east of  Schultzville in 1947. 
With World War II recently ended, town resident J. Edward Trefz moved his 

electronics business from the Bronx and Queens to a new 2,500 square foot concrete 
block building to manufacture components (potentiometers, resistors, instrument resistors 
for Geiger counters) that were used extensively in radar during the war, and were now 
deemed vital to further government development of  radar and television.  
 Trefz’s company was the only organization fully approved by the Army–Navy 
Electronics Standards agency to manufacture these specialized components, including 
wire-wound items using wire only .00065 inches thick. Local newspapers reported at 
the time that not all residents were enthused about this new business. Some deplored it 
as being out of  step with the rural aspect of  the community, while others welcomed it 
as a new means of  lucrative employment near their homes and applauded it as a step 
toward decentralization of  industries. Mr. Trefz planned to hire a few dozen workers 
and noted that the light work would be ideal for women employees. The firm was called 
Amalgamated Electronics, the name of  the road was changed to Electronics Road, and 
“Restricted Area” signs were posted. In the early 1950s, Trefz lost the Navy contract for 
further manufacturing, and closed the business. 

 In the meantime, in 1947 the 
Hudson Valley experienced a glut 
of  Japanese beetles and Howard 
Chittick traveled from Fairfax, 
Virginia, to collect about 25,000 
beetle larvae in Hopewell Junction 
to use for his business. During World 
War II, Howard worked in the U.S. 
Department of  the Interior, War 
Department, and Department of  
Agriculture. His wife Anna was a 

registered nurse and familiar with laboratory techniques. Together they started Fairfax 
Biological Laboratory in 1945, which was a laboratory and manufacturing facility for the 
product “DOOM,” a safe “milky disease spore powder” that—when applied to lawns—
killed the grubs of  the Japanese beetle. The Chitticks used the beetle larvae in their 
manufacturing process.  
 In 1956 Howard and Anna moved to Clinton, purchasing the 
Trefz concrete block plant, and in 1960 they built the upper brick 
laboratory facility. In advertising they were billed as “The world’s 
oldest commercial laboratory of  insect pathology.” Other products 
manufactured were “Skeeter DOOM,” which was a natural parasite 
for the suppression of  mosquito larvae, and “Roach DOOM,” a 
powder sprinkled around floor cracks, behind stoves and refrigerators, 
and wherever roaches were seen. A beneficial side effect of  the beetle 
powder “DOOM” was that moles seeking grubs as food would move 
on, since the infecting spores built up over time and killed future 
generations of  grubs (but were otherwise harmless). In the 1960s and 
1970s, Howard and Anna employed about 25 people. 
 After Howard died 1994, the business was run for a short time by one of  their sons 
David who lived with Anna. After that J. J. Devine Graphics (James Devine) rented the 
lab building for the manufacture of  hardware models for IBM. In 2003 the property was 
purchased by an architect and builder couple who extensively remodeled and converted 
the upper laboratory brick building into a residence. The lower manufacturing plant 
building was gutted, the roof  removed, and the concrete block walls transformed into an 
outdoor walled garden with ornamental shrubs and climbing vines. Five years later the 
property was bought by Craig and Kirsten Nevill-Manning, who continued remodeling it 
into the unique residence it is today. $

Guest speaker George Dewey

BIG BAND AND BIG GUNS:
Clintonʼs Custom GunmakerJohn Dewey and 

His Partner Bandleader Artie Shaw
Friday, June 2 at 7:30 p.m.

at the Creek meeting house

The story of  John Dewey—
Clinton Corners’ legendary 

custom gunmaker—will be told by 
his son George in a presentation 
at the June program meeting. John 
Dewey had a national reputation 
for building highly accurate rifles 
and pistols. His business partners 
included the “Big Band” leader Artie 
Shaw, a renowned jazz clarinetist, 
composer, and bandleader who 
died in 2004. Artie Shaw and his 
swing-era band were famed for hits 
including “Begin the Beguine,” 
“Frenesi,” and “Stardust.” Shaw, 
whose eight wives included actresses 
Lana Turner and Ava Gardner, was 
also known as an expert marksman. 
Today John Deweyʼs shop and home 
are the site of  the Evangelical Free 
Church on Salt Point Turnpike, 
not far from our Meeting House. 
George Dewey, who lived in Clinton 
Corners, is the founder and president 
of  J Dewey Rods – Quality Gun 
Cleaning Equipment. $

Our thanks to David Chittick and Craig Nevill-Manning for their help in developing this article.



TOWN OF CLINTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY
PO BOX 122

CLINTON CORNERS, NY  12514

To help with the 
Tag Sale, please call 
Mary Jo Nickerson 
at 266-3066.

h
CHS Membership

Help grow our membership! 
Please give this form to a friend or family 
member who is interested in joining us. 

 
 [   ]  Individual ........... $15
 [   ] Family ................. $25
 [   ] Friend ................. $50
 [   ] Patron  ................ $100  
 [   ] Benefactor  .......... $250 
 [   ] Visionary ............ $500

Name: _________________________

Address: ________________________

 _______________________________ 

Email: _________________________

Phone: _________________________
 

Please make checks payable to 
Clinton Historical Society 
and mail to PO Box 122, 

Clinton Corners, NY 12514

Memorial Day Weekend 

TAG SALE
Sat. & Sun., May 27 & 28

9 a.m.–4 p.m.
Drop off donations on the porch 

of the Creek Meeting House before May 27. 
Please, no stuffed furniture or clothing.

Friday, June 2, 7:30 p.m.

BIG BAND AND BIG GUNS:
Clintonʼs Custom Gunmaker John Dewey 
and His Partner Bandleader Artie Shaw

See page 3 for details.


